
MYSTIC RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES MEETING  

Monday, October 24, 2016 7:00 Mystic Noank Library  

The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society met 
on October 24, 2016. Attendees included: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, 
Margaret Austin, John Parry, Liz Holland, Richard Semeraro, 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Barry Thorp, Stephanie Thorp, and Lois 
Glazier. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by President L. Allyn.  
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the minutes 
of the September meeting.  

REPORTS:  

PRESIDENT (L. Allyn):    

WWI Connect Mystic will officially begin on October 25.  MRHS 
members will receive an email detailing the initiative in the near 
future.  The list of potential participants is in the hundreds of 
names and we are going to crowd-source with the MNL to see if 
anyone has connections to any of the local names related to WWI. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY (E. Holland): Two thank you 
letters were sent since the last meeting.  

TREASURER (B. Thorp): This report covers details of the 
treasurer’s activities during the period 19 September through 23 
October 2016.  At this time all deposits have been made in the 
bank and all bills are paid current.  The Treasurer’s account books 
are reconciled with the Chelsea Groton Bank statements.  Expenses 
for this period are mostly non-discretionary commitments that 
include payments for utilities, payments to our curatorial staff and 
a $100 deposit into our Bulk Mail Account.  No unusual expenses 
for the period.  Deposits for this period totaled $2139.46 and 
expenses $2348.38.  Deposits included payments of member 2016 



dues resulting from the September mailing, imaging fees, map 
sales and a small interest payment in our checking account.   The 
present balance in the Chelsea Groton checking account is 
$3055.64.  A motion was made, seconded and passed to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report. 

 
CURATORIAL (D. Hanna): The Curatorial Committee met 
October 24.  Dorrie updated the group on new items and on-
going activities.  Lou reported on the WWI project including 
the research on Mystic residents who served.  It was 
announced that the Downes Building will be closed the week of 
Thanksgiving and also the last two weeks in December. 
 
FINANCE (TBD): Vanguard requires that some of the MRHS 
money is moved to different money market accounts because of 
IRS regulations for non-profits.  David is restocking Colors of 
Mystic at the Seaport. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (S. Thorp ):  The System 
Administrator performed computer updates and backups on 
Sunday, 10/24/2016.  The System Administrator corrected the 
reported problem with the scanner by re-installing the scanner 
software and verified correct operation of the scanner, which is 
performing according to expectations. 
 
NEWSLETTER (L. Allyn for J. Pryor): The next issue of the 
Portersville Press will be the membership issue.  There are 303 
current memberships. WWI Connect Mystic will feature 
prominently in the newsletter.   

PROGRAM & MEMBERSHIP (M. Austin): Catherine Deichmann 
will not be speaking on monuments as originally planned, but 
rather on the how war changed life in Mystic.  George King will be 
making his ambulance available to the public for the week prior to 
his talk.  We are currently exploring a possible location where his 



ambulance may be stored for the period of public viewing. 

Markham Starr’s talk on The Last Trap Fisherman of RI was very 
well received and had about 25 people in attendance. 

HOSPITALITY & MEMBERSHIP (C. Allyn):  Two new 
members joined since the last meeting.  Two members died.  
Almost a dozen people who were not current on their dues did pay 
this past month in response to the emails sent with dues reminders. 

PUBLICITY (L. Pyrke-Fairchild): MRHS is up to 225 followers 
on Instagram. 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Richard Semeraro had 3 people at the History Book Club to 
discuss Lawrence in Arabia.  The Proud Tower and The Guns of 
August have been selected for this fall.   

NEXT MEETING: November 21, 2016 7:00 pm Mystic Noank 
Library. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: 7:38 pm  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Holland, Recording Secretary  

 
 
 
 
 


