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Mystic Roots: How Her Local Ties Influenced
Philanthropist Mary Stillman Harkness
Presented by Barbara Nagy

Nagy became intensely interested in Harkness while working on a number of history projects at Connecticut College. Harkness supported the founding of Conn as a women's college in 1911, after Wesleyan decided it would admit only men, and she made a number of significant gifts
to the college in the 1930s.
In 2005, Nagy wrote an article for Connecticut College
Magazine about Mary Stillman Harkness, the result of extensive research over several years. This has been the most
thorough treatment on the life of this little-known philanthropist yet published. Since then, new information has
come to light.
Nagy serves on the boards of the Avery-Copp House, the
Groton Public Library and the Groton Education Foundation.

Mary Stillman Harkness (center) with sailors from the Groton
Submarine Base.

Join us Wednesday, February 23, 7:30 p.m. at the
Mystic Congregational Church
Philanthropist Mary Stillman Harkness, wife of Standard
Oil heir Edward Harkness and descendant of Mystic's
Stillman and Greenman families, was deeply influenced
by her local family connections.
Join us Wednesday, February 23, 7:30 p.m. at the Mystic
Congregational Church as historian Barbara A. Nagy explores Harkness' roots and the influence they had on her
worldview and the projects she supported. Mary Harkness
had deep roots in both Mystic and Waterford. Her 18thcentury ancestors actually owned what today is Harkness
State Park and parts of Mystic Seaport.
Nagy was a writer and manager in Connecticut College's
communications office for nine years, and has also managed marketing and fundraising for a number of local nonprofits. She oversaw programming, communication and
site development of the historic Hempsted Houses in New
London for Connecticut Landmarks from 2013-2015 and
was development manager at the Homeless Hospitality
Center in New London until December 2018.

December 2021 Program
On December 1, Steven Slosberg gave an excellent and
touching portrayal of Dorothy Comingore, who landed a
starring role in one of the all-time celebrated films,
"Citizen Kane," playing Susan Alexander, the naive mistress and then brassy wife of Charles Foster Kane, played
by Orson Welles. However, her acting career and personal life fell apart when she was deemed an "unfriendly witness" before the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 1952 and consequently was blacklisted. Reading
from several articles authored by various writers
(including himself), Steven covered many aspects of Dorothy’s life, notably her arrival in 1957 in Stonington Borough, where she met John Crowe, with whom she would
remain in Lord’s Point until her death at age 58 in 1971.
Steven Slosberg’s talk concluded with a lively question
and answer session highlighted by the participation of
Robert Tabor, John Crowe’s nephew, who grew close to
Dorothy as a teenager. The evening was enjoyed by all!
Steven was also available to sell his recent book,
“Columnist: 45 Years of Having a Say.” The book can be
purchased at Bank Square Books or by contacting him via
email at maayan72@aol.com.

Up and Down The Mystic River: Part 3 of a 5-Part Series

Article and photos by Ted Garringer, with an introduction by Marilyn Comrie

Introduction
To celebrate the 100th birthday of the Mystic drawbridge, which will be July 19, 2022, the Mystic River
Historical Society has invited Ted Garringer, who
served as bridge tender from 1975 to 2002, to share his
memories of sitting at the center of Mystic for nearly
three decades. This is the third of five columns describing life from his unique window on Mystic. We thank
Ted for helping us celebrate this important milestone in
the village's history.
Just a Normal Day On The Mystic Drawbridge
Tending the Mystic River Drawbridge is a one-man operation. The bridgetender could easily feel isolated, just
watching river and pedestrian traffic from above...but
not in a friendly community like Mystic! I became
friends with many local people who stopped by and
“yelled up” to say, “hello” or to see if I needed anything.
One such person was a well-known downtown Mystic
resident, Jonny Hreschak. Jonny lived on the Stonington side and crossed the bridge many times each day.
He made regular stops at several businesses along the
way to see if he could run errands. He would always
look up as he crossed the bridge to see if the tender
needed anything...coffee, sandwich, newspaper or to run
an errand. I counted on him a lot, especially for coffee
and sandwiches. We always tipped Jonny accordingly
and allowed him (don’t tell anyone) to come in and
warm up on a cold winter day. Jonny passed away on
October 29, 1998, at the age of 92.
Mystic visitors often used the drawbridge house as a
tourist information station, asking for directions or
where was a good place to eat. Many a conversation
was shouted through “megaphone hands” up at the tender. One memorable encounter happened early one afternoon just after the Amtrak train stopped at the Mystic
Station. A man lugging a large suitcase crossed from
the Stonington side and stopped under the bridgehouse.
He yelled up, but I couldn’t understand what he was saying so I went down to see what he wanted. He was
looking for Bee-Bee’s because he was meeting a relative
there. I offered to let him leave his luggage inside the
bridgehouse street door so he wouldn’t have to drag it
all the way. Then he introduced himself as Stan Z.
Burns, a famous news announcer from news station

WINS New York. The bridgehouse became a regular
stop for him on his future visits to Mystic.
I also had a short but unforgettable radio conversation
with another famous voice one morning when a sailboat
captain called in to request an opening saying, “Hello,
This is Walter Cronkite.” He had been at the Seaport
for a book signing. Unfortunately, even Walter Cronkite
had to wait 45 minutes for the next scheduled opening.
It is impossible to mention all the many local people
who were frequent visitors stopping by to share the latest news or town doings. Virgil Huntley, George Crouse
Sr., Mrs. Colie and her rescue poodles, Fran Ferreri, Father Charles McGrail, and the early morning walkers
who came to be my very good friends: Fritzie Fontaine,
Jeanie Hightower, Marsh Enquest and Rachael Anderson.

Father Charles McGrail

Rachael Anderson, Marsh Enquest, and
Fritzie Fontaine

George Crouse, Sr.

Jonny Hreschak

Fran Ferreri

Virgil Huntley

What’s “New” in our Collections?
By Elizabeth Boucher

This autumn I was fortunate enough to get a call from
one of our members, Liz Lockyer, who had begun the
task of sorting out her own collection of family history.
While Liz has been organizing and scanning these records, she’s been gracious enough to send digital copies
of this material—including letters, news clippings and
photographs—along with her own descriptive captions
to the MRHS. The first several batches of donations
were centered around two of her Mystic relatives, Fred
and Rollin S. Ketchum, Jr.
The Ketchum brothers lived at 56 Pearl Street in Mystic
in the late 1800s and early 1900s. Their records are valuable for the insights they provide into the lives of Mystic residents of that time period. However, beyond that,
the collection also includes some exceptional records
that link international figures and major national events
to the village of Mystic. These records include correspondence between Rollin S.
Ketchum, Jr. and his friend,
the world renowned Arctic
explorer Harry Whitney (1873
-1936), and photographs of
Fred Ketchum with the internationally recognized artist

Peter Marcus aboard the catboat Sea Gull. Also included is a copy of the logbook from the Sea Gull: “an
amusing, descriptive, informative write-up of a trip Fred
took along with the artist.”
Another item of interest is a republished news article
describing a photograph that was donated to us by Jesse
Stinson. The photograph shows members of Coxey’s
Army congregating on East Main Street as they passed
through Mystic on their way to D.C. in the first organized protest march on Washington in U.S. history. Our
existing catalog record dated the photograph to 1895,
but didn’t include any identifications of the people pictured. Thanks to Liz's contribution, we are able to identify three of the members of the crowd as Mystic’s own
Fred Ketchum, Joseph Noyes and Tony Packer.

1990.001.1648, Stinson Collection, photograph by E.H. Newbury.

Remembering Bettye Noyes, 1918-2021
Elizabeth “Bettye” Adams Noyes was a longstanding volunteer, board member and friend
of the Mystic River Historical Society. Bettye first joined MRHS as a member in 1989
and served as a member of our Board through 2014. During her years with the historical
society, she served on the curatorial and program committees, and gave a presentation on
350 years of Bluff Point’s history for our members in 2013. She also volunteered her
time at the Downes Building where she worked closely with Louisa Watrous in the archives. Louisa remembers that Bettye was “an excellent archivist and cataloger, saving
many boxes of family photos and archives. She transcribed old letters, and organized material in archival storage boxes. She also did a great deal of work on the Noyes genealogy. She wanted to stay busy until the end, and was always looking for new things to
work on. Her treasure trove of material was a joy to view and learn from."
In 2017, Louisa worked with Bettye and her co-author, Kenneth Knott, on the book “Bettye’s Blue Sea Chest.” A
testament to the value of personal history, the book contained a collection of cherished personal stories recovered
from 200 years of family letters discovered by Bettye in her family homestead. Over the years, Bettye donated a
number of Noyes family papers, as well as some of her own research files to MRHS.
Bettye received a BA in English from Wheaton College, an MA in Education from Hartford Seminary and was a
teacher, director and educator in many local community organizations—including the Mystic Seaport Museum and
Denison Homestead. She was honored with the Wheaton College Distinguished Alumni Award in 2012. We will
miss her, and we remain grateful for all of the time and knowledge she chose to share during her time with us.

Interview with Mystic Bridge Tender, Rod
Coleman
By Marilyn Comrie

Coleman has been a bridge tender since 1989, and he
has seen a lot of changes over the decades.
Since the upgrade in 2012 the bridge is easier to operate.
It’s totally automated. But there are still rules and regulations to follow. And always safety first.
Before pushing the button to secure the bridge for opening, he checks for pedestrians on the sidewalks and the
amount of vehicular traffic downtown. Once he determines it’s safe to open the bridge, he depresses the button and the familiar ding, ding, ding, ding begins.
Under the automated system, the dinging continues until
the jersey barrier is raised on the Stonington side of the
bridge, the safety arms come down to prevent pedestrians from accessing the sidewalks and finally the safety
arms are lowered to stop traffic.

Under the old system Coleman said he could stop the
dinging manually, but under the automated system it
rings just as long at 4 in the morning as it does at 2 in
the afternoon.
To kick off 2022, the centennial year of the Mystic drawbridge, we offer an interview with the man who puts the
drawbridge up and down multiple times a day. He has a
special job and a special perspective on Mystic from his
view out the bridge house windows.
Bridge tender Rod Coleman considers the drawbridge
Mystic’s Liberty Bell.
And he wants the people of Mystic to feel the same way
about the bascule bridge, which will turn 100 on July 19.
He said he takes a lot of ribbing from people who think
he has a cushy job - putting the bridge up and down every hour, and not even that often in the off season. He
points out it’s a serious job where someone could get
killed if the bridge tender isn’t at the top of his game.
“We have to deal with pedestrians, motor vehicles and
boats,” he said. “Safety first. We take it seriously.”
He must coordinate with the railroad bridge to make
sure the river channel doesn’t get too crowded.

“If they have opened to let boats upriver, I’m not going
to open to let any downriver at the same time,” he said.
Coleman had to raise the bridge during this interview.
Two pleasure boats radioed for passage downriver.
Coleman knew them both. There are a lot of regulars
who go through, he said. He gets to know their voices on
the radio and they know his.
“People have to have trust in you to do the job and do it
efficiently,” he said. And after more than three decades
on the job, the boats that frequent the river know him
well.

“I feel sorry for the people who live near the bridge
when I have to open it during the midnight shift,” he
said.
Once the dinging stops, he blows the whistle and then
hits the button to open the bridge.
The sequence is reversed when the bridge is lowered.
Coleman said the automated system for opening the
bridge is the biggest change he’s seen in his 33 years on
the job. When he started in 1989, the bridge was raised
and lowered manually.
“They’ve made it easier to operate,” he said. “And a lot
safer.”
The bridge update also added a large screen in the
bridge house that gives Coleman three views of the river
that he constantly monitors. One looks directly down on
the bridge, showing pedestrian and vehicular traffic, one
gives a view under the bridge so he can see any small
boats that travel underneath without requiring the bridge
to open. Another shows the river looking toward the
S&P Oyster House.
“The bridge has changed a lot,” he said. “There are more
rules and regulations from management.”
The walls inside the bridge house are filled with framed
paintings and drawings of the bridge. There is also a
1953 black and white photo of bridge tender Truman
Brown sitting in the bridge house wearing a starched
white shirt and a necktie. Coleman said that was the regulation uniform for tenders 70 years ago, even though
one of their jobs was to keep the bridge greased so it operated efficiently.
From May 1 to Nov. 1, tenders man the bridge in 8-hour

shifts around the clock, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 4 p.m. to midnight and midnight to 8 a.m. From Nov. 1 to May 1
there is no one on duty from midnight to 8 a.m. If there
were an emergency overnight in the off season, he
would be called in. So far, that hasn’t happened.
During the regular season, the bridge is raised hourly
from 7:40 a.m. to 6:40 p.m. And on demand about five
or six additional times a day. In the off-season, it goes
up only on demand.
When he is not putting the bridge up and down, Coleman is watching the screens and monitoring the river.
Coast Guard regulations require the tenders to log every
boat that goes through the bridge. There is a logbook on
the desk where the tenders make the entries. Although
everything else is automated, the logbook is the same as
it was 100 years ago.
“It’s like a checkpoint,” Coleman says of the log entries.
He recalled one time when there was a storm and the
Coast Guard called him to see if a boat had passed
downriver because the family wanted to know if they
were caught in the storm. He could put their mind at
ease that no one had come through the bridge.
As a bridge tender, Coleman is a member of a small fraternity. He said there are 12 bridges with tenders in Connecticut, but many more in upstate New York and in
Massachusetts. He said the closest Connecticut bridges
with tenders are in Niantic and East Haddam.
“But Mystic’s the jewel,” he said.
Coleman was a part-time mail carrier at the post office
when the chance to work on the bridge came along. All
the tenders start as employees of the state highway department. Coleman was trained as a tender on the
Niantic River Bridge.
When he was training there, he marveled one day that
his supervisor could sit with his head buried in a newspaper when there was such a spectacular view from the
bridge house.
“It gets old,” the supervisor said.
Coleman said he hasn’t gotten tired of the view in Mystic in 33 years. He loves looking upriver to the Mystic
Seaport, downriver to the railroad bridge, and east and
west along Main Street.
He’s had a few scares on the job, too.
Like the time a little boy got his head stuck in the railing. Coleman called the fire department who greased the
railing and pulled the boy’s head out.
And the night he looked upriver about 4 in the morning
and saw a boat circling round and round with no one on
board. He thought someone had gone overboard. Turned
out the boat had been stolen and the thieves had abandoned it in the middle of the river.

But the scariest moment happened late one winter night,
when no tenders were working. Coleman had been out
to a friend’s house in Stonington and was headed back
through town. As he came up East Main toward the
bridge there were emergency lights flashing everywhere
and hoses all over the bridge. Coleman was sure the
bridge was on fire.
He jumped out of his vehicle and ran toward the bridge
where a firefighter told him Central Hall had burned. It
was March 1, 2000.
“You don’t have any power or heat, Rod,” the firefighter
told him.
Coleman headed for the bridge house. It was dark and
cold inside, and the floor, which was wooden, was a
sheet of ice. But he breathed a sigh of relief.

“I was so sure it was the bridge when I saw those fat
hoses in the road,” he said.
One of his favorite memories was meeting Jimmy and
Rosalind Carter. The former president was in Groton for
the launching of the submarine named for him. Carter is
a graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy and was stationed
at Groton sub base in the early 1950s.
Coleman got a call from the Secret Service that day saying the former president was traveling by motor coach to
the Whaler’s Inn and could Coleman make sure the
bridge did not go up until after the president had traveled over it.
“They told me they don’t like to have presidents sitting
in traffic,” Coleman said.
Everything went smoothly and after the coach was safely on the Stonington side of the river, the Secret Service
called Coleman and asked him to come over to the
Whaler’s Inn. He got a personal thank you from Jimmy
Carter.
“In this job, you just never know who’s going to show
up,” Coleman said.
Coleman is set to retire in June, before the 100th anniversary. But the bridge won’t be far from his thoughts. He’s
writing a children’s book about what the bridge tender
does, collaborating with Groton Police Officer Dan Kenyon, who is illustrating it. He said local publisher Stephen Jones asked him to write it.
“I’ve been working on it for a while,” he said. “I should
be able to finish it after I retire.”
Coleman said he’s going to miss working at the bridge,
especially all the shopkeepers he’s gotten to know and
the people he gets to meet from around the country and
around the world.
“It’s a unique job,” he said. “You are taking care of a
piece of history.”

Mystic Then and Now: Corner of Holmes and East Main Street, 1940-2021
Then: A winter view of the intersection of Holmes and
East Main Street, under light snow, ca. 1940. The Mystic
Pharmacy, also known as Gaskell’s Drugstore, is visible in
the foreground, with a tractor, probably a snow plow, passing by. The pharmacy was established by Charles Gaskell
of Norwich and was owned by his son Edward around the
time this photograph was taken. They sold an assortment
of goods including chocolates, cigars and other treats and
novelties in addition to doling out mediation. Advertisements from that era proclaim “Prescriptions our Profession—Ice Cream our Specialty.” The Esso station on the
northeast corner of the intersection is visible in the background and the Liberty Pole can be seen on the right..
1983.001.0685, Dickinson Collection.
Now: The intersection of Holmes and East Main Street
photographed in December 2021. The Liberty Pole is still
a dominant feature, but much of the surrounding buildings
have changed. The Mystic Pharmacy was destroyed, along
with several other buildings on East Main Street, in a fire
that raged through Downtown Mystic on December 12,
1960. The property is now maintained by the Mystic Flag
Committee and has since become the Liberty Pole Square:
a monument to “residents of the Mystic River Valley—
past, present and future—who hold in their hearts the precious gift of liberty.”

Reader Tip: Henry L. Ferguson Museum Fishers Island, New York
By Lou Allyn
The Henry L. Ferguson Museum (HLFM) on Fishers Island is dedicated to preserving and sharing local history and
natural history. According to Director Pierce Rafferty, the museum has made important progress in digital initiatives
during the COVID-19 shutdown. As the island that the museum resides on is residential and private, the HLFM is highly reliant on summer residents and guests for visitation. HLFM has been working on digital initiatives such as digitizing
and making virtually available the museum's collections, transferring outdated recording formats, and making transcriptions of recorded lectures. However, the COVID-19 predicament led the museum to make the jump to creating its own
online exhibition, whose debut coincided with the unveiling of the institution's new website in the spring of 2020.
The online exhibition, The Coastal Forts of Eastern Long Island Sound: Abandonment, Ruination and Repurposing, is
extensive and provides the opportunity to delve deeply into each fort's unique history, complimented by digital scans
of essential collection items such as blueprints, maps, photographs, and historical documents.
If you’ve ever walked out to the end of Napatree Point, toured around Fishers Island, or sailed past Plum and the two
Gull Islands, or the ruined fort off of Gardner’s Island don’t miss the online exhibition, The Coastal Forts of Eastern
Long Island Sound: Abandonment, Ruination and Repurposing at https://fergusonmuseum.org/2020/05/annualexhibition-2020-the-coastal-forts-of-eastern-long-island-sound/, and be sure to scroll down to the bottom of the 2020
Exhibit page to the Video exhibits. You’ll also want to look at the videos at https://fergusonmuseum.org/programs/
illustrated-lecture-videos/

MRHS Membership 2021
We are pleased to list all of our members for the year 2021. We sincerely thank you for your continuing support of
the Mystic River Historical Society. Your dues provide the funding to offer a unique local history resource to the
Mystic community as well as staff, services and physical facilities to grow, catalogue, maintain and share our collection. If you don’t find your name on this list and would like to continue your membership and newsletter subscription, and/or gift a subscription to friends or family, please, send $25 Individual, $50 Family, $75 Contributing,
$150 Benefactor or $350 Sustaining to PO Box 245, Mystic. Thank You!
-John Parry, Membership and Stephen Menno, President
~Individual~
Mrs. Charles Alfano
Mr. Frederic Allard
Ms. Norma Aronson
Jeanne Baker
Sharon Barrett
Mrs. Deborah Bates
Ms. Mara Beckwith
Mr. Charles S. Beebe
Lenny Bellet
Elizabeth Boucher
Bernard Boylan
Dr. Glenn Brady
Sharon Brown
Linda Burrows
Mrs. Richard Butler
Ms. Laurie Nelson Capener
Laura Cerino
Gail Cleere
Mrs. Joan Cohn
Ann Connolly
Wayne Cooke
Mrs. Rosemary Dayton
Connie Desillier
Kate Dimancescu
Mrs. C. Philip Donnel
Ms. Hermine Dudda
Mr. Rudy Favretti
Cheryl Fee
Mrs. Mary Ferrier
Ms. Barbara Lee Franciosi
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fulchiero
James Good
Ms. Rose C. Gordon
Siobhan Gordon
Mr. Colburn Graves
Mrs. Alan Greener
Mary Hendrickson
Mrs. James Hicks
Mrs. Marion Hobaica
Marianne C. Holly
Ms. Joy Jastremski
Tricia Johnson
Kathleen A. Kennedy
Lavina Keppler
Jennifer Kettledon
Ms. Chandler Kissell
Mrs. Calvin W. Lane
Ms. Sara H. Lathrop
Mrs. Elaine Lee
Arnold Lema
Marilyn Leonard
Barbara L'Homme
Brian Lombard
Martin Marchese
Marcus Mason Maronn

Jane Martley
James Maxson
Janice McDermott
Marguerite McGugan
Donald McLellan
Lee W. Morris
Ms. Barbara B. Nelson
Judith Nickerson
Mrs. Roger Panciera
Mrs. Jean B. Pearson
Mrs. Richard Perkins
Gregory Pettys
Diana L. Phaneuf
Ms. Susan Phillips
Louise & Clark Phippen
Connie Plessman
Mr. Laszlo Pozsonyi
Mr. Edward Purcell
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L. Purinton
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild
Ms. Juliana Ratliff
Mrs. Kenneth Reid
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Reiter
Mr. & Mrs. Mrs. Leonard M.
Sawyer
Ms. Sharon E. Schnare
Mrs. Newell Sly
Marshall H. Smith
L. Edwin Sproul
Ms. Julia S. Stone
Mr. Carl A. Strand
Bob Suppicich
Ms. Amy Swan
Ms. Gail Swanson
Mr. George Sylvestre
Steven Telsey
Mary Pat Thayer
F. Paula Thompson
Karen Walker
Mr. Robert Welt
Mr. Steve White
Sarah Lee Willey
Susan Wyatt
Virginia Wydler
Ms. Catherine Casey Zahn
Debra Ziegler
Marlene Terry Ziegler
~Family~
Margaret Fee Austin
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Barres
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Barton
Paul & Debbie Bied
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Billing
Neal & Jane Lassen Bobruff
Robert Boris

Dan and Jane Brannegan
Marcie & Howard Brensilver
Donald & Robin Brown
Ken & Judey Buckbee
Ann & Russ Burgess
Sherman Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Carpenter
Jim & Bette Collins
Robert & Elace Comrie
Mr. Edward Coogan
Wayne F. Dailey
John & Pat Eginton
David & Marie Erskine
Mitchell Favreau
& Abigail Van Slyck
Harry & Susie Ferguson
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Fitton
Ms. Gloria Fowler
Mr. & Mrs. Eric J. Garofano
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gehring
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. Holmstedt
Robert L. & Catherine M. Kaylor
Ted & Susan Kietzman
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Krusewski
Fred & Betsy Lebel
Bob & Cindy Martin
Drs. John & Marcia McGowan
John McHugh
Stephen Menno
& Patricia Coveney
Nel and Mike Messick
Mystic Garden Club
Ms. Barbara Nielsen
Mr. Theodore Parker
John & Julia Parry
Barry Pinkowitz
Laurence & Nancy Potter
Bill Pryor
Mr. & Mrs. Brae Rafferty
Jennifer & Mark Raymond
Mr. O. Pomeroy Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Roper
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Scheer
Anne Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. David Scott
Seehaus Family
Stephen Simoncini
Mrs. Paul Simoncini
Mr. Hugh Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Carl M. Sommer
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Streeter
Mrs. Richard Trimble
Col & Mrs. James Turse
Sandy & Sidney Van Zandt
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Walker
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Watson

Mr. & Mrs. William Webster
Jay Weitlauf
Charles and Eleanor Wenderoth
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Whitford
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Williams
~Contributing~
Mr. & Mrs. George Allen
Atty Robert P. Anderson
John & Deborah Aspinwall
Roger Bowers
Alan & MJ Brush
Ms. Joanna Case
Ms. Marilyn Comrie
Kit Hartford & Rod Cook
Mr. Trad Dart
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Deichmann
Ms. Alice Foley
Sherri & Brian Gill
Ms. Kay Print Janney
Jack & Beth Komorowski
Ms. Katrina M. Korpi
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Law
Elizabeth M. Lockyer
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Marco
Judy Munro
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin North
Tom & Marie Olson
Cindy Palmer
Dr. & Mrs. David Rose
Bill and Karen Rutherford
Lynn Schroder
George & Anna Shaw
Ms. Ellen Smith
Elizabeth & Peter Sorensen
Tora Sterregaard
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Van Winkle
Dennis & Barbara Walsh
Mrs. John M. Washburn
Jane Wilkins
Ms. Delight Wolfe
~Benefactor~
Dr. & Mrs. Sultan Ahamed
Laura Beach
Mrs. Joan Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin G. Davis
Densmore Oil Co.
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M.
Durrschmidt
Mrs. William Glazier
Mr. Craig Haines
Mrs. John Lee
Hon. & Mrs. Robert Leuba
John Ring & Randy Berner
...continued page 9
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~Benefactor (cont.)~
Mr. & Mrs. Tod Schaefer
Dana and Richard Semeraro
Jack & Peggy Sinks
Mr. & Mrs. Harold P. Smith
Mr. J. Niel Spillane
Atty. & Mrs. Peter Stuart
Cmdr. & Mrs. Thomas Watkins
Mrs. Royal C. Werner
~Sustaining~
Mrs. Theodore T. Tylaska
~Life~
Mr. & Mrs. Louis P. Allyn
James Allyn Family
Whitney Allyn Family
Kate April
Ms. Judi Caracausa
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony C. Dinoto
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ettinger
David Evans
Mr. & Mrs. John Fiore
Charles Hamm
Mrs. Muriel Hinkle
Elizabeth & Lynn Holland
Mrs. Joseph T. Imdahl
Mr. Stephen P. Jones
Mr. & Mrs. James Kimenker
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Langlois
Mr. William E Lewis
Tom & Nancy McLoughlin
Mrs. Frank O' Beirne
Mrs. Brendan O'Donnell
Mrs. Marion Palm
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Patton
Ms. Barbara A. Pearson
Mr. William Peterson
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pryor
Dr. Trent J. Repko
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Sinnett
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan C. Sproul
Mr. Morgan St. John
Mr. & Mrs. Barry L. Thorp
Mrs. Brian A. Thorp
Mr. Robert Walker
~Life (Honorary)~
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Kodama
Stuart Lamson
Bailey & Jennifer Pryor Family

A Deserted Jumper: New Years Eve in Mystic, 1898
Excerpt from “Village Fire Fighters, 1883-1942,” donated by Cindy Goodman Turse:
“The first year the Rossie Velvet Company was operated in Mystic, the employees celebrated New Year’s. The officers of the Rossie Company advised the fire district officials that during the celebration the whistle on the plant would be blown at midnight.
The whistle was used at that time as the alarm for fires in that section of town. A bulletin was posted in the truck house advising the members of the Hooks that when the
whistle was blown they should not answer it as an alarm.
Some of our members had also been celebrating the advent of the New Year. When
they heard the velvet mill whistle blow they set up the cry of “fire,” and going to the
truck house started out with the jumper.

It had been snowing hard since late afternoon and there were several inches of snow
on the ground. The jumper pulled hard, and by the time the boys reached the little
bridge on Holmes Street they were all tuckered out.
A halt was called, and a council of war was held. It was decided that it would be too
much work to return the jumper to the truck house. So it was left in the snow on
Holmes Street, and the boys returned to their celebration.
Hades was to pay the next day when the district and company officials heard the story.
Early the next morning the jumper was properly housed and an investigation started.
As a result of the investigation charges were preferred against the members who were
responsible.
Several of them
were fined, and one resigned from
the company. The members were
assisted in the prank by several
non-members. It was always said
that these non-members, with one
exception, were black-balled
whenever they made application
to join the Hooks. This one exception was admitted many years
after the episode.”
Members of the Mystic Hook & Ladder Co. in 1896
Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654
to the present.
~~~
Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Open • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Potter •
Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder
~~~
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-December,
January-February, March-April and May-June
~~~
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October 2021 Meeting Minutes - - The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library on October 18, 2021. Attendees were: Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Marilyn
Comrie, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild and Lynn Schroder.
President (L. Allyn for S. Menno): A motion was made, seconded
and passed to accept the minutes of the 20 September 2021 meeting. S. Menno met with Gail, “Grace”, Cleere a potential candidate
for the MRHS board. Her resume will be circulated to members for
future discussion, and she is likely to attend the January 2022 meeting. Batteries for the smoke detectors in PVA were replaced in September. S. Menno picked up 25 MRHS walking tour brochures from
the Chamber of Commerce and discovered an issue when folded. As
suggested by L. Allyn, S. Menno added a link to our collections on the
home page. The link will have a small photograph added in the near
future. S. Menno will be providing a description of Steven Slosberg’s
planned December talk for publishing in the upcoming
MRHS newsletter.
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn): Cash in the bank totals $4,312.93.
Otherwise, there was little activity during September.
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter): No activity since September’s meeting.
Curatorial (E. Boucher): Work continues on ongoing projects. No
new developments since September’s meeting.
Information Technology (S. Thorp): Backups were performed on
27 September 2021, and the files copied and removed off-site for safe
keeping. Additionally, a copy of the PastPerfect Web Edition All Catalog file was downloaded and stored with the data files. Security
backups were completed for the MRHS1, MRHS2, and MRHS3 computers. Microsoft notified us that these three computers have the capability for using Windows 11 as the operating system and that a free
copy of the new software is available for download. Downloading
will be done after discussions with the primary operators are completed at a later date. No major problem with a transition is expected at
this time.
Membership (L. Allyn, John Parry): Membership activity has been
quiet since the September 2021 board meeting. There have been four
membership renewals: two at the family level and two at the contributing level. There have been no new members or deaths.
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno): Upcoming
meetings will continue via Zoom and include November 8th: The
Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of the Cold War - a
Tragedy in Three Acts, by Scott Anderson (2020) Dec. 13: The Battle
of Stonington: Torpedoes, Submarines and Rockets in the War of
1812, by James Tertius de Kay (1990) Jan. 10 & Feb. 14, 2022: In
the Hurricane's Eye: The Genius of George Washington and the Victory at Yorktown, by Nathaniel Philbrick (2018) March 14 & April
11: Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Nation, by John
Ehle (1988) May 9: The Bomber Mafia, by Malcolm Gladwell (2021)
Newsletter (E. Boucher): The next newsletter will be issued on November 1. Deadline for submittals is October 22. The MRHS membership roster will be published in January’s issue instead of December.
Programs (S. Menno): S. Menno will be providing more detail on
the upcoming S. Slosberg program. The Fort Griswold Colonel Ledyard Cemetery program was sold out. M. Comrie provided an update
on developments related to the planned Mystic River Bridge Centennial activities including Foxwoods’ donation of $40,000 to fund fireworks and local school scholarships as well as the goal to involve as
many local groups as possible including the Olde Mistick Village and
local television stations. A kickoff meeting sponsored by The Greater
Mystic Chamber of Commerce is scheduled for April 21. M. Comrie
and E. Boucher are also working with the Groton Public Library to
provide content for a planned display of the bridge through the years.

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): An auto-response process is
being developed to direct relevant FB inquiries to Curatorial. Content
posting remains ongoing.

Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn): Buzzi Memorials will be realigning five markers with monies from a Lord Foundation grant.
Next Meeting— 15 November at Mystic and Noank Library
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary

Seeking Photos of the Mystic Drawbridge
The Mystic River Historical Society is planning a program
as well as a series of exhibits to debut in April 2022 to
commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Mystic River
Drawbridge. We would like to invite anyone with photos
(prints or digital), artwork, or memorabilia depicting the
drawbridge, 1922—present, to consider making a loan or
donation to the historical society to help us commemorate
this milestone anniversary. We are happy to scan photographs or slides at the archives building, and return the
hard copies to any person who does not want to part with
their originals.
We are interested in all sorts of images including:
•Parades and road races crossing the bridge.
•Vessels passing the bridge during the wooden boat
show, lighted boat parade, or during voyages to Mystic Seaport.
•Scenic photographs of the bridge.
•Images of people enjoying downtown Mystic or the
Mystic River that feature the drawbridge in the background.
If you would like to participate, you can contact us at info@mystichistory.org, call Elizabeth Boucher at 860-5364779, or drop in at the Downes Building during our open
hours.
THANK YOU to Alan Brush, Cheryl Barszcz, Meredith Fuller, Marcus Maronn, Jim Streeter and Virginia
Wydler for your submissions.

Photo by Meredith Fuller

Events Calendar

Newsletter/Print Patrons

7pm Monday, January 10, 2022
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
In the Hurricane’s Eye (1st half)
By Nathaniel Philbrick
7pm Monday, February 14, 2022
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
In the Hurricane’s Eye (2nd half)
By Nathaniel Philbrick
7:30 pm Wednesday, February 23, 2022
“Mystic Roots: How Her Local Ties Influenced Philanthropist Mary Stillman Harkness,”
Presented by Barbara Nagy
Bring a friend! All meetings are free and open to the public!
Donations are always welcome. Renew or become a Member of MRHS
for updates about our events. Contact us at info@mystichistory.org

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN
ROBERT BORIS
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN
DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN
ANN & RUSS BURGESS
MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN
KATE DIMANCESCU
HERMINE DUDDA
DAVID EVANS
MR. CRAIG HAINES
MURIEL HINKLE
JUDY HICKS
ELAINE LEE
BRIAN LOMBARD
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN
MRS. ROGER PANCIERA
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY

Membership Updates
We are pleased to welcome new members Lenny Bellet, Robert Boris, Arnold Lema and Barry Pinkowitz, and regret
the passing of member Elizabeth “Bettye” Noyes. We also regret the passing of William Blunt White in 2020.
-John Parry, Membership
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