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More Than a Shipwreck: What the CATHERINE M MONAHAN Tells Us About Our History

By Kip Tabb
The sinking The MONAHAN
ERI NE M MO of the | ast
dodg&isncarry of ships. L a
excitement years wearlie
cue during Mystic, Conr
nadgaster @ Ist was desi gned

coast al wat e
l antic seabo
number of VO
=8| og. Althoug
~ or as fast a
that were al
i ng ocean C
the beginnin

by a torped
wat er mi ne.

Yet the CA
MONAHAN and
may tell as
hi story of
St at es as a

beneath the century, us i

Graveyard of % ‘and onIy nee
_ MRHS1992.027.0178, Gift ofmalsecem;'arc? bl ornsy

Leaving New s<cohfokndtalcCROPHERI NE M MONAHAN, atéfth éCM EBntMacD

in August of 1910, tGrédober 19, 1904.

woodenmafsaduerd schooner w@sl tbawnd peohaXKxn, ghnonic th

Key, Fl orida with a <car godeosft i herdt Ifoord o@emerdt .t h&om

either on the'"%ri goher hoap sAudguureiere® Btntge feeaayt s of i ts da

of t'HetP4& MONAHAN dragged her bottom along Dia-

mond Shoal and began to tadabkdagntihamech s@t Klerwi, ghtl or
Key, really more a part (

Just south of Hatteras I nieta@dpt 8Biun Ji.n Sh®Eppard mw
ship could not be saved adeheseeasdedraad rioiasdd cH xetwe n soi
ship. Signaling the DuranRailiwaggsavi ng Station at
that his crew was taking to |ifeboats, there was |
a heroic rescue. The Overseas Railroad wa:

Henry Flagler, one of the
However, Captain Sheppardf umaledsbdbyi mpagseed Wi shi
professionalism of t he Duwrmpaemt n§tati bhe pRasamaeCan
sent a letter the Sumeeir niKeenyd eWets tofwotuhed become a ¢
Lifesaving Service callingubttentibe Caritlhkeaskibds
sy he and his crew received.

FIl agler had already | inke
il wish to inform you of tthrey kamd headatemerrtndle dh avies
the men of Wehiabasdanieainnolo meesseall at the northern
sinking Siogndaltiinmogh.us wher ©®neo ylkand,)] atlee Iciohesawcti
ing crew were right on hagan ten dc abtyc hl 9h0o8l dh i csf t dier r
run her uplonftlée, beveacihave had every atten-
tion from the keepéhhe amrdotéd .a@!| &fol tllyi, s ast antaingn,cal | e

dided @l us miles of al most c



The project had become aBdaadse iRmltaeglineart i foinmd n ceendg i

undertaking. St eel beams accamea nforuonmm R ehnants yw avsa ns pae n tf
der water construct irporno,dutcteddreecfewgsar e aGerd$tah mi | | i on
me nt t hat was i deal; freshwater had to be barged
Mi a mi because there is no fresh water on the Keys.

The extension | asted unti

The New York produced Porotfl aln9d3 5¢c ewmteindh wwispedecuf i
used fearatabove usses and bBrnirdggd . nAl tblrecwagils et hietr ewai ss

no record saying speci fsiiomanl,| yt hda hradai | t he nec awago n
MONAHAN was <carrying wagss bdreisdtgiense dl aftoerr tbheec apnreo jtehcet |,
hard to imagine any ot hermopdoesrsni bAvee russeea sf aHri gah wsalyi pwle
ment at the southern tip of the railroad network a

Rest ilnOgbd nwat er , t he MONAI
I n 1912, the |l ast stretchyofextplee i eaicled!| dne ewas @AaC|
Key West was connected by nrgaillefwi tof tthe makt fofamel
try. Many considered theofOvPosthandExCemesntongiovwes to
Eight Wonders of the Wor lfdi mdl irntesttiimgpe.pl ace.
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phot os, the society can n

Seeking Photos, Memorabilia on the | ng and return the origin

1960|\/|y5tic|:ire Anyone with photos, fil:
i ng to share with the

By Mf'“' anniversary of an eve

Comrie scape of downtown Mys
The M torical i sbo@eyygt asahi e

River Dorrie Hanna at t he .

Society 536779. Thank you to

present ready contributed!

gram | Deadline for submis

cember

me mor at

60nNnni v

of the MRIS2005. 054. 005 8

i n M&s thii & - Gift of James Burbank

tory. The Dec. 12, 1960, . fg . ' i ne

on both sides of East Ma: \ i whr

the flagpol e, including €SS«

Strand movie theater, w h ngs

Mystic River.

The fire was discovere ur i
raging snowstorm and was g \ t ot
stores were all/l packed f ui i YMRHSBB b & 10hB U 4 ¢ VEC fY Si
the height of the Christmas shopping season, so tfF
cial | oss was significant‘A‘epkn()0 Jkpas

The society is seeking iThe Editor apologizes fora
member s or residents may photograph of sl edders ono
willing to share. The socWhile the photograph is a

tion, the photograph was t
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