
www.mystichistory.org  • vol. XLVIII, issue V•  May/June, 2022 
 

  Mystic’s Garden Cemetery: A Walking Tour 
of Elm Grove 

 

Presented by Marilyn Comrie 

Join us Saturday, May 21, 11 a.m. at Elm Grove 
Cemetery 

 

Mystic River Historical Society member Marilyn Comrie 

will lead a walk through Elm Grove Cemetery at 11 a.m. 

Saturday, May 21. Learn the history of Mystic's garden 

cemetery and about the lives of some of the prominent 

people from Mystic's past who are buried there. The walk 

will be about a mile and a half long and last about an hour 

and a half. It is limited to 40 people. To register, contact 

the historical society at info@mystichistory.com or 860-

536-4779 by May 15.  
 

The rain date is May 22. Please park on the paved road in 

the cemetery, not on the grass. 

Mystic River Drawbridge Centennial Activities 
Library Exhibit 

“100 years of the Mystic Bascule Bridge” is on display at 

the Groton Public Library through the end of October. The 

exhibit, curated by Elizabeth Boucher and Marilyn Com-

rie, tells the history of bridges in downtown Mystic from 

1819 through 2022. The exhibit is free and open during 

regular library hours. We hope members will stop in and 

view it. 

Volunteers Needed 

As you know, the historical society is partnering with the 

Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce for this summer’s 

100th anniversary of the Mystic drawbridge. The commit-

tee planning the events will have a welcome center in the 

former Mystical Toys building right by the bridge. It is 

scheduled to open in May and run through the grand finale 

celebration on Oct. 15. 

There will be someone hired to run the center, which will 

be open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., but they are looking 

for volunteers to work four-hour shifts during the day to 

help with the large number of visitors we expect the center 

to get this summer. Shifts are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 2-6 

p.m. Volunteers will greet visitors, answer email, sell mer-

chandise and answer phones. We hope members of the 

society will offer their time this summer in support of this 

event. The chamber would like people who volunteer to 

choose a day of the week and volunteer for that same time 

each week. You can also volunteer for that time and day 

once a month. Contact the chamber at 860-572-9578 or 

mysticchamber.org. 

Souvenir Booklet 

The Mystic River Historical Society is preparing a 56-

page souvenir booklet about the Mystic River drawbridge 

that will be for sale at the visitor center and other venues 

around town beginning June 1. The booklet is part of the 

100th anniversary celebration of the bridge and is being 

produced by the centennial committee. Elizabeth Boucher 

and Marilyn Comrie are preparing the booklet and we 

hope all the society’s members will support this project by 

purchasing a booklet when it is published. The historical 

society will share in the profits from the publication. 



Introduction 

To celebrate the 100th birthday of the Mystic draw-

bridge, which will be July 19, 2022, the Mystic River 

Historical Society has invited Ted Garringer, who 

served as bridge tender from 1975 to 2002, to share his 

memories of sitting at the center of Mystic for nearly 

three decades. This is the final installment of five col-

umns describing life from his unique window on Mystic. 

We thank Ted for helping us celebrate this important 

milestone in the village's history. 

A Bridge Between Communities 
 

The primary purpose of the Mystic River Highway 

Bridge is to ensure the safe navigation of river traffic up 

and down the Mystic River. In Connecticut, river traffic 

has the right of way over highway traffic.  The exception 

to this rule is the special summer opening hours that 

have been negotiated with Groton and Stonington to ac-

commodate highway traffic in the busy summer boating 

months. During my years of bridge tending the agree-

ment was to open once every hour at quarter after the 

hour, between 7:15 a.m. and 7:15 p.m.  
 

Everything worked fine until one of the towns had an 

emergency. Fire, police, and ambulance calls trumped 

everything. This is how it was supposed to work: When 

a 911 call came in to either town that required a bridge 

crossing the 911 operator was instructed to call the 

bridge emergency direct line (a red wall phone mounted 

by the console in the bridge house) to tell the bridge ten-

der to hold all openings until the emergency vehicle 

crossed over the bridge. This worked great 90 percent of 

the time. The other 10 percent caused real stress and 

confusion for the river traffic and the bridge tender.   
 

I remember one summer day when the perfect storm 

emergency event occurred. It was a beautiful day and 

Mystic was bustling with tourist pedestrians, steady 

highway traffic and the river was full of boat traffic – 

large and small.  It was time for the scheduled 5:15 p.m. 

opening. I visually checked traffic; rang the bells, low-

ered the traffic and pedestrian gates, blew the air horn to 

get the river traffic’s attention and finally started raising 

the bridge. As the bridge span rose, the river traffic be-

gan the normal chaotic charge toward the bridge, jock-

eying for position. There were maybe 15 vessels north-

bound and another 10 or so southbound with even more 

small craft zipping around like gnats. When the span 

reached a full 90 degrees open, I stood back to watch the 

show, which would generally last about 10 

minutes. Then the unthinkable happened. The emergen-

cy phone rang. The B.F. Hoxie Fire Department Ston-

ington side was requesting a crossing NOW for a work-

ing structure fire on the Groton side. 
 

I had to immediately lower the bridge. My emergency 

procedures began. I blasted the air horn five times – this 

signals an emergency. I made an announcement on ma-

rine radio channel 16 informing the boaters of the imme-

diate closing. I also made an announcement on the pub-

lic address system for those boaters who were not tuned 

into channel 16. Then I slowly started to close the 

bridge. Boats were scrambling to get through the bridge 

or to go back. Then I started getting radio calls from the 

boats asking, “WHY ARE YOU CLOSING?”  My re-

sponse: “We have a 911 call – closing immediately – no 

opening until we get an all clear.” 
 

I could hear the fire truck sirens heading our way.  It 

was chaos in the channel, but I had the bridge safely 

down in about three minutes.  I watched as two fire en-

gines made it through all the stopped traffic on Route 1 

and across the drawbridge in less than 10 minutes after 

the emergency phone rang. Fifteen minutes later I was 

able to reopen the bridge. 
 

Devastating events such as the March 6, 2000, fire that 

destroyed the Central Hall building on West Main, 

where the firefighters had firetrucks and hoses on the 

Up and Down The Mystic River: Part 5 of a 5-Part Series 
Article and Photos by Ted Garringer, with an introduction by Marilyn Comrie 

Fire trucks on the Mystic drawbridge, responding to the Central 
Hall fire, March 6, 2000.  Photo by Ted Garringer. 



bridge to help fight the blaze, and lesser events such as 

parades, celebrations and the annual Outdoor Art Festi-

val made the bridge tenders feel like we were part of the 

Mystic community. 
 

In February 1999, we saw firsthand how the community 

felt about us. The Connecticut Department of Transpor-

tation wanted to privatize the bridge operations 

statewide. The idea was to save money by hiring an out-

side company to man and manage all the DOT draw-

bridges. When the community learned about this plan 

they were outraged and very vocal.  Many local newspa-

pers covered the story. Local people made signs and 

held a protest rally in the Mystic River Park in support 

of the Mystic bridge tenders. 
 

On February 25, 1999, The Mystic River Press published 

an editorial titled “A small price to pay for something 

real.”  The opinion covered the controversy surrounding 

the bridge tender privatization threat and the ultimate 

lowered pay scale for bridge tenders. Most notably they 

captured the sense of community that existed in Mystic: 
 

“What has been brought to the forefront by the ongoing 

discussion of their future is that the bridge tenders do 

more than open and close the bridge – they are a part of 

something real that happens in this community.  The vil-

lage’s activism in trying to keep its bridge tenders on the 

bridge has revealed how integral they are, as is the 

bridge itself, to our sense of community here in Mystic.” 

When I retired from the State of Connecticut, I was hon-

ored by the Mystic Chamber of Commerce at a small 

reception where I was presented with this proclamation. 

“Awarded to Ted Garringer in recognition of your 31 

years of service to the citizens of Mystic, and your out-

standing commitment and dedication to the Mystic River 

Drawbridge. Presented by the Mystic Chamber of Com-

merce, Tuesday, September 3, 2002.” 
 

Many thanks to the Mystic, Stonington, and Groton 

communities for your support over the years. 
 

Sincerely, 

Ted Garringer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MRHS would like to offer a special thank you to Ted 
Garringer, for contributing his stories and photographs to 
our Bridge Centennial project.  We would also like to 
thank Matt Andrew, Cheryl Barszcz, Mark Beebe, Alan 
Brush, Rod Coleman, Marilyn Comrie, Hermine Dudda, 
Capt. John Eginton, Meredith Fuller, Marcus Mason 
Maronn, Judy and R.J. Nickerson, Jim Streeter, Barry 
Thorp and Ginny Wydler for their contributions. 



 

Reader Tip:  Find MRHS Photographs Featured in New Exhibits 
 

Lyman Allen Art Museum: 

Artwork and photographs depicting Mystic, including select photographs from the MRHS archives, will be fea-

tured in the exhibit Picturing Mystic: Views of the CT Shoreline, 1890-1950 at the Lyman Allen Art Museum, 

May 21—September 4, 2022.  Learn more at: https://www.lymanallyn.org/picturing-mystic/ 

 

The New London Maritime Society: 

Mystic artist Ellery Thompson is featured in a new online exhibition by Brian Rogers for the NLMS Frank L. 

McGuire Library titled “New London to New York by Night Boat:  Ellery Thompson Recalls the Golden Age of 

Steamboats on Long Island Sound.”  (https://mcguirelibrary1998.omeka.net/exhibits/show/new-london-to-new-

york-by-nigh).  “Travel between New York and Boston and the intermediate ports of New London, Norwich, 

Stonington and Fall River was comfortable and popular before the automobile era, the boats being fast, often 

quite luxurious, with dining to rival the best hotels. This exhibition seeks to convey some of the excitement of 

that time. Except for one or two lines which carried on briefly in the World War II years, the golden age of the 

steamboats came to a sudden end in 1937 when the Fall River Line ceased operations. The New London Line 

had shut down two years before.”        — Brian Rogers, Online Exhibitions Librarian, Frank L. McGuire Library 

Then:  The Mallory memorial archway under construc-

tion at the Elm Grove Cemetery, 1894.  The granite arch-

way, at the eastern entrance of the cemetery, was built in 

memory of Charles Henry Mallory (1818-1890) with 

funds provided by his wife, Eunice Clift Mallory, and 

their five children.  The initial stages of construction be-

gan in 1892.  The project was completed over three years 

with granite supplied from the Westerly Granite Compa-

ny and skilled stonemasons from Italy.  An official dedi-

cation for the completed memorial was held on August 7, 

1895.  The gateway replaced two large and beloved elm 

trees which had previously marked the entrance to the 

cemetery.  1990.001.0484, gift of Jesse Stinson.   

 

Now:  The completed gateway spans 54 ft., is 32 ft. high 

and 6 ft. thick.  To this day, it is maintained through a 

trust fund left by the Mallory family.  An inscription over 

the highest archway reads “I am the Resurrection and the 

Life” and the Greek letters Alpha and Omega can be seen 

on either side.   

Mystic Then and Now:  Elm Grove Cemetery, 1894—2022  

We would like to thank CT Humanities for 
awarding us with an operating support grant 

from the CT Cultural Fund for 2022. 



Meet the Superintendent of  
Elm Grove Cemetery 

 

By Marilyn Comrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Davis literally works from dawn to dusk. 

As superintendent of Elm Grove Cemetery, one of his 

jobs is to open the gates at the Mallory Arch when the 

sun comes up and close them again at sunset. 

Having people who live in the area treat Elm Grove as a 

park, where they can walk and enjoy the beauty of the 

acreage along the Mystic River, has been part of the 

cemetery’s mission since it was established in 1853. 

Elm Grove was founded at the height of the rural ceme-

tery movement of the mid-19th century. The movement 

began after the American Medical Group blamed an epi-

demic of yellow fever that killed 16,000 people in New 

York City on an overused graveyard near Trinity Church 

in Lower Manhattan. 

Believing that graveyards in highly populated areas 

posed a health hazard, cities began looking for tracts of 

land outside the city limits to bury their dead.  

The rural cemetery movement was also influenced by the 

Victorian view of death as “eternal rest.”  As these burial 

grounds were established around the country, the word 

“cemetery,” from the Greek for “to put to sleep” or “a 

place of rest” replaced burial ground or graveyard in our 

vocabulary. 

To match the idea of eternal rest, these rural cemeteries 

were designed as parks, with rolling hills, trees and 

brooks. The Puritan gravestones of a century earlier, with 

skulls and crossbones, were replaced by stones decorated 

with flowers, angels, weeping willow and crowns. 

Elm Grove has all of these features.  The first trustees 

spent $3,800 to buy 22 acres halfway between Mystic 

and Old Mystic in March 1853 to establish the cemetery. 

At 50 acres today, Elm Grove has more than doubled in 

size. 

More than 14,000 people are interred in Elm Grove. Da-

vis said they conduct between 100 and 200 burials each 

year. These days 70 percent of the burials are cremations, 

a growing trend that has been accelerated by Covid-19, 

Davis said. 

Davis said the use of the cemetery as a park has skyrock-

eted during the Covid-19 pandemic, too, as people 

sought a quiet place to get some exercise during the lock-

down that also allowed them to socially distance. 

Davis said he was adamant about keeping the gates of 

the cemetery open during the pandemic and took a bit of 

flack for it. 

“I wanted people to enjoy the natural beauty of the ceme-

tery – just to be able to walk around and keep their sani-

ty,” he said. 

He and his family would be the most affected by an in-

crease in foot traffic in the cemetery because they live in 

the superintendent’s house on the grounds. 

The house was very familiar to Davis when he moved in 

17 years ago. His father, also named Jim Davis, had been 

superintendent for the 13 years before him and had lived 

in the house. Every superintendent of the cemetery has 

lived in that house since it was built in 1905. 

“I have a deep love for the cemetery,” Davis said, talking 

about the many years his family has been associated with 

the cemetery and with this section of Connecticut. He is 

descended from the Stanton family of Stonington. 

“My family was one of the first reinterments in the cem-

etery,” he said. Many people who died before Elm Grove 

was founded and were buried in other cemeteries were 

reinterred in Elm Grove after 1853. 

His family’s association with the cemetery as workers 

dates to 1960, when his father, at 17, was hired as a 

groundskeeper. He worked under Bob Burnett, who was 



superintendent from 1943 to 1993, learning all the jobs 

in the cemetery.  

In 1991, as a teenager, Davis began working at the ceme-

tery with his father, also learning all the jobs.  

When Burnett retired, Davis’ father took over, serving as 

superintendent from 1993 until his death in 2005. In 

2005, the trustees named Davis to succeed his father as 

superintendent. 

Today, in his 31st year at Elm Grove and 17th as superin-

tendent, he directs a grounds crew of five. He is also the 

face of the cemetery, selling lots, installing foundations, 

doing horticulture and serving as business manager. He 

answers to a board of trustees 

Davis said the two biggest problems facing the cemetery 

today are encroachment and rising sea levels. 

He said the trustees are repeatedly approached by neigh-

boring hotel properties about selling some of the ceme-

tery land.  

“That’s not going to happen,” he said. 

Of greater concern is rising levels of the Mystic River. In 

30 years, he said, the south end of the cemetery near 

Mystic Seaport could be under water. That will be a seri-

ous issue for the trustees to tackle. 

The longevity of the cemetery looks bright. Davis said 

there is enough land to conduct traditional burials for the 

next 50 years. The cemetery built a columbarium is 2015 

for cremation burials. It is nearly full, but more can be 

built. Davis said there is enough space for cremation bur-

ials for the next 100 years.  

“My job is to make sure the cemetery is cared for in per-

petuity,” he said. 

President’s Report 2021-2022 

This report covers Mystic River Historical Society activi-

ty from May 26, 2021 through April 1, 2022.  While this 

report is normally given at the Annual Meeting in May, 

this year’s annual meeting is in April, since there will be 

no members’ meeting in May. 

MRHS continues to perform its mission of collecting and 

exhibiting papers, photographs, and other records that 

document the history of Mystic.  Under curatorial man-

ager Elizabeth Boucher, MRHS accepted into its collec-

tions new acquisitions from 31 donors during this report-

ing period.  These donations ranged in size from single 

items to several boxes of material, and they record local 

history from both sides of the Mystic River from the ear-

ly 19th century through the 21st. Many of our new col-

lections have been highlighted in the Portersville Press, 

but the full scope includes a collection of local newspa-

pers and scrapbooks (dating from 1848 – 1984), family 

photographs and papers (from the Fish, Goodman, 

Clarke, Grimes and Stowe families), institutional records 

(from the Union Baptist Church, Fitch High School, the 

Mystic Mariners, the Mystic Artists’ Cooperative, 

Enders Island), numerous postcards and photographs of 

the area (particularly featuring the Mystic River Bascule 

Bridge), and more. 

In June 2021, the MRHS archives were made public and 

can be viewed on the website created for us through soft-

ware provided by Past Perfect Web Edition.  The link to 

this website (mystichistory.catalogaccess.com) can be 

found on the homepage of the MRHS website. 

On June 12, 2021, an open house of Portersville Acade-

my was held in association with CT Open House Day. 

continued page 7... 

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 

to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Open • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Potter •  
Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-December, 

January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  



As part of the centennial celebration of the Mystic River 

bascule bridge, Elizabeth Boucher and Marilyn Comrie 

developed an extensive display of Mystic River bridge 

history at the Groton Public Library.  The display offi-

cially opened April 2, 2022 and will run through Octo-

ber. Additionally, MRHS has been working with the 

Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce on various bridge

-related activities.  In this regard, MRHS has received a 

$10,000 matching grant from the Eastern Regional Tour-

ism District to contract Firesite Films to create a video 

celebrating the bridge centennial.  Also, a puzzle show-

ing a 1941 photograph of the whaleship Charles W. Mor-

gan passing through the Mystic River bridge enroute to 

the Mystic Seaport Museum has been produced as a 

fundraiser. 

The MRHS website is currently being converted to new 

software, specifically, WordPress.  This transition from 

the Frontpage software should be complete May 1, 2022. 

Regarding our physical plant, a new HVAC system was 

installed in the Downes building in late March 2022.  

Fortunately, the cost of this system was absorbed by an 

extremely generous previous donation from one of our 

members.  

MRHS resumed in-person speaker meetings in Decem-

ber, with Steven Slosberg talking about “Dorothy 

Comingore: From Citizen Kane to Leading Lady of 

Lords Point.”  Barbara Nagy spoke to us in February 

about “Mystic Roots: How her local ties influenced 

philanthropist Mary Stillman Harkness” and Matt Novo-

sad in March about “Pirates, Whales, and Merchants: 

Franklin and the Sea.”  Barbara’s and Matt’s talks were 

recorded by SEC-TV and made available to members 

subsequent to these meetings.  It is intended to continue 

to record MRHS speaker meetings and provide members 

with links to them. 

In January 2022, Grace Cleere was appointed to the 

board of trustees. At our April meeting, Nancy Potter, 

Stephanie Thorp, Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, and John 

Parry are up for re-election to the board and Margaret 

Austin is up for election.  After many, many years of ser-

vice to MRHS, current treasurer and past president Lou 

Allyn will be stepping down.  MRHS thanks Lou for the 

numerous ways he has helped MRHS.  He has in many 

ways been the man behind the curtain making sure 

MRHS is properly run.  Thank you, Lou!   

By May 2022, Portersville Press newsletter editor Eliza-

beth Boucher will have issued five newsletters sine the 

last president’s report.  These newsletters have highlight-

ed the historic 100th anniversary of the Mystic River 

Bridge and have received many compliments.  In 2023, 

the newsletter will highlight articles to help celebrate the 

50th anniversary of the founding of MRHS. 

Regarding membership, MRHS currently has 281 mem-

berships, including 21 complimentary memberships and 

3 honorary life memberships.  Since the last annual re-

port, MRHS has welcomed 15 new memberships (21 

new members).  Unfortunately, we lost 6 members. We 

also archived 13 memberships which were not re-

newed during the past two years. 

MRHS remains financially sound.  Expenses exceeded 

income in 2021 by $3,799.33. This shortfall was offset 

by a gain of $7,858.41 from MRHS investment income, 

for a net gain of $4,059.08.  Regarding 2022, expenses 

are currently projected to be within budget, especially in 

view of a large donation from an anonymous donor.  

During this reporting period, unrestricted cash donations 

from 37 donors totaled $18,417.  Additionally, MRHS 

received a $6,400 operating support grant from the CT 

Humanities Council in December 2021 to cover expenses 

through December 2022.  We continue to be grateful to 

our membership whose dues are our main source of in-

come, as well as for donations, and support from our 

newsletter patrons.  Thank you! 

Stephen Menno, 

MRHS President 
 

Checking in with the History Book Club 
 

The History Book Club meets on the second Monday of 
the month at 7:00 on Zoom. All readers are welcome to 
join.  The Library works to provide copies of the books 
being discussed. Copies of the current selection are avail-
able at the front desk.  You must email Dana Semeraro to 
get the Zoom link dssemeraro@gmail.com.  

 

June 13 & July 11—The Man Who Ran Washington: 
The Life and Times of James A. Baker III, by Peter 
Baker & Susan Glasser (2020, 688 pages)  
 
August 8—Battle for Europe:  How the Duke of Marl-
borough Masterminded the Defeat of France at Blen-
heim, by Charles Spencer (2004, 331 pages) 
 
September 12 & October 10—The Empire of Pain:  
The Secret History of the Sackler Dynasty, by Patrick 
Radden Keefe (2021, 535 pages) 



February 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library on Febru-
ary 14, 2022.  Attendees: Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Grace Cleere, 
Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry (via Zoom),  Nancy Potter, 
Lynn Schroder, Jim Streeter, Stephanie Thorp. 
 

President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the 10 January 2022 meeting notes.  The HVAC system at the 
Downes building needs replacement. Promotion of MRHS archives on 
our homepage will be more prominently featured. The current soft-
ware program used for our website landing page needs to be updated.  
A description of the March 2022 program by Matt Novosad needs to 
be created for promotion.  Moving the annual meeting to precede the 
April program led by J. Streeter was recommended and approved by 
all. Three-quarters ($4,800) of the CT Humanities CT Cultural Fund 
Operating Support Grant has been received. A financial report docu-
menting its disbursement must be filed prior to 12/31/2022. S. Menno 
recommended the formation of a subcommittee to discuss programs 
and merchandise ( e.g., calendars, puzzles etc.) to support MRHS’ 
fiftieth anniversary next year. The 2023 Mystic Irish Parade could 
feature this milestone.  
 

Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $2,274.85. A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the treasurer’s 
report.  
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Thank you notes were sent to 
19 existing members (Individual, Family, Contributing, Benefactor or 
Life) who included an additional cash donation with their renewal. 
Thank you notes were also sent to seven Benefactor level members, 
one Sustaining member and one Life member. Three notes were also 
sent for miscellaneous contributions and support. 
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  MRHS has been awarded a $10,000 grant 
from the Eastern Regional Tourism District to produce a film on the 
100-year history of the Mystic River Bascule Bridge in partnership 
with Firesite Films, the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce and 
Bridge Marketing. Production of the film and interviews are underway 
and expected to be completed by April 2022. Archival record boxes, 
photograph boxes and photograph sleeves have been ordered to ac-
commodate new donations. A small portion of the CT Cultural Fund 
Operating Support Grant will cover these costs. 
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On February 7, 2022, the IT 
System Administrator performed the equipment updates and file back-
ups. MRHS1 and MRHS2 computers were updated with the latest 
Dell and Microsoft security updates. The updates for the MRHS3 lap-
top computer were done by the Curatorial Manager. All computers are 
performing properly and connections to the network are functioning as 
they should. The Catalog Backups for Past Perfect Web Edition were 
downloaded and stored offsite. The folder of new images being trans-
ferred to Past Perfect for inclusion into the Web Edition database were 
backed up. The working files for the Curator were copied and stored 
off site for security. S. Thorp also distributed a report by B. Thorp 
detailing existing problems of and potential enhancements to the 
search capabilities and backup of MRHS’ database for discussion at a 
future meeting. 
  
Membership (L. Allyn, J. Parry):  Since our January 10, 2022, 
meeting, we have added one new Family membership, Jay and Rose-
mary Louden. Both the Loudens and three other renewing members 
complimented MRHS on the quality of our newsletter. As a result, J. 
Parry recommended local placement of newsletter copies at local sites 
as a method to boost interest and membership. As part of our 2022 
renewals process, we have also become aware of the loss in the past 
18 months of two of our members: Mrs. Jane Donnel on April 26, 
2021, and Leonard M. Sawyer on August 19, 2020. We also learned 
that Life Members Mr. and Mrs. William Stam were omitted from the 
2021 membership list published in the January/February Porterville 
Press. J. Parry sent a letter to apologize as well as notify the Stams 

that a correction will be printed in the March/April Porterville Press. 
On January 24, 2022, renewal letters were sent to all 2021 MRHS 
members. To date, 103 memberships have been renewed: Individual 
($25) – 46, Family ($50) – 32, Contributing ($75) – 11, Benefactor 
($150) – 9, Sustaining ($350) – 1 and new Life member ($1,000). 
Seven Life members made donations and nine members made an addi-
tional donation as part of their membership renewal. Eight members 
renewed their Newsletter patronage for 2022 and three members be-
came new Newsletter Patrons – Alan and MJ Brush, Barry and Steph-
anie Thorp and George and Anna Shaw. There was 1 new Life mem-
bership, Virginia Wydler.  
   
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  March 14 
& April 11:  Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Na-
tion, by John Ehle (1988) May 9: The Bomber Mafia, by Malcolm 
Gladwell (2021)  
 

Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The content deadline for the upcoming 
edition of the Portersville Press is February 18.  This edition is ex-
pected to be issued digitally on March 1 with the print version to fol-
low.   
 

Programs (S. Menno):  A final reminder of the February Barbara 
Nagy program will be sent to membership. Refreshments will be pro-
vided including both pre-packaged and homemade (by N. Potter) op-
tions. If possible, the February program will be filmed for subsequent 
broadcast on CT’s Public Access Channel 12. 
 

Bridge Centennial (M. Comrie):  A reception for the Groton Public 
Library bridge centennial installation is scheduled for April 2. S. Men-
no will provide opening remarks. The next issue of the Portersville 
Press will include an article by Ted Garringer that contains a humor-
ous rant by the editor of The Day newspaper about the bridge being 
stuck. J. Streeter reported that he will be reprising his bridge program 
for the Stonington Historical Society in September 2022. There was 
also discussion about display of the bridge’s former two bull gears as 
part of the centennial celebration. Suggestions included one each 
placed on the Groton and Stonington sides of Mystic. J. Streeter also 
recommended the development of a puzzle to coincide with his April 
program and volunteered to coordinate with a resource he has identi-
fied. Samples from this vender were shared with board members. He 
requested that members move quickly to select an image. If success-
ful, additional puzzles will be considered for the bridge centennial as 
well as the fiftieth anniversary of MRHS. 
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  No new report.   
 

Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No updates. 
 

Next Meeting— 21 March in Ames Room at Mystic and Noank Li-
brary or via Zoom. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

March 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library on March 
21, 2022.  Meeting location: Mystic and Noank Library, Ames Room    
Attendees: Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Grace Cleere, Marilyn 
Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, Lynn Schroder, 
Stephanie Thorp. 
 

President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the 14 February 2022 meeting notes.  L. Allyn obtained an esti-
mate for replacement of the HVAC system at the Downes building. 
The increased efficiency of the system is expected to pay for itself 
within a short time as well as improve the environment for archival 
materials. A motion passed to approve the HVAC purchase, and E. 
Boucher will identify and pursue grant opportunities to cover half of 
the expected costs if a rapid turnaround is feasible. L. Allyn also pur-
sued a replacement solution for the MRHS website software and host-



ing. A motion was passed to proceed with the new firm which will 
transition the website to WordPress, perform a moderate design up-
date and provide ongoing hosting. Pertaining to the CT Humanities 
Cultural Fund Operating Support Grant, S. Menno confirmed that all 
the monies must be spent by December 21, 2022 and that the final 
payment is withheld until spending documentation is submitted in the 
final report. To maximize public attendance, MRHS’ annual meeting 
will be held on April 27th in conjunction with J. Streeter’s program, 
Mystic River Bridges -- Past and Present.  S. Menno expects to cover 
the business meeting in no longer than fifteen minutes including the re
-election of trustees N. Potter, L. Pyrke-Fairchild, J. Parry and S. 
Thorp. In view of L. Allyn’s retirement, a new Treasurer is needed. S. 
Menno will fill the position until a replacement is in place. For the 
MRHS bridge centennial puzzle, it was decided to use a photograph of 
the Charles W. Morgan passing through the bridge on its 1941 voyage 
to the Mystic Seaport. Manufacture is in process and a minimum of 24 
puzzles will be available for sale at the April meeting and program. 
The puzzle is comprised of 350 pieces, and all agreed to a $20 sale 
price.  
 

Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $28,111.61. A 
motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the March treasur-
er’s report. Annual dues proceeds are on track with recent years. A 
heat pump failure cost $200 in repairs. 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Ten thank you notes were 
sent since our February meeting: two Benefactor renewals, three 
newsletter patrons and five additional cash donations.  
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  E. Boucher plans to reconvene a curatorial 
committee and solicited participation among trustees. One key issue to 
be addressed is archival space in the Downes building.  
 

Information Technology(S. Thorp):  On March 2, 2022, the IT Sys-
tem Administrator performed the equipment updates and file backups. 
MRHS1 and MRHS2 computers were updated with the latest Dell and 
Microsoft security updates. The updates for the MRHS3 laptop com-
puter were done by the Curatorial Manager. All computers and the 
printer are performing properly and connections to the network are 
functioning as they should. The Catalog Backup for Past Perfect Web 
Edition were downloaded and stored offsite. The folder of new images 
being transferred to Past Perfect for inclusion into the Web Edition 
database were backed up as were the Newsletter folder files. The 
MRHS1 and MRHS2 working file folders were copied and are stored 
off site for protection. S. Menno asked about the compatibility of 
MRHS3 with the newest version of PowerPoint. S. Thorp believes it is 
not but will confirm. 
  
Membership (L. Allyn, J. Parry):  Since our February meeting, 26 
members renewed bringing year-to-date renewals to 129 which is 
roughly 60% of total membership and on par with recent years. We 
also added one new individual membership, and the one loss in news-
letter patronage was offset by the addition of a new patron. S. Menno 
solicited ideas for boosting membership. G. Cleere suggested imple-
menting credit card and auto-renew payment options. Following up on 
last month’s suggestion to have newsletter copies available at local, 
public-facing entities, L. Schroder reported connecting with the Mys-
tic Seaport Museum and sharing ten copies of the most recent newslet-
ter. J. Parry suggested having copies on hand at MRHS’ monthly pro-
grams and events.  
  
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  March 14 
& April 11:  Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Na-
tion, by John Ehle (1988) May 9: The Bomber Mafia, by Malcolm 
Gladwell (2021)  The book club (led by Dana Semeraro) is currently 
in the process of selecting titles for June and beyond. 
 

Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The content deadline for the upcoming 
edition (May/June) of the Portersville Press is April 22.  The follow-
ing edition will be published in September.   
 

Programs (S. Menno):  Matt Novosad’s March program will be rec-

orded for broadcast on  CT’s Public Access Channel 12 as well as 
youtube.com. We intend to record all future programs. 
 

Bridge Centennial (M. Comrie):  Final plans are underway for the 
Groton Public Library bridge centennial installation. Set up is sched-
uled for March 26 and a reporter from The Day will be interviewing 
E. Boucher and M. Comrie for an article to be published prior to the 
reception on April 2nd.  S. Menno thanked E. Boucher and M. Comrie 
for their considerable efforts to date in support of the library installa-
tion and reception as well as the photographic selection for the Bridge 
Trail planned in conjunction with the Greater Mystic Chamber of 
Commerce (GMCC). M. Comrie also provided a snapshot of two oth-
er efforts being planned with the GMCC: a 44-page souvenir booklet 
as well as a 104-page coffee-table book which will conclude with a 
section documenting the 2022 centennial festivities. M. Comrie will 
be providing much of the copy for both publications and E. Boucher 
procuring most of the photographs and other images. Other news in-
cluded the plans of a downtown Mystic brewery, Bank and Bridge 
Brewing, to offer a  commemorative beer to be named “Walk Your 
Horses” in reference to a well-known sign on the bridge that preceded 
Mystic’s bascule bridge. At this time there are no plans to display the 
bridge’s prior gears due to lack of personnel. 
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild)  No new report.   
 

New Business (S. Menno):  S. Menno recommended the formation of 
two new committees: Newsletter and MRHS 50th Anniversary- with 
the latter taking higher precedence due to calendar requirements. S. 
Menno also shared initial thoughts about potential activities for the 
50th including: a founding members recognition dinner, walking tours, 
a commemorative booklet, rotating displays at the Portersville Acade-
my, reprinting content from early newsletters and participation 
(possibly a float) in the 2023 Mystic Irish Parade. M. Comrie suggest-
ed increasing the frequency of the Helen Clark walks. M. Comrie also 
requested a future discussion of the current MRHS mission statement. 
 

Next Meeting — 18 April in the Ames Room at Mystic and Noank 
Library. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 
 

Portersville Academy Open House 2022 
 
As part of Connecticut 

Open House Day, the Mys-

tic River Historical Society 

will hold an open house at 

the Portersville Academy 

from 1pm to 4pm on June 

11.  Admission is free.   

 

In recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Mystic River 

bascule bridge, there will be a display of vintage photo-

graphs depicting the various bridges that have crossed the 

Mystic River. There will also be displays of items from 

past schoolhouse days, antique tools, and various vintage 

household items, as well as photographic displays of the 

Academy and the Mystic Liberty Pole.  MRHS books and 

vintage map replicas will be available for sale (cash or 

check). 



Events Calendar 
 

7 pm Monday, May 9, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Bomber Mafia, by Malcolm Gladwell 

 

11 am Saturday, May 21, 2022 
“Mystic’s Garden Cemetery: A Walking Tour of Elm Grove,”  

Walking Tour by Marilyn Comrie 
 

1-4 pm Saturday, June 11, 2022 
CT Open House Day   

Free admission to Portersville Academy 
 

7 pm Monday, June 13, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times of James 

A. Baker III, by Peter Baker & Susan Glasser 
 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome new members Kimberly Deveau and Harry Payne and regret the passing of Brendan P. 
O'Donnell, who died March 17, 2022, and Betsy Van Winkle, who died March 21, 2022. 
 

-John Parry, Membership 


