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Dorothy Comingore: From “Citizen Kane”
to Leading Lady of Lord’s Point
Presented by Steven Slosberg

Join us December 1, 7:30 p.m. at the Mystic
Congregational Church
On December 1, 2021, Steven Slosberg will be presenting his talk, “Dorothy Comingore: From “Citizen Kane”
to Leading Lady of Lord’s Point.” The talk will be held
in the church hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.
Refreshments will be available at 7pm, with the program
starting at 7:30pm. The program is open to the public.
The program is free for all Mystic River Historical Society members, with a suggested donation of $5 for nonmembers.

Dorothy Comingore was a Hollywood actress who landed a starring role in one of the all-time celebrated films,
"Citizen Kane," playing Susan Alexander, the naive mistress and then brassy wife of Charles Foster Kane, played
by Orson Welles. She was also a hapless opera singer.
Dorothy Comingore was outspoken as well and her career, though successful through the 1940s, did not exactly flourish. However, in the early 1950s, it collapsed. She
was deemed an "unfriendly witness" before the House
Committee on Un-American Activities in 1952 and consequently was blacklisted. She not only lost her career
but also custody of her two children and what was left of

her well-being. She was accused of being an alcoholic, a
Communist and arrested on a prostitution charge some
believe was a setup because of her political activities.
During a winter storm in 1957, she and a traveling companion took shelter at a restaurant and inn in Stonington
Borough. Also there that evening was John Crowe, who
ran a small general store and soda fountain at Lord's
Point, a few miles up the road toward Mystic. Crowe invited the couple to his home at Lord's Point but after a
few days, suspicious of the companion's behavior toward
Dorothy, compelled the man to leave. Dorothy stayed.
She would stay with John Crowe the rest of her life. She
died here at age 58 in 1971.
Steven Slosberg grew up in Norwich and graduated from
Norwich Free Academy. He majored in history at Oberlin College, and began his journalism career at The
Chronicle in Willimantic in 1973. He worked for The
New London Day from 1975 through 2007. Steven currently writes weekly stories for The Westerly Sun and
the Mystic River Press.

Holiday Updates
As is our custom, the MRHS will be closed Thanksgiving week, November 22—26; Christmas week, December 20—24; and New Years week, December 27—31.
We will re-open on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at 9 a.m.
We will be monitoring our email and Facebook page
over the break. Happy Holidays to all!

Thanksgiving postcard addressed to Daniel Brown of Mystic, CT,
1907. 1973.066.0157, gift of Robert Bankel.

Up and Down The Mystic River: Part 2 of a 5-Part Series

Article and Photos by Ted Garringer, with an introduction by Marilyn Comrie

Introduction
To celebrate the 100th birthday of the Mystic drawbridge, which will be July 19, 2022, the Mystic River
Historical Society has invited Ted Garringer, who
served as bridge tender from 1975 to 2002, to share his
memories of sitting at the center of Mystic for nearly
three decades. This is the second of five columns describing life from his unique window on Mystic. We
thank Ted for helping us celebrate this important milestone in the village's history.
A Bridgetender’s Point of View
Along with the actual opening and closing of the Mystic
Bascule Drawbridge keeping a river traffic log as required by the Coast Guard is an essential part of the
bridgetender’s watch. During my 31 years as bridgetender, the Logbook was the focal point of the bridge
house. It was a legal-size record book that was kept
open on a lectern by the east facing window. The
bridgetender stood at the lectern and recorded each vessel as it passed through the draw.

The dog was in my blind spot. I leaned out the window
and, sure enough, a fairly large retriever type dog was
frozen on the very edge of the metal roadway about 50
feet up in the air! I lowered the bridge as slowly as possible. As the bridge came down the dog regained his
wits and ran down the incline on the bridge south sidewalk toward the Groton side and safety…never to be
seen again.
The vast majority of vessels going up and down the river
are pleasure boats. Mystic is a nice stopover for boaters
going from New York to Boston. Most every boat passing under the bridge is headed to the Mystic Seaport for
sightseeing, dinner and docking or an overnight mooring.
What went up was sure to come back down.

The log entry included the date and time of the boat’s
passage; the vessel name and license (if visible); and/or
type of vessel ie: sailboat, power boat, yacht, raft, etc.
Commercial boats often required unscheduled openings,
and these were noted in the log. The logbook information is available to Coast Guard, police and the State
of Connecticut. We were often asked to search the log
for a particular vessel that may have gone missing or to
establish a travel timetable for a particular boat. Other
information recorded in the daily log included the number of openings and total boats per opening per day;
weather conditions; police activity; bridge visitors and
DOT maintenance. Along with anything odd that may
have happened on your watch.
For instance, one day, as I was opening the drawbridge
people on the Stonington side of the river started waving
and pointing. The bridge was about 45 degrees up. I immediately stopped the opening, not knowing what the
problem was. The river traffic was also confused and
had to make some ballistic moves because now the
bridge draw was stopped at 55 degrees and the boats
couldn’t get under it. The sidewalk pedestrians were
pointing and yelling, “Stop! There’s a dog up there!”

Aerial View: I was 150 feet above Main Street looking
down on the beloved Mystic Bascule Bridge and river
traffic. I was in a cherry-picker crane that was working
on the Main Street flagpole. February 10, 1993.

Santa Tugboat: Santa arrives aboard the Tug Kingston.
November 1993

Low Tide: A perfect low tide. No wind, slack tide and a
pretty sunrise. April 10, 1997 @ 6:30 am.

Sidewalk Girls: The 5th grade class of Sacred Heart
School in Greenwich, Connecticut. They were here on a
field trip, going to BeeBee’s Dairy for lunch. May 6th
1993.

Mel’s Boat: The Pursuit of Happiness, owned by longtime dock resident Mel Thompson, being towed to a
new location. October 2, 1996.

NY Yacht Club: The New York Yacht Club clubhouse
being moved from Mystic Seaport to Newport. December 1999.

Sailboat down: This courteous boater decided to
lay the sail down instead of calling for an opening.
May 15, 1993 5:00 pm.

Sabino: The steamer Sabino
making the 5:15 pm opening
August 1995.

What’s “New” in our Collections?
By Elizabeth Boucher

The Mystic River Historical Society has been fortunate
enough to receive 23 individual donations (many of which
were comprised of numerous records and photographs,
and some of which have already been featured in this column) of historic material from 1835—2021 so far this
year. I would like to extend a warm thank you to John
and Maryann Read, Elizabeth Lockyer, Stephanie Thorp,
Frances Kribs, Janet Chapman, Bill Scheer, Cindy Goodman Turse, Ruth Jones, Marilyn Comrie, Rowan & Littlefield Publishing Group, Marilyn Rodearmel, James
Kissler, Adam Arnold, Goody Gray, Margot Larkin,
Janice McDermott, Jane Desrosiers, Ed Simoncini, Ken
Reid, Barbara Goodwin, Ian Brooks, Keith Alderman and
the Farmington Historical Society for their contributions
to our collection.

Rollin S. Ketchum, Jr. of 56 Pearl Street, Mystic.
2021.027.0002, gift of Elizabeth Lockyer.

Mystic Whaler: Memorial Day, May 27, 1996
5:15 pm opening.

Seeking Photos of the Mystic Drawbridge
The Mystic River Historical Society is planning a program as well as a series of exhibits to debut in April
2022 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the
Mystic River Drawbridge. We would like to invite anyone with photos (prints or digital), artwork, or memorabilia depicting the drawbridge, 1922—present, to consider making a loan or donation to the historical society
to help us commemorate this milestone anniversary. We
are happy to scan photographs or slides at the archives
building, and return the hard copies to any person who
does not want to part with their originals.
We are interested in all sorts of images including:
• Parades and road races crossing the bridge.
• Vessels passing the bridge during the wooden boat
show, lighted boat parade, or during voyages to
Mystic Seaport (such as the CHARLES MORGAN, MAYFLOWER II, and the Viking long
ship).
• Scenic photographs of the bridge.
• Images of people enjoying downtown Mystic or the
Mystic River that feature the drawbridge in the
background.
If you would like to participate, you can contact us at
info@mystichistory.org, call Elizabeth Boucher at 860536-4779, or drop in at the Downes Building during our
open hours (Tuesday, 9-noon, and Wednesday & Thursday, 1-4pm).

Mystic Then and Now: Mystic River Drawbridge 1921—2021

This photograph, taken December 30, 1921, shows the
beginning stages of the construction of the Mystic River
Drawbridge. While the new bridge was being completed, all traffic across the river was detoured across a temporary bridge crossing from Gravel Street to Holmes
Street. 1993.009.0023, MRHS Collection.

The drawbridge was completed in early July and officially opened to the public on July 19, 1922. The bridge itself hasn’t changed much from that opening day, but its
surroundings show the passage of time. The Strand Theater, which is clearly visible on the left of the 1921 photograph, was destroyed in the December 1960 fire.

Reader Tip: Mystic in the Movies
Many of us got caught up in the excitement surrounding the 2021 movie “Sand Dollar Cove,” which filmed scenes
in Noank, Mystic and Stonington this past spring, and prominently featured the old Noyes house at 8 Willow Street
in Mystic. If you did, you can well imagine how Mystic locals felt 100 years ago during the release of “The Old
Oaken Bucket,” a 1921 silent movie that filmed scenes at the Daniel C. Brown farm off New London Road (Rt. 1)
in Fishtown, Mystic. The film was written and directed by May Tully, and inspired by a popular poem of the same
name by Samuel Woodworth. Additional information, including stills from the film, can be found in the November
5, 1921 edition of “Motion Picture News” (available at: https://archive.org/details/motionpicturenew24moti_7/
page/2436/mode/2up?view=theater).
The movie was given a special screening at the Mystic Theatre on West Main Street on Monday, January 31, 1922.
Among the attendees was a 16 year old Helen May Clarke, who remarked in her diary:
"‘The Old Oaken Bucket,’ a moving picture produced by a
company called the Lithograph Co. was shown in the Mystic
Theatre last night. It was of particular interest to us because the
scenes were taken at Danny Brown's and Deans Mills. Mary
and I are very fond of Danny' place, in fact it is one of our milestones so to speak. We often say "as far as Danny's, or a little
beyond Danny Brown's."
It was exciting to see the old house and barn and well on the
screen. Both Danny and his wife [Sybil F. Halstead Brown]
had small parts. They came to the matinee performance as
guests of the management. Besides the Company paid them
$300...the easiest money old Danny ever earned."

Still from “The Old Oaken Bucket,” featuring Bobby
Connelly at a well, probably on Brown’s farm.

June 2021 Meeting Minutes - - The Board of Trustees met at the Portersville Academy building on
June 21, 2021. Attendees were: Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Marilyn Comrie, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter and Lynn
Schroder.
President (S. Menno): A motion was made, seconded, and passed to
accept the minutes of the 17 May 2021 meeting. The annual President’s Report was emailed to membership on May 26, 2021. The annual ASP security inspection is scheduled for the morning of July 6.
Steve will cancel his paid subscription to Zoom since it is anticipated
that future board meetings will be in person.
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn): As of June 21, cash in our checking
account totals $8,516.00. Balance sheet was corrected for laptop purchase in the May report. The May and June financial reports were
approved. A discussion was held regarding the existing and future
financial strategy for the society’s endowment. Current -funding is
primarily low interest-bearing money market investments and bonds.
The merits and drawbacks of two new approaches were discussed:
partnering with the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut
that manages the endowments of other non-profits or moving it into a
potentially more profitable index fund. J. Parry voiced concern about
the loss of control inherent in the Community Foundation approach
instead preferring an index fund solution with a suitable amount left in
a cash equivalent investment to cover unexpected, time-sensitive
needs. It was decided that L. Allyn will conduct more research on the
Community Foundation including contacting other non- profits who
have participated. This discussion will be expanded and continued in
the September meeting.
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter): Eight thank you notes were
sent since our last meeting on May 17, 2021: Gail MacDonald - Donation to MRHS from sales of her book to MRHS members; Barbara
McKenna LHomme - Donation in memory of James McKenna; Catherine Deichmann - Newsletter Patron; Jane and Dan Brannegan membership dues at the Family level and Newsletter Patron; Stephen
Jones - Life member, plus an additional cash gift; James Good - membership dues at the Individual Level plus an additional cash gift; Anne
Holmstedt - membership dues at the Contributing Level plus an additional cash gift and Irene Trimble - membership dues at the Family
Level plus an additional cash gift.
Curatorial (E. Boucher): Items continue to be added into the
PastPerfect Web Edition software. To date, more than 4,000 items
have been uploaded including 3,000 photographs which represents
roughly 50% of the total collection and 4/5ths of the photographic
archive. As these items are now ready for public search and viewing,
S. Menno recommended advertising to a broad audience via our Facebook page as well as a local newspaper article. (Post meeting note: an
email was sent to membership on June 24, 2021 which provided the
link to public access of our archives. This link was also placed on the
MRHS website.) The sponsoring Lord Foundation will be sent a letter
of thanks. There has been an issue with back-ups which may be addressed once an update sent from PastPerfect is run. The Goodman
family donated more items related to local scouting. Supplies of manuscript boxes and other supplies are running low and will be replenished subsequent to identification of best price option.
Information Technology (S. Thorp): No report.
Membership ( L. Allyn, John Parry): L. Allyn and J. Parry are
working to complete the hand-off of the membership role to J. Parry.
All current members' contact information is entered into the PastPerfect software. A formal process is being developed to communicate
with the Corresponding Secretary for generation of required correspondence and thank you notes. Both initial and reminder waves of
renewal mailings have been executed.
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno): Upcoming
meetings will continue via Zoom and include July 12: The Lodger

Shakespeare: His Life on Silver Street, by Charles Nicholl, August 9
and September 13: The State of Jones: the Small Southern County
that Seceded from the Confederacy, by Sally Jenkins and John Stauffer. October 11th and November 8th: The Quiet Americans: Four

CIA Spies at the Dawn of the Cold War - a Tragedy in Three
Acts, by Scott Anderson

Newsletter (E. Boucher): The next newsletter will be the SeptemberOctober issue. Deadline for submittals is August 20.
Program (S. Menno): On May 22, Steve Slosberg led a talk,
“Stonington Cemetery’s Poets Corner: A Stroll Along This Storied
Lane,” at 1 p.m. at the Stonington Cemetery which was well received
by the 31 attendees. S. Slosberg provided a handout which was
emailed to membership on June 7, 2021 and will be uploaded to the
MRHS website. Future walking tours may be considered as well as
talks by S. Slosberg. Ted Garringer, a former tender of the Mystic
River Bascule Bridge was contacted and has agreed to provide articles
and photographs commemorating the centennial anniversary of the
bascule bridge for the next five MRHS newsletters. On May 25, 2021,
S. Menno, E. Boucher, M. Comrie and J. Streeter met to discuss additional programming for the centennial anniversary. J. Streeter will
give a talk in April or May of 2022 on the history of the bridge and its
predecessors. The Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce has formed
a committee on the centennial and is developing concepts which may
include a parade, fireworks etc. S. Menno will call a second meeting
to finalize programs to support the centennial, as well as a meeting to
plan the MRHS 2021-2022 speaker program. The Open House at Portersville Academy took place on June 12, 2021 from 1-4 p.m. with a
total of twelve attendees and was staffed by E. Boucher, S. Menno, N.
Potter and Alexei Cree. A group from Ender’s Island visited later to
see the Enders Island display.
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): No report.
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn): Flags were placed on veteran’s
graves for Memorial Day and will be removed by July 4.

Next Meeting — 20 September at location TBD.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary

September 2021 Meeting Minutes - - The Board of Directors met at the Mystic and Noank Library, Ames
Room, on September 20, 2021. Attendees were: Lou Allyn, Elizabeth
Boucher, Marilyn Comrie, Stephen Menno, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey
Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder, and Stephanie Thorp. John Parry
and Jim Streeter participated via Zoom.
President (S. Menno): A motion was made, seconded, and passed to
accept the minutes of the 21 June 2021 meeting. Due to scheduling
changes at the Mystic and Noank Library, future meetings will begin
at 5:00 pm. Steve thanked Lou Allyn for cutting down a small dying
tree at PVA back in July. A MailChimp email was sent to members in
June regarding public access to MRHS collections. Frank Fulchiero
of SEC-TV (and a MRHS member) put Gail MacDonald’s March
presentation on the Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington on Community Access TV Channel 12 this past summer. The MRHS website
was updated with our new board members and the 2021-2022 programs. The agreement with the Mystic Congregational Church for
hosting our speakers series was renewed. It was noted that the cost had
increased to $125 per event. Using a matrix of board members originally created by L. Allyn, the current status of terms and renewals was
discussed. We currently have ten members which is two below requirements and need to fill the Vice President opening. Two individuals approached MRHS with an interest in joining the board. One later
withdrew due to travel commitments, but Steve will pursue the other
inquiry. An intern for Treasurer was suggested to facilitate the transition at the end of current term.

Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn): Cash in the bank totals $5,187.50
including $4,000 transferred in from the Vanguard Money Market to
cover expenses for the remainder of 2021. Total dues collected is
$11,125 which exceeds the $11,000 forecast. Only currently paid
members will be listed in the Jan-Feb edition of the Portersville
Press. Since several board members had not received the latest financial spreadsheets prior to the meeting, the treasurer’s report was approved subsequent to the meeting. L. Allyn initiated a discussion for
selling unsold publications such as the Helen May Clark diary. Ideas
included having copies available at our public meetings as well as at
a potential joint program with the Stonington Historical Society. M.
Comrie noted the availability of additional content on how the Clark
diary was produced. The discussion regarding the existing and future
financial strategy for the society’s endowment which was begun at
the June meeting was continued. It was decided that partnering with
the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut was not the best
solution and further consideration will be given to placing some
funds in an index fund with a suitable amount left in cash equivalent
investments.

since our founding nearly 50 years ago which were organized into
three separate files: charter, archived and current members. Of the
original 45 individual/couple charter-members, 15 individual/couples
were still active as of July 15, 2021. • Since June, we have welcomed nine new individuals/couples to MRHS: Betsy Boucher, Margarite McGugan, Jay Weitlauf, Cheryl Fee, Gregory Pettys, John and
Pat Eginton, Sherri and Brian Gill, Ted and Susan Kietzman, and
John Ring and Randy Berner. Charter members Dick and Harriet
Barry moved to Asheville, NC several years ago, where Dick died
last September. Since a membership letter to Harriet was returned in
June, she was moved to the archived members file on July 1.

Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno): Upcoming meetings will continue via Zoom and include October 11th and
November 8th: The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn
of the Cold War - a Tragedy in Three Acts, by Scott Anderson (2020)
Dec. 13: The Battle of Stonington: Torpedoes, Submarines and
Rockets in the War of 1812, by James Tertius de Kay (1990) Jan. 10
& Feb. 14, 2022: In the Hurricane's Eye: The Genius of George
Washington and the Victory at Yorktown, by Nathaniel Philbrick
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter): Three thank you notes were (2018) March 14 & April 11: Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of
sent since our June 21st meeting: Andrew Sottile - cash donation, the Cherokee Nation, by John Ehle (1988).
Sherman Butler - membership dues at the Family level plus an additional cash donation and John Ring and Randy Berner - membership Newsletter (E. Boucher): The next newsletter will be issued on
November 1. Deadline for submittals is October 22.
dues at Benefactor Level.
Programs (S. Menno): The program committee developed the 2021
-2022 speaker program over the summer. The program was published in the Sep-Oct newsletter. J. Streeter noted that the October
2021 Colonel Ledyard Cemetery event (sponsored by The Friends of
Fort Griswold) will likely require two separate tours. Since two tours
are not feasible for one day, the suggestion is to provide a tour for
MRHS members in the spring of 2022. As part of the Mystic River
Bridge Centennial programming, M. Comrie contacted The Greater
Mystic Chamber of Commerce about placing posters in local shop
windows. As a result, she was invited and joined their centennial
committee which will meet every two weeks through April 2022.
Topics under consideration are fireworks, a parade and merchandise
sales as well as the development of a joint logo with MRHS. There
Information Technology (S. Thorp): At this time the offsite back- was some discussion of planning the events for October subsequent
ups are in progress. Recent additions to the PPWE database files to the actual centennial. The Groton Public Library is also planning
have been identified and stored offsite. Copies of recent image addi- to exhibit photographs of the bridge through the years.
tions remain to be copied for offsite keeping. Copies of the MRHS
desktop computer working files will be done in the next two weeks. Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): Portersville Press newsletters
Updates to the computers in the Downes building will be done at that and other content has been posted.
time as well. No problems with the network or hardware at the
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn): A grant from the Lord FounDownes building have been reported.
dation will be used to realign five markers.
Membership (L. Allyn, J. Parry): In July, responsibility for membership was handed-off to J. Parry who thanked Cindy Allyn for her Next Meeting—18 0ctober at Mystic and Noank Library
excellent work as prior Chair and Lou Allyn for transcribing all current membership contact records into the new Past Perfect Web Edi- Respectfully submitted,
tion page and for sharing hand-written index cards for all members Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary
Curatorial (E. Boucher): The post-grant report for the Lord Foundation ($600.00 to cover the cost of providing public access to our
online database through PastPerfect) has been completed and will be
submitted this week. Our curatorial assistant has been reviewing the
library collection – enhancing catalog records, uploading records to
public access, and identifying books that are currently unaccessioned or unrelated to Mystic/local history. The curatorial committee will determine a course of action for handling books that fall
outside our mission to preserve Mystic history. A meeting with a
new volunteer to discuss potential research projects and collections
work at the Downes Building has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 21.

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement
The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654
to the present.
~~~
Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Open • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Potter • Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder
~~~
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, NovemberDecember, January-February, March-April and May-June
~~~
Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org
~~~
P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355

Events Calendar

Newsletter/Print Patrons

7pm Monday, November 8, 2021
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
The Quiet Americans: Four CIA Spies at the Dawn of the Cold
War—A Tragedy in Three Acts
By Scott Anderson
7:30 pm Wednesday, December 1, 2021
“Dorothy Comingore: From ‘Citizen Kane’ to Leading Lady of
Lord’s Point”
Presented by Steven Slosberg
7pm Monday, December 13, 2021
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library
Partnership
The Battle of Stonington : Torpedoes, Submarines and Rockets
in the War of 1812
By James Tertius de Kay
Bring a friend! All meetings are free and open to the public!
Donations are always welcome. Renew or become a Member of MRHS
for updates about our events. Contact us at info@mystichistory.org

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN
DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN
ANN & RUSS BURGESS
MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN
KATE DIMANCESCU
HERMINE DUDDA
DAVID EVANS
MR. CRAIG HAINES
MR. DOUG HANNA
MURIEL HINKLE
JUDY HICKS
ELAINE LEE
BRIAN LOMBARD
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN
MRS. ROGER PANCIERA
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY
JULIANA RATLIFF

Membership Updates
We are pleased to welcome new members Mark and Jennifer Raymond.
-John Parry, Membership
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