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Over nine million acres of Indian Country in southern New
England and Long Island was reduced to less than 30,000 acres by
the American Revolution. Indians across the region adjusted in
different ways to this rapidly changing world.  One important
and largely unseen shift involved the participation of Indian men
in various forms of maritime labor - from shipbuilding to whal-
ing.  This talk focuses on the hundreds of Indians that found
work in the ports of Mystic, Stonington, and New London and
explores their “roots” and “routes,” the global social networks
they formed, and their traveling histories from the objects they
collected and stories they told.  Dr. Mancini will present whale-
ship routes mapped on Google Earth, details from explorations in
Hawaii, New Zealand, and Alaska, as well as his own experiences
on the “mighty waters.”

Dr. Jason Mancini is Director of the Mashantucket Pequot Museum
and Research Center where he has overseen its restructuring and
strategic direction.  Prior to his appointment, he served as the
Museum’s Senior Researcher focusing projects on American Indian
social networks, Indian mariners, urban Indian communities, race
and ethnicity in New England, and cultural landscapes. Jason is also
Adjunct Professor of Anthropology at the University of Connecticut,
Visiting Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Connecticut College,
Visiting Assistant Professor of History at Brown University, and
Social Sciences Instructor at Sea for Sea Education Association (SEA).
Jason holds a Ph.D. in anthropology from the University of
Connecticut with expertise in the archaeology and ethnohistory of
New England.

Please join us at the Mystic
Congregational Church Hall,
7pm on October 25th for more.

Amos Haskins (1816-1861) A Wampanoag of the Gay Head tribe (Aquinnah) Haskins is
believed to be one of very few Native Americans to achieve the rank of master mariner in
the whaling industry.   In 1851, he achieved his first command of the Mattapoisett whaler
“Massasoit”, whose crew of 22 included 12 people of color, including its first, second, and
third mates and three of its boatsteerers.    From The New Bedford Whaling Museum

~Dorrie Hanna

Groton Public Library hosts the 8th Annual Groton History Fair on Saturday,
September 30 from 1 to 4 p.m.  Participants will include:

Avery Memorial Association
Avery-Copp Museum

Connecticut League of History
Organizations

Connecticut History/Old State House
Connecticut State Library

DAR – Anna Warner Bailey Chapter
DAR- Lucretia Shaw Chapter
SAR- Nathan Hale Chapter
Friends of Fort Griswold

Hempsted Houses
Indian & Colonial Research Center

Killingly Historical Society
Mystic River Historical Society

Ntl. Society of the Descendants of Textile Workers of America
New London County Historical Society

Old Lyme Historical Society
Smith- Harris House

Samuel Smith Farmstead
Leffingwell House Museum
Stonington Historical Society

Connecticut Society of Mayflower Descendants
Groton Historical Society

Submarine Force Library and Museum

THE GROTON
HISTORY
F A I R
------------------------------30 SEPTEMBER 1-4P
GROTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
prize drawing!  Prizes include Kindle Fires and a 23andme DNA testing kit!

Preserved on the Mighty Waters:  Exploring the Indian Mariner’s Project ~Jason R. Mancini, Ph.D.

At right:  Theodore de Bry, “Americae,” 
Early 1600s engraving depicting
European explorers, possibly in
Newfoundland, witnessing Native
American whaling practices.

Kraus Collection, Library of Congress 
from Long Island History Journal

http://www.mystichistory.org/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/learn/research-topics/overview-of-north-american-whaling/american-whaling
http://nbhistoricalsociety.org/Important-Figures/amos-haskins/
https://lihj.cc.stonybrook.edu/2016/articles/indian-whalers-on-long-island-1669-1746/


Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement
The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival materials that document

the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 to the present.
•

Officers:   President - Lou Allyn •  Vice President - Margaret Austin 
Treasurer - Barry Thorp  •  Corresponding & Recording Secretary - Elizabeth Holland

•
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually:  September-October, November-December, January-February,

March-April and May-June • Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355
Issues of the newsletter are available for online viewing at www.mystichistory.org

Every year we inspect the entire cemetery and photograph every tablet and monument needing attention. Then every few years the
Lower Mystic Cemetery Board raises money to repair those that need attention before they suffer more harm. The year a generous grant

from the Charles B. Allyn Foundation allowed us to hire Shawn Monument Company of Bradford, R.I. to repair 15 of them.
I thought that you would be interested in before and after photographs of the different kinds of repairs that are done.

Lower Mystic Cemetery Repairs ~ Lou Allyn
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Leaning tablets are carefully dug out, straightened and set in concrete.

                      
 

            
           

             
              

             
 
              

       
 

           
 

                    
 
 

               
              

              
               

           
 

                             
 
 

Thin and tall tablets are subject to breaking in two or falling over. (Roger
Shawn told me that sometimes this is caused by deer rubbing their antlers on
the tablets.) Pieces cannot be glued back together and can only be left upright.
When pieces are flat on the ground it is important to leave them there, note

their location and carefully clear off the stone on an annual basis.

                 
 

                                             
 
  

                                    
 

               
  

 

             
                                         
 

Tablets lying on the ground in one piece can be carefully dug out and set in place.

                 
 

                                             
 
  

                                    
 

               
  

 

             
                                         
 

Sometimes the top part of a monument has shifted and is moved back into place & puttied.

              
               

          
 

                  
 
 

          
 

                   
 
 

              
 

                                      Lou Allyn 

Large Monuments can settle to one side over time as the earth under them
moves into the space left when the casket disintegrates. The repair is to dig

under the stone, lever it back into position and fill underneath

              
               

          
 

                  
 
 

          
 

                   
 
 

              
 

                                      Lou Allyn 

Re-leveling a tablet is a similar procedure with new cement.

              
               

          
 

                  
 
 

          
 

                   
 
 

              
 

                                      Lou Allyn 

Even the smallest tablets need to be secured in place before they are lost.

http://www.mystichistory.org/


Thanks for New Gutter Guards!

Board member Steve Menno contributed the materials
and his time to install these gutter guards on the Downes
Building.  This should eliminate having to clean out the
muck and leaves every year.

We would also like to inspect the gutters on the
Portersville Academy roof. Does anyone know of someone
with a drone and camera who could take a look?

Known for his portraiture, George E. Tingley
(1862-1956) of Mystic promoted photography as an
art form.  Committed to the beauty of his local
area, Tingley worked from his studio on West
Main Street for 55 years and once said his intent
was “to bring the attention of the public the loveli-
ness of the Mystic scene.”

In April, MRHS received a donation of a
series of bucolic Tingley images from Members
Lou and Cindy Allyn.  Below are a selection.

The book to be discussed at the
next meeting, Tuesday, October
10th, is "And Then All Hell
Broke Loose: Two
Decades in the
Middle East," by
Richard Engel

(2016).
Hope to see you then for a lively discussion.
The November 14th discussion will be

on "The Worst Hard Time: The Untold
Story of Those Who Survived the Great
American Dust Bowl," by Timothy Egan
(2006).

Enjoy the beautiful New England Fall!

History Book Club
at MNL  ~ Dana Semeraro

A portrait of the 
photographer is
marked:""Geo. E.
Tingley./Mystic,
Conn./1897"". 
Written on back:

""Your 'fickle cuss,' At
times 'Dr. Jekyll'/but
in this case/'Mr.

Hyde'"".  From CT
Digital Archives &
Mystic Seaport

George E. Tingley Photographs

The Mystic Garden Club Green Sale is December 1 & 2.
All proceeds from the sale are distributed to numerous
community organizations, and provide scholarships
for several students.  Your generosity has made past
sales a success.... Without greens there is no sale!
If you have bushes, shrubs, or trees that need prun-

ing, club members can help you in Nov. (18-29th).
Please contact Pam McGee at (860) 536-3905 or
pameladmcgee@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support!

Got Greens for the Garden Club?

“Old Mystic” c. 1900

c. 1900

Photo dated
1899

https://www.amazon.com/Then-All-Hell-Broke-Loose/dp/1451635125/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506387273&sr=8-1&keywords=and+the+all+hell+broke+loose
https://www.amazon.com/Worst-Hard-Time-Survived-American/dp/0618773479/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506387650&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Worst+Hard+Time%3A+The+Untold+Story+of+Those+Who+Survived+the+Great+American+Dust+Bowl
http://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/70002%3A5270
http://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/70002%3A5270
http://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/70002%3A5270
https://www.amazon.com/Then-All-Hell-Broke-Loose/dp/1451635125/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506387273&sr=8-1&keywords=and+the+all+hell+broke+loose
https://www.amazon.com/Worst-Hard-Time-Survived-American/dp/0618773479/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1506387650&sr=1-1&keywords=The+Worst+Hard+Time%3A+The+Untold+Story+of+Those+Who+Survived+the+Great+American+Dust+Bowl


Not long ago, someone donated a couple of
booklets to MRHS having to do with the local
Masonic lodge, Charity & Relief Lodge No. 72,
AF&AM.  One booklet is a membership list of
the lodge, corrected to 3/1/1960, and the other is
History and By-Laws of the Lodge, dated 1954.  

Charity and Relief Lodge, organized in 1825,
started life as two separate lodges, Charity Lodge
and Relief Lodge, which at some point decided to
merge, leading, obviously, to Charity & Relief
Lodge.  There are hundreds of names listed, so it’s
likely that the list includes everyone who ever
belonged to this lodge since the beginning of the
20th century.  

Legend has it that Freemasonry originated with
medieval stonemasons at a time when the major-
ity of the population was illiterate, and stonema-
sons, the construction workers of their time,
were some of the few common folk who were
allowed to travel away from their homes.  Since
they were just as illiterate as the rest of the popu-
lation, they developed a set of symbols that
allowed them to communicate with each other
during the construction of the churches, castles,
and palaces that they built throughout England
and Europe.  There wasn’t anything particularly
secret about these symbols; they all had to do
with which stones belonged where in the walls,
and who was actually a qualified stonemason.

It’s impossible to confirm any of this, but it cer-
tainly makes a good story.  Fast forward a few
hundred years to England and Northern Europe,
where groups of men gathered to form Masonic
lodges, even though they were far removed from
the stonemason’s trade.  The earliest known ref-
erence to “Masons” was in a document from the
year 1390, which was a copy of an earlier work.
But in 1717, four individual lodges formed the
Grand Lodge of England, and records going for-
ward are much more complete.

Within 30 years, the fraternity had spread
through Europe and the American Colonies.
Some of the names familiar to us (Benjamin
Franklin, George Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Paul Revere, Joseph Warren, John
Hancock, Marquis de Lafayette, Baron Friedrich
von Steuben, John Paul Jones, and John
Marshall, among them) were staunch Masons,
and used Masonic principles in their contribu-
tions to the American republic.  

Prominent Connecticut Masons during the
Revolutionary Period include, of all people,
Benedict Arnold; David Humphreys, who
served as Lieutenant Colonel and Aide-de-Camp
to General Washington, as well as several diplo-
matic offices; Israel Putnam, who served as one of
four major generals appointed, and who served
throughout the war; possibly Roger Sherman,
but no substantial proof exists; and David
Wooster, who died in battle in Danbury.

Freemasonry is now a worldwide fraternity that
emphasizes personal study, self-improvement,
and social betterment via individual involvement
and philanthropy.  During the late 18th century,
it was one of the organizations most responsible

What is Freemasonry? ~ Stephanie Thorp
for spreading the ideals of the Enlightenment:
the dignity of man and the liberty of the individ-
ual; the right of all persons to worship as they
choose; the formation of democratic govern-
ments; and the importance of public education.

Masons are not the only part of the fraternity,
either.  There are numerous organizations that
welcome wives, sons and daughters of Masons,
and some that welcome women and youth of all
genders, with or without a Masonic connection.
Here are a few of the better known.
- Order of the Eastern Star (men and women,
mostly Masons and their wives);
- Order of DeMolay for Boys (teen-aged boys,
mostly sons of Masons);
- Order of Job’s Daughters (teen-aged girls, aged
12-20, related to Masons);
- Order of the Rainbow for Girls (teen-aged
girls, aged 12-18, related to Masons or Eastern
Star members) ;
- Ancient Arabic Order of Nobles of the Mystic
Shrine, better known as Shriners; open to 32nd
degree Masons.  Although the Shrine was
formed primarily for good fellowship purposes,
Shriners also provide extensive financial support
for health work among children.  They support
17 Shriner hospitals for children with disabili-
ties, illnesses, or injuries, as many as 800 patients
altogether, who receive free treatment upon rec-
ommendation by a Mason.  This recommenda-
tion is obtained as simply as by asking a
Masonic friend for help.

There are many other Masonic organizations
with exotic names, but the bottom line is that,
no matter what name they give themselves,
Masons are dedicated to supporting and improv-
ing their communities.

In the interest of full disclosure:  I belonged to
Faith Assembly #25, Order of the Rainbow for

Girls, between the ages of 12 and 18.    It was a won-
derful organization for young people; I learned a
lot and benefitted greatly from those lessons.

Masons are thought to be secretive, but it turns
out that their principles are documented in
books and on the web, and anyone who is inter-
ested can just Google “freemasonry” and find
out more than they ever wanted to know.  They
are not characters from The DaVinci Code.
Masons are thought to be a Christian organiza-
tion, but there is nothing in their principles that
requires this, and persons of other religious per-
suasions should be welcomed.  And Masons are
not a cult.

Here are a number of their published principles:
- Since God is the Creator, all men and women
are the children of God.  Therefore, all men and
women are brothers and sisters, entitled to being
treated with dignity and respect.
- Each person must take responsibility for
his/her own life and actions.  Therefore, regard-
less of situation, financial, intellectual, medical,
or social, excuses any person from striving to be
the best person he/she can be.
- No one has the right to tell another person
what he or she must think or believe.
Therefore, every man and woman has an
absolute right to intellectual, spiritual, economic
and political freedom.  All tyranny, in every
form, is illegitimate.
- Each person must learn and practice self-con-
trol.  Therefore, even when we are angry, we
must not be violent; when we are tempted to be
selfish, we must be charitable; when we want to
give up, we must go on; and when we are hated,
we must return love, or at least, not hate back.
- Faith must be in the center of our lives.
Therefore, whatever your faith is, it is central to
a good life.
- Each person has a responsibility to be a good
citizen, obeying the law.  Therefore, if we
believe change is necessary, we should pursue
change in legal ways.
- It is important to work to make this world bet-
ter for all who live in it; this is our duty.
- Honor and integrity are essential to life.  Life
without honor & integrity is without meaning.

As to Masons in our own community, the new
Masonicare facility should come to mind.
Masonicare facilities are supported by Masons
world-wide; an initial internet search brought up
a facility in Australia, for instance, and our own
Masonicare is the second in Connecticut…the first
being the one in Wallingford.  According to the
Masons’ own words, our own Masonicare’s roots
date back to 1750, when Connecticut’s first
Masonic Lodge was chartered.  Nearly 150 years
later, in 1889, Connecticut Masons began a chari-
table fund that became The Masonic Charity
Foundation of Connecticut, and in 1895, dedicat-
ed an 88-acre homestead in Wallingford as The
Masonic Home.

And who has not studied the old Masonic Lodge
on Gravel Street, converted a few years ago into
luxury condominiums?  This building dates
back to its public reception on November 4,
1911, according to long-time Mason Charlie
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Maxson, back in 2010’s article in The Day.  Prior
to that, the Mystic lodge’s history goes back to
August 25, 1825, and originally there were two
lodges in Mystic.  The Mystic fraternal organiza-
tion was located in the Central Hall building on
West Main Street until it was razed by fire in
December 1910.  At that point, the Masons decid-
ed to build a new temple on Gravel Street.  This
was conveniently located across the street from
Mystic Hook & Ladder Company (many
Masons were also volunteer firefighters).

Over the years, a variety of lodge mergers
occurred, until today there are numerous lodges
scattered around Connecticut, but Charity &
Relief Lodge is no more.  Local lodges at present
include Groton, Stonington, Montville,
Norwich, Niantic (3), Preston, Old Saybrook
and Colchester.

MRHS is researching this topic as a part of an
initiative of Mystic’s History of Community.
The membership booklet contains many famil-
iar local family names, indicating it was a signif-
icant aspect of Mystic’s identity.  In subsequent
issues, we hope to provide more information
about individuals on that long list, who were
active members of the Masons.  It would be
interesting to know why they joined, what it
meant to them, how it shaped their lives, how
the order contributed to our community.

A bibliography for this article is available on request.

Virgil W. Huntley and Arthur Payne (after breakfast at Bee Bee
Dairy’s with the Bee Bee's Breakfast Club), in front of the
Masonic Hall on Gravel Street, ca. 1997 when the lodge still had
active signage.  The building has since been turned into condos.
Payne was the creator of Mystic Seaport’s historic diorama* in
1:128  scale - a meticulous, near 50 year project that was still
unfinished when Payne passed away in 2006. 
"The Memory of Mystic," Virgil Huntley, was born in 1916 and
is a century-long  lifetime area resident.  During World War II,
he served throughout the Pacific and was awarded several medals
for his service.
* See Yankee Magazine article “Mystic Seaport, CT:  Scale Model
Version” www.yankeemagazine.com/article/travel/mystic-seaport-
scale-model-building

From MRHS Archives Virgil Huntley Collection

As Sunday dawned on July 21, 1918, it
looked like the only unusual thing that
might happen in the seaside hamlet of
Orleans, MA would be excess perspiration.
The entire region had been sweltering
through a heat wave for days, and there had
even been a few heat-related deaths reported
in the state of Massachusetts.
There might have been a twinge of worry

in the air about the recent sinking of the USS
San Diego, reportedly by a German U-Boat
near Fire Island, New York. But as the resi-
dents and visitors of Orleans made their way
to Nauset Beach in search of a breeze, con-
cern about the temperature took precedence
over the war raging in Europe.  After all, it
was “over there.”  Wasn’t it?
Surprise Attack
Earlier on the morning of July 21, the tug-

boat Perth Amboy -- on its way to the
Virginia coast -- had departed Gloucester,
MA for Cape Cod, where it would round the
tip of Provincetown and chug southward
along the shore.  The journey was on course
to be completely uneventful, though not
everyone was so sure.  One of the crew mem-
bers had wakened the tugboat’s captain,
James P. Tapley, to report seeing what he
thought was a periscope peeking out of the
water.  The captain dismissed the idea; they
were just too close to shore for a U-boat to
try anything.  Besides, area waters were
under constant patrol by the U.S. Navy.

At 10:30 a.m., the captain was proved
wrong when the U-156, a German subma-
rine, launched a shell into the tugboat’s pilot-
house and began a barrage of subsequent
shelling.  It was the first time the American
mainland had come under enemy fire since
the war of 1812.

The ensuing explosion and commotion
alerted the coast guardsmen stationed in
Orleans, who radioed the naval air station in
nearby Chatham and then raced to the shore,
some to help those escaping the tugboat in
lifeboats, others to muster a counter-attack.
Even local residents joined in; one citizen
reportedly brandished a double-barreled
shotgun and fired back at the U-boat.
Meanwhile, the U-156 kept pounding the

Perth Amboy and its barges with intermittent-
ly accurate aim.  The boats were destroyed in
succession with some of the shells missing
their targets and hitting water or landing
harmlessly in the marshes of Orleans.
However, it was a terrigying scene, with a
constant bombardment from U-156 as the
tugboat convoy crew and passengers scram-
bled into lifeboats and rowed ashore.

There were a few injuries, some serious, but
no deaths.

“There were children rescued off the
barges,” says local historian Bonnie Snow.
“One was a boy who waved an American
flat at the submarine.”
Naval forces from Chatham attempted a

counterstrike from the air, dropping a
bomb (that didn’t explode) and whatever
else they could get their hands on, including
wrenches  But before ground and air forces
could mount a coordinated attack, the U-
boat had slipped away, leaving behind a
confused and frightened public -- some
thinking the loud booms were thunder or
naval exercises -- and a frustrated military
and local militia.
Destruction at Sea

U-156 would go on to other targets at
sea, sinking more than 25 American and
Canadian schooners.  In total, the sub sank
34 vessels in the time that it prowled the
North Atlantic coast, but her luck ran out
on Sept., 5, 1918, when she ran across the
Northern Barrage, an Allied minefield, and
sank with all 130 hands lost.
Even though U-156 didn’t cause any last-

ing damage in Orleans, she and the German
U-boats that followed during World War I
were successful in destroying 91 vessels
between Newfoundland and North
Carolina before finally being stopped by an
Allied antisubmarine campaign.  
The question some historians in Orleans

raise is, why -- if the target appeared to be
ships -- was the U-156 so close to shore, and
in that particular location?
Among the speculation is the idea that U-

156 might have been seeking to incapacitate
a transatlantic cable that was installed din
1898 in Orleans’ Town Cove and ran for
3,173 nautical miles to Brest, France.  During
World War I, U.S. General John J. Pershing
used the system, communicating with the
U.S. government from France via the cable
station in Orleans (now a museum).
“All the orders that came through from

General Pershing went throu that cable,”
says Bonnie Snow.  “It’s only a theory, but
it makes sense.

The tugboat Perth Amboy (above) was fired upon by a
German U-boat during World War I while making its
way down the coast.  At page top, the crew of the German
WWI U-boat UB 14 stands atop the submarine on the
Black Sea in 1918.

http://www.yankeemagazine.com/article/travel/mystic-seaport-scale-model-building
http://www.yankeemagazine.com/article/travel/mystic-seaport-scale-model-building
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The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society met on
April 17, 2017. Attendees included: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Margaret
Austin, John Parry, Liz Holland, Lois Glazier, Stephanie Thorp, Barry
Thorp, Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, and Steve Menino. The meeting was
called to order at 7 pm by President L. Allyn. A motion was made, sec-
onded & approved to accept the minutes of the March meeting. 

President (L. Allyn):  Steve is going to speak with the newly relo-
cated Mystic Chamber of Commerce and see what new activities
they are working on and if MRHS will maintain its membership.
• Bank Street Books has purchased 12 more copies of Colors of
Mystic and 12 copies of A Kayaker’s Guide to the Mystic River and
its History. • Lou found and donated Tingley prints to MRHS;
some will appear in the upcoming newsletter.

Corresponding Secretary (E. Holland):  Three thank you letters
were sent since the last meeting. 

Treasurer (B. Thorp):  For 20 March - 16 April 2017,  all deposits
have been made and all bills paid current & account books are
reconciled with bank statements.  Expenses for this period are
mostly non-discretionary commitments, including payments for
utilities, snow removal (the final we hope for this winter), ABC
Photo for WWI posters and to our curatorial staff.  No unusual
expenses. • Deposits included payments of member 2016 dues.
The present balance in the Chelsea Groton checking is positive.
A motion was made, seconded & passed to accept the report.

Curatorial (D. Hanna):  The Committee met April 17 - Steve
and Lou joined.  The World War I exhibit material will be
checked against the database and put away.  The Committee is
considering modifying the MRHS usage policy to include our
published material.  Richard & Judy met with Joanna Case &
Chris Johnson at the Mystic & Noank Library to discuss devel-
oping better access to the local history collection. Dorrie will
prepare an item for the Silent Auction at the Library Fair.

History Book Club (R. Semeraro):  The Great Bridge by David
McCullough will be discussed in May and June.

Information Technology (S. Thorp): On 1 April 2017 the computer
updates and backups were performed.  All equipment appears to be
in good condition and functioning as designed.  The backups for the
Past Perfect database files and working files was done and removed
offsite for security. • The System Administrator installed new key-
boards and mice and verified operation.

Program & Membership (M. Austin):  Catherine Deichmann was
well received – MRHS is interested in supporting her research and
will discuss in what capacity that goal can best be reached.   • From
April 22-26 George King’s ambulance will be at Valenti’s Ford
showroom in Mystic.  On April 26, the ambulance will be moved
to the Mystic Congregational Church in anticipation of King’s
talk.   • The WWI theme will run from February-May speakers.
These include: April 26:  George King – WWI Ambulance 225:
The Spirit of the American Volunteer • May 24:  Eury Cantillo –
US Submarines in WWI • Thinking ahead to 2017-2018, we will
have 6 speakers, dropping September, as that month’s event is his-
torically not well attended.  The membership survey indicated that
immigration is of high interest to the membership and several
speakers are being considered to support this new theme.

P&M Subcommittee of Hospitality & Membership (C.
Allyn):  Three new members joined since the last meeting and
there were seven membership renewals.

Publicity/PR (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): The MRHS Facebook page
continues to gain followers as does Instagram.  We are thinking
of ways to improve engagement with our followers.

Finance (TBD) No report.  •  New Business:  No new business.      

Next meeting May 15, 2017 7:00 pm Mystic Noank Library 

April 2017 Meeting Minutes - - -
The Mystic River Historical Society met on May 24, 2017.  
President Lou Allyn opened the meeting at 7:30 and welcomed
the attendees, asking for a show of hands by members present.  It
was declared that a quorum was present for an Annual Meeting
which was then called to order. The minutes of the previous
Annual Meeting had been published in the Newsletter and post-
ed on the Society’s website and so a motion was asked for to dis-
pense with the reading of the minutes. The motion was made,
seconded and passed.

Steve Mennino was introduced as a nominee for a first term as a
Trustee and nominated three Trustees for re-election: Margaret
Austin – second term, Lou Allyn – third term and Richard
Semeraro – third term.  A motion was made, seconded and passed
to elect the slate as presented.

The Treasurer’s Annual Report was then read. A motion was
made, seconded and passed to accept the report as presented.

The President then gave his report for the year 2016-2017, includ-
ing highlights since the 2016 Annual Meeting:  Attendance at
monthly membership meetings increased over last year.  Speakers
at our fall Membership Meetings were:
Mark Starr – the Last Trap Fishermen of Rhode Island
Michelle Moon – The History of Coastal Tourism
Beverly Dodd – Lords Point, Just a Little History
The start of 2017 began the MRHS Mystic in World War I series
of programs and events.  Speakers were:
Rick Spencer – The Music of WWI
Catherine Deichmann – Over Here: Mystic in the Great War
George King - WWI Ambulance 225: The Spirit of the American
Volunteer
Eury Cantillo - US Submarines in WWI

In addition to the five print & digital issues of our newsletter, The
Portersville Press, we published a Special Edition, at the suggestion
of our Newsletter Editor and Publisher, Jennifer Pryor. The
“Mystic Times” issue commemorated the 100th anniversary of
America’s entry into World War I with photographs and articles
about various men and women from Mystic.

Under the guidance of Harry White we conducted an online survey
to find out from our members what they would like our future
direction to be.  Number one on the list was Immigration and
Family which will be the focus of our programs in the coming year.

Our curatorial staff of Dorrie Hanna – Collections Manager, and
assistants Betsy Boucher and Louisa Watrous also deserve recogni-
tion and credit for work they do updating, maintaining and
researching our collections.

And finally, we are working with the Mystic Noank Library to
find ways for us to collaborate with each other:  Richard Semeraro
initiated a History Book Club, the Ames Room hosted a display
of WWI artifacts and displays, and the collection of local and
Connecticut history books have been reshelved into separate loca-
tions for circulation and for reference.

Thank you for your support with your attendance, dues and gifts
and being Newsletter patrons.
The 2018 Annual Meeting will be held May 23rd.
The Annual Meeting was then adjourned.

Annual Meeting Minutes - - - Elizabeth Holland,
Recording Secretary

Unapproved Draft scheduled
for May 2018 review

There was no June meeting of the MRHS board as it did not achieve a quorum.



Welcome, Katherine and Jack!

MRHS wholeheartedly welcomes the very newest Family Members:
twins Katherine Spencer and Jack Thomas, born on June 20th, 2017 to
Liz & Lyn Holland and pictured below with their proud older siblings,
Charlotte and Pete.  Congratulations & best wishes to the whole family!
Photographs by Heartlove Photography LLC.

THE SOCIAL PAGES
Stop by & follow

our social feeds for great imagery & commentary at:
facebook.com/mystichistory or instagram.com/mystic_history.
Online readers, click any blue link or image with a pointing hand!

The Newest MRHS Members!

Instagram

Facebook

@mystic_history
#mystichistory

@mystichistory

http://heartlovephotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory
https://www.instagram.com/mystic_history/
https://www.instagram.com/mystic_history/
https://www.instagram.com/p/BZO2xM5BwvW/?taken-by=mystic_history
https://www.instagram.com/p/BXGEhcoBSpQ/?taken-by=mystic_history
https://www.instagram.com/p/BXGEhcoBSpQ/?taken-by=mystic_history
https://www.instagram.com/p/BZO2xM5BwvW/?taken-by=mystic_history
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory/photos/a.134933357797.114799.70746877797/10155406639157798/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory/photos/a.134933357797.114799.70746877797/10155406639157798/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory/photos/a.134933357797.114799.70746877797/10155368309187798/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory/photos/a.134933357797.114799.70746877797/10155368309187798/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/mystichistory/
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Calendar of Events
7pm Tuesday, October 10th, 2017

History Book Club - MRHS & MNL Partnership
The Activities Room, Mystic-Noank Library

"And Then All Hell Broke Loose: Two Decades in the Middle East,"
by Richard Engel (2016)

7pm Wednesday, October 25th, 2017
Preserved on the Mighty Waters: Indian Mariners’ Project

with Jason Mancini, Ph.D.
7pm refreshments & socializing, 7:30p program

Mystic Congregational Church Hall, Broadway & E. Main, Mystic

7pm Tuesday, November 14th, 2017
History Book Club - MRHS & MNL Partnership
The Activities Room, Mystic-Noank Library

"The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the
Great American Dust Bowl," by Timothy Egan (2006)

7pm Wednesday, December 6th, 2017
Johanna Case & Judy Hicks present The Cemetery Ladies:

Recording the History Buried in Our Cemeteries

Events Calendar

Membership Updates
We welcome Francis Moon who joined MRHS as a Contributing member.  And we will miss four members who
died over the summer. They are Audrey Golub, Mrs Craig Haines, Eleanor Jamison and Marjorie Moore.
Each year we send out our annual membership renewal letters in January.  Since some members prefer to renew

later in the year, we will soon be sending out reminders to members who have yet to renew their membership for 2017.
Everyone’s support is important to us!  Thank you. ~ Cindy Allyn Membership

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Mystic+Congregational+Church/@41.353154,-71.964518,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xd577be9d4584c969

