
www.mystichistory.org •  vol. xL, issue v •  march-april 2014

the

Portersville Press

In Mystic, Connecticut seafaring and seafarers are imbedded in the local culture and identity while
surfing and surfers seem distant and marginal.  By contrast, the world's multi-billion dollar surfing

industry with its millions of practitioners is a central player in the popular imagination.  It is sea-
farers that are marginalized. Historically, however the public perception of these very different

sons (and daughters) of Neptune where, in fact, much the same.
Dr. Glenn Gordinier's illustrated talk entitled "Children of Neptune

Then and Now: Yankee Sailors and Surfer Dudes in the American
Imagination" will examine how the public has often seen these two dis-

parate groups through the same lens. Come and find out what the view of
Jack Tar and Gidget have had in common.
Glenn Gordinier is the Robert G. Albion Historian at Mystic Seaport where he

teaches for the Williams College Program at the museum.  He is also on the faculty of
UConn Avery Point and is the author of the acclaimed memoir Surfing Cold Water:
A New Englander's Off-Season Obsession published by Mystic's Flathammock Press.
Join us on April 23rd for the full discussion.

In March:   “ Mr. Trolley”  and the Groton-Stonington Trolley Company
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The Mystic Civil War Monument marks a crossroad of transportation as a trolley and horse-drawn carriage diverge at East Main Street & Broadway.  
Note the original height of the granite foundation - the full block height and trolley tracks were temporarily visible last year during the re-paving project.

Please join Bob Suppicich, “Mr. Trolley”, for a fun evening learning about the Groton-Stonington Trolley Company which
operated from 1904-1928 and ran right through Mystic. Picture yourself on the scenic ride starting at the Thames River, pass-
ing through the village of Mystic and ending at the Westerly Train Station. Hear about Morton Plant’s plans for a trolley
monopoly and why the trolley had such a successful yet short run in southeastern Connecticut. 

Bob Suppicich, “Mr. Trolley”, enjoys researching various southern New England coastline topics including, of
course, trolleys. His presentations are highly entertaining and incorporate video, sound and still photos. He is a longtime
Stonington Historical Society member and encourages his audiences to share their memories and stories of the Groton-

Stonington Trolley during his talks.
Please join us on Wednesday March 26th, 2014 at 7:30pm at the Fellowship Hall of the Mystic

Congregational Church, 43 E. Main St, Mystic. Refreshments will be served and everyone is welcome. Free
for MRHS members and a suggested donation of $5 from non-members is always greatly appreciated. 

Children of Neptune Then & Now - Yankee Sailors & Surfer Dudes 

In April:  

Dr. Glenn GordinierA “Jack Tar” wood carving with the iconic tar-pitch waterproof hat which inspired the nickname for sailors.  The 86” tall figure would have been
used as an advertisement for a seafaring establishment such as a tavern or chandlery.  Ca. 1845, attributed to figurehead carver, Jeremiah Dodge.

http://www.mystichistory.org/
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Inevitable.  The concept seems naturally ridiculous to us when
we ponder the future.  Nevertheless, we too frequently ponder
past events with an unconscious acceptance of their certainty.  In
other words, they appear predictable, even inescapable.  It is the
recorded history of the event which lulls us into such thinking.
So, how do we avoid being trapped by hindsight when consider-
ing historic events and why do we care?

The “why” is easy.  Hindsight can blind us to true causes of
past events.  I have always been fascinated by certain events
which, given their typical treatment by historians, have present-
ed themselves as inevitable.  Take the collapse of the Roman
Empire, for instance.  Have you ever thought it could have last-
ed a nanosecond longer than it did?  We've all been schooled in
its inevitable decline, but did it have to be that way?

Before continuing with our consideration of the Roman
Empire, drag yourself back to the present and consider the
inevitability of current events.  Who among us knows how
events in the Ukraine will conclude?  How about the riots in
Venezuela?  How about something less prosaic?  Will the stock
market be up for the year, or down?  By how much?  Bottom
line—in the present, there is nothing that seems even remotely
inevitable.  We can guess, even make educated guesses, but we
have no idea how the events swirling around us will turn out.

Now let’s return to the Roman Empire.  You may have
assumed I meant the "western" version of that empire, with its
capital in Rome.  In fact, my fascination has always been with the
Eastern Roman Empire, with its capital in Constantinople.
Dedicated by Constantine in 330 A.D., the City survived the fall
of Rome (typically dated as 476), grew to become, for a time any-
way, the biggest and most
important city in the world
and lasted more than 1,100
years before it fell to the
Ottomans in 1453.

Stop and think about that
for a second.  It's important.
1,100 years!  How can we
contemplate such a thing?
Magna Carta was signed by
King John at Runnymede in
1215, still not 800 years in the
past.  If something lasts more
than 1,000 years, can its end

from the 
CoNTrIbuTor’ S DeSk  

Jim Kimenker

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement
The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival materials
that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 to the present.

•
Officers:   President - Lou Allyn •  Vice President - Bill Everett 

Treasurer - Barry Thorp  •  Corresponding Secretary - Lois Glazer  •  Recording Secretary - Cindy Allyn
•

The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published six times annually:  September, October, November-December,
January-February, March-April and May • Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355

Issues of the newsletter are available for online viewing at www.mystichistory.org

ever be thought of as inevitable?  But the City did finally fall and
its end seems predictable now.  Yet, the defenders of the
Constantinople in 1453 did not know that.  We know they did
not because they were aware of gruesome examples of cities that
refused to surrender to the Ottomans—if they saw defeat as
inevitable, they would have decided to surrender.

So, to understand past events accurately, we must ourselves
defend against hindsight & knowledge of the ending. Therefore,
it’s important to our understanding of events to seek out histori-
ans who refuse to succumb to the treachery of inevitable thinking,
who tell their stories with a lack of certainty regarding the future.

As you've probably suspected all along, I have found a book
about the fall of Constantinople which does exactly that, 1453—
The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of Islam and
the West.  The author, Roger Crowley, gets credit for remind-
ing us of an event that is nearly forgotten, even though its con-
sequences continue to affect us to this day.  He does a marvelous
job of describing the history of the City and the Ottomans who
finally conquered it.  Crowley explicitly digs past the "accepted"
characterizations and common historical propaganda.  The
result is a roster of believable and sympathetic people who pop-
ulate a remarkable story of the death and ultimate rebirth of an
extraordinary place.

But, what I enjoyed best was his ability to carry the reader to
the story’s terrifying conclusion without ever conceding that con-
clusion.  Crowley deserves kudos for drawing the reader into a
drama about a time long ago, involving an even longer history,
and once in, compelling the reader on through the retelling with
a sense of foreboding and wonder of how the story will end.  And

that's the way history should
be written.

But an author can only do
so much.  It is our responsibil-
ity to suspend belief and prior
knowledge before we begin
any history and thereby
increase the odds that we will
be open to new ideas and dif-
ferent perceptions.  And that's
the way history should be
read and enjoyed.     

The Ukraine, anybody?

A 1597 map of Constantinople by Giacomo Franco (1550-1620)

http://www.mystichistory.org/
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Since the last Newsletter issue, the GeoHistorian page has
been updated to include a video from WTNH News 8 and
four newspaper articles.

A request about connections between the Rossie family
and Masons Island resulted in two mentions from a digital
search of James H. Allyn's book "Major John Mason's
GREAT ISLAND" which is available online in the Digital
Publications section. You can do your own searches of this
and other publications by downloading them, saving the
PDF file to your computer, and then using Find in your
Adobe PDF Reader.

The Search box on the main page of the website is being
used more and more. Weekly reports from FreeFind, the
utility provider, show people are looking for Stephen
Avery, Mary Jobe Ackley, Porters Rocks, Coogan farm
and collection, trolley, Dickenson, Captain Elihu Spicer,
Cassie Holman, photo of Harriett Morgan, velvet mill,
winter view, etc.  It's an interesting indication of what
interests our viewers.
As always, the Calendar of Events page is updated as each
membership meeting approaches.
If you have some thoughts about what could be added to
our website, mystichistory.org, please let me know at
Lou lallyn@snet.net

Spring Website News by Lou Allyn

Portersville Academy requested to Act as
Post office Substation for Morgan Voyage

Historical Trolley Preview on MrHS Site

“Waiting for a Ride on the Groton & Stonington” - photo from “Historic Ground
- Westerly, Rhode Island to Groton, Connecticut”

Mystic River Historical Society is pleased to announce that
we’ve been asked by Alan P. Bentz for permission to act as
a post office substation on May 17th from 8am - noon to
commemorate the beginning of the 38th voyage of the
Charles W. Morgan.

Cacheted covers marking the occasion will be sold at the
Portersville Academy or Downes Building with a portion of
the proceeds benefitting the Historical Society.  The cancel
will be U.S. Post Office approved and announced in both
postal and philatelic press, garnering potential world-wide
publicity for MRHS.  The cachet designs are still in progress,
but may be similar to the image below.

Collection Manager report by Dorrie Hanna

The Curatorial Committee of Judy Hicks, Dorrie Hanna,
Louisa Watrous, Jane Preston, Dave Scott, Richard
Semerraro,  Kit Werner and acting chairman Lou Allyn met
eight times in 2013.  The Downes Archives Building was
open the customary 9 hours per week except:  3 days in
January and holiday closures on July 4 and the weeks of
Thanksgiving & Christmas.  Paid staff were Dorrie Hanna
and Betsy Boucher - each at 9 hrs/week, and Louisa Watrous
at 3 hours weekly.

In 2013 we added 40 new collections. [See report from Betsy
Boucher p. 7]. 18 were newly acquired items or groups of
items; and 22 were created from existing material and added
to the database.  Good progress was made on processing the
large donation of material from the Coogan and Marshall
families. We added 464 new records and  651  new image
scans and updated 1,243  records to our Past Perfect database.
[See p.7 report from Louisa Watrous.]

We responded to more than 80  requests for information
and assistance.  The majority of these came via e-mail or
phone, and we did have 88 visitors, not including MRHS
members, many of whom were seeking information.

Besides requests from students, homeowners, family
history folks and the generally curious, we again had
questions from local organizations, including:  the
Mystic Art Center, the Coogan Farm people and
Maggie Jones from the Denison Pequotsepos Nature
Center, the Stonington Historical Society, and the
Mystic Chamber of Commerce. Our website prompt-

ed requests from as far away as England and Germany.  
~ Continued on page 7 ~

Explore the historical trolley tracks!  In anticipation of Bob
Suppicich’s upcoming presentation, readers may wish to
review the booklet Historic Ground - Westerly, Rhode Island to
Groton, Connecticut.issued by the Groton and Stonington
Street Railway in 1907 and the transcription of the charming
A Trolley Ride by Grace Wheeler.  A digital copy of the book-
let is available on our website, mystichistory.org, as well as a
complementary virtual exhibit of additional historical trol-
ley-related photos. An original copy of the booklet is at the
Downes Building as well as a piece of Mystic trolley track
now lying beside the fence behind Portersville Academy.

http://www.mystichistory.org/collectionsexhibit/vex2/index.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Ice_Patrol
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/trolley_ride.pdf
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/trolley_ride.pdf
http://www.mystichistory.org/index.htm
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications.htm
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications.htm
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helpful.  Albert L. Avery, a member of Groton’s Avery
clan, was in New Orleans selling supplies to the War
Department.  With an order from Colonel Kingsley and
the Barracks Hospital records, Avery was able to locate
Lad’s grave, have the coffin exhumed and his body trans-
ferred to a zinc-lined coffin that met the railroad’s ship-
ping specifications, and arrange for it to be shipped north
to Connecticut.               

On February 22, James received word from Albert
Avery that his
son’s body was on
the way.  In
return, James
sent a check for
$39.44 to
Albert’s brother
Erasmus D.
Avery in
Groton, “to pay
A.L. Avery for
procuring the
body of our
William at N.
O r l e a n s . ”
According to
James’ careful
a c c o u n t i n g ,
the cost of
r e t r i e v i n g
their son and
r e b u r y i n g
him was
$ 1 0 8 . 5 1 .
This sum did
not include

beef and oysters for the funeral meal, one pair of new
shoes, and other incidentals recorded in the family’s

housekeeping ledger.  
Sunday, February 28, was

cloudy and unseasonably
warm.  At two o’clock that
afternoon, Lad was laid to
rest in Noank Valley
Cemetery, next to two
infant brothers he had
never known.  “Our own
dear boy” was home to
stay.

On Saturday, February 27th, 1864, William Palmer
Latham, a drummer in Company K of the 26th regiment
Connecticut Volunteers, returned from the war.
His father, James, a Noank shipbuilder, took the early
train up to Mystic to meet him. After fifteen months
away, “Lad,” as he was called, was home.

Eight months earlier, on June 10, 1863, James and
Abby Latham received word that their son had been
wounded in the first day of fighting for the heavily forti-
fied Confederate works at Port Hudson, Louisiana.
For Lad and many sol-
diers of the 26th,
their first day of
battle proved to be
their last.  

In the days that
followed, several let-
ters arrived from
Lad’s comrades and
doctors, as well as
some dictated by Lad
himself, with varying
reports of his condi-
tion.  But on June
27th, the family
received word that
“Our Own Dear Boy
William P. Latham
had died of his
wounds at Barracks
Hospital N.O.” on
June 18, and had been
buried in the hospital
cemetery that evening.
The next week the
army surgeon who had
treated Lad sent his parents an official letter of notifica-
tion, along with a lock of Lad’s hair.

Bringing a soldier’s body home from Louisiana was a
difficult, expensive, and seasonal project, since the rail-
roads did not permit coffins to be shipped in the summer
heat.  By mid-November, James had set the wheels in
motion.  Inside the back cover of his journal he recorded
the names of the two men who would make Lad’s return
possible:  “Albert L. Avery, N. Orleans” and “J.H. Almy
169 Broad Way N. York. Agent for Connecticut Soldiers
& for those deceased sent home.”  James also enlisted the
help of the Groton Soldiers’ Relief Board and the com-
mander of the 26th, Colonel Thomas G. Kingsley. But in
the end it was the local connection that proved the most

Civil War Sesquicentennial Series - Life on the Homefront February 1864
by Catherine Deichmann

Pictured from left to right, per differently hand-written identifiers:  1st Lieut. Simeon G Fish,

“Drum Boy”, Lad Latham, Capt. Jed Randall, Orville Tift and Herbert Maxon, Orderly.  

Only two of the five men survived the war.

A Latham Family marker at
Noank Valley Cemetery.
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ing mischief-makers, the need to keep a close eye on con-
scripts, of soldiers gone AWOL and other serious viola-
tions of the rules.  In previous years, the sense of duty and
volunteer spirit in the ranks kept discipline issues to a
minimum.  But a declining number of volunteers, and

increa s ing
reliance on
conscripts,
change the
balance of
many units
and jeopard-
ize their
effectiveness
and their
sense of com-
munity. 

Perhaps the
most visible
sign of war
weariness is
found in the
advertisements
for new sheet

music.  The
titles of the
songs, such as
“Who Will Care
for Mother
Now?”, “Mother
Would Comfort
Me,”  “I Dreamed

My Boy Was Home Again,”  “Oh, Sing Once More That
Song For Me,” reflect
the public’s attitude
toward years of separa-
tion and loss, a change
from only two years
earlier, when martial
songs like “The
Battle Hymn of the
Republic” topped
the sheet music
sales charts.  

Spring is late in coming this year.  Winter’s gloom seems
to hang over the community, made darker by an out-
break of scarlet fever that sickens dozens of children and
forces schools in several towns to close.  In Mystic alone,
eight children between
the ages of 2 and 11 die
of the disease within
weeks. 

The shipyards con-
tinue to operate at full
capacity.  At the end
of the month the
screw   yard at Old
Fields.  Captained by
Joseph E. Holloway
of Mystic, she is
chartered by the
Navy Department.
Local businessmen
look for places to
invest their profits
from ship building
and other enter-
prises.   With mar-
itime commerce at
risk from
C o n f e d e r a t e
raiders, their
options are limit-
ed.  A group of
investors, led by
Charles Mallory, incorporate to form The First National
Bank of Mystic Bridge, with $200,000 in capital, another
indication of the booming war economy. 

Although the citizens of Mystic continue to support
pro-Union politicians and donate to local Sanitary Fairs,
occasional glimpses of war weariness appear.   The Hon.
W. C. Downe of Washington DC speaks for one and a
quarter hours to “an attentive and pleased” capacity
crowd at Washington Hall.  Congressman Downe
attempts to strengthen the community’s war resolve by
reminding his audience “of the causes of this unholy
rebellion,” and placing “the responsibility where it
belongs.”   

At the front, changes in the make-up and character of
the Union army are apparent.  Elisha Rathbun of the 1st
CT Heavy Artillery writes home from Fort Richardson,
outside Washington DC, describing the units of colored
troops with white officers camped in his vicinity. He also
details several episodes of disciplining deserters, punish-

Civil War Sesquicentennial Series - Life on the Homefront February 1864
by Catherine Deichmann

The Mystic-built steamer “Cassandra”, 1285 tons, launched into service in February of 1864 and was
chartered from March 1864 to July 1865.  She was used to transport troops from New Orleans to

reinforce the Army of the Potomoc in June 1864.  By September 18th of that same year, she was back
in New Orleans, according to the diary of Daniel P. Byam of Chelmsford, MA:  she was”lying oppo-
site the Barracks all day, waiting for Rebel prisoners to go aboard, 300 were put on board; they weretaken at Fort Morgan; they are going to Elmira, N. York.”The Cassandra aground without casualties off the coast of New Jersey in February of 1867.

Diary transcript from the Chelmsford Historical Society.Barret-Byam HomesteadCharter information from “Army Life” by Marshall, Sutherland & Schultz

1867 sheet music for
“Wait Love Until

The War is Over” by
T.M. Todd

http://books.google.com/books?id=9A2VTS0NS2sC&pg=PA320&lpg=PA320&dq=1864+steamer+cassandra&source=bl&ots=GixCqe5l0s&sig=824VqjGOoZT3HikClVscmGFnXd0&hl=en&sa=X&ei=f_AVU6OQA6qS1AHzkIHoBQ&ved=0CCsQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=1864%20steamer%20cassandra&f=false
http://www.chelmhist.org/index.htm


6

The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society
met on Monday, January 27, 2014.  Attendees included: Aimeé
Allaire, Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin, Bill
Everett, Lois Glazier, Sally Halsey, Cathy Marco, Richard
Semeraro, Barry Thorp, and Stephanie Thorp.    
A motion was made, seconded & approved to accept the
November meeting minutes .  There is no December meeting.

President’s Report (L. Allyn): The Board ratified Margaret
Austin’s appointment as Chairman of the Education &
Outreach Committee with membership on the Board.  •  A
get well card for Bill Peterson was circulated for signatures. 

Corresponding Secretary (L. Glazier): Thank you letters
were sent for gifts and donations, to speakers Norman
Brouwer and Pat Schaefer, and to the Mystic Garden Club
for a Christmas wreath.

Treasurer’s Report (B. Thorpe): During the period 17
November 2013 to 25 January 2014 income included higher
deposits than withdrawals to the Chelsea Groton checking.
Deposits included a year end transfer from the investment
money market account to checking to cover expenses occur-
ring at the end of the year and a most generous donation to
the Society of $1,000 from a member family.  Expenses were
essentially non-discretionary payments for services and oper-
ations including a single expense of $336 for the 12 month
sewer use fee (vs. separate payments of $28 monthly).        The
Chelsea Groton checking account balance is positive.  The
Treasurer is in the process of organizing the 2013 invoices &
deposit records in preparation for a year-end audit & exami-
nation of the books by the Finance Committee.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Buildings & Grounds: The new snow plow service per-
formed as contracted.

Curatorial (L. Allyn, acting): Various articles are appearing in
local newspapers regarding the donation of the Coogan fami-
ly collection to MRHS and about the Society in general:
- Use Google or go to thewesterlysun.com and search for
Coogan Papers Enhance Mystic Collection by Mike Souza.
-  Use Google or theday.com to search for the Deborah
Straszheim article Preserving History One Document at a Time.

Education/Outreach: - Lou spoke with Stonington
Schools Assistant Supt. Nikki Gullickson about a potential
project to find, document and photograph the old trolley
line through Stonington as described in the booklet A
Trolley Ride - Groton and Stonington Street Railway 1907
by Grace D. Wheeler. 

GeoHistorian Project: An article in the February 13th issue
of Inside Mystic is scheduled.

Information Technology (S. Thorpe): All backups and
updates were performed on schedule. An update of Past
Perfect to Version 5.0 C7 will be installed shortly. 

January Meeting Minutes 
-

Marketing & Special Events (S. Halsey): FaceBook articles
and press releases on our member meetings continue to
bring in non-members. The Patrons party will be April 13th
from 3 to 5 at Judy Hicks’ house.

Newsletter: Copy is due 2/28/2014 for the next issue. 

Program & Membership (A. Allaire): The Program and
Membership Committee held its last tea party/meeting on
January  16th, 2014. We have started compiling speaker possi-
bilities for 2015 and are working to improve our lead time on
sending out publicity and speakers’ bios earlier to take advan-
tage of new Mystic-based publications. •  Our December
member meeting was a nice celebration of MRHS’ 40th
Anniversary with a talk about our history by Patricia
Schaefer.  About 50 attended and we received $49 in dona-
tions. Even with the frigid temps, our January program on the
History of the Ice Patrol by Commander Gabrielle McGrath
was attended by 45 people. Next month on February 26th we
will have a return visit by Katherine Dimancescu talking
about her Denison ancestors.  •  285 annual membership
renewal letters were mailed.

Next meeting is Feb. 24th, 2014 at Mystic Noank Library.

Respectfully submitted,  
Cindy Allyn

The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society
met on Monday, February 24, 2014.  Attendees included:
Aimeé Allaire, Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin,
David Evans, Bill Everett, Sally Halsey, Cathy Marco,
Jennifer Pryor, David Scott, Richard Semeraro, Barry Thorp,
and Stephanie Thorp. 
A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept the
minutes of the January meeting as published.  

President’s Report (L. Allyn): David Scott will now be the
Chairman of the House and Grounds Committee. We com-
mend & thank Alan Greener for his five years in that role.

Treasurer’s Report (B. Thorpe): All deposits have been made
and all bills are paid current. The Form 990-N non-profit
filing with the IRS  has been completed and submitted.
The Chelsea Groton checking account balance is positive.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Buildings & Grounds: A new contractor has looked at
the bad moulding on the front triangle of Portersville
Academy and only needs to replace 16 feet. Approval of
the Historic District Commission is not necessary.

Curatorial  (L. Allyn, acting): The Curatorial Committee
met 10 February 2014.  Doug Hanna has replaced all the
fluorescent tubes and repaired two fixtures in the Downes
Building.  Robert Bankel donated an old school desk for-

February Meeting Minutes 
-

http://www.theday.com/article/20131212/NWS01/312129991/-1/zip06details&town=Mystic&template=zip06art
http://www.thewesterlysun.com/news/stonington/3497853-129/coogan-papers-enhance-mystic-collection.html
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merly in PVA. Pictures from the MAC exhibit will be on
display at Library for March. Dorrie met with Peggy Tate-
Smith from Charter Oak Scanning regarding transferring
VHS tapes to DVDs.  •  There was a discussion of  “Four
Big Questions” for historical societies which are: What do
we save (how new, what is important, use for “research”)?
How do we document it (what about online newspapers
and websites, digital cameras, FaceBook in conjunction
with Past Perfect)? How do we find it (Keyword versus
other searches, Finding Aids)? How do we use it
(Virtual Exhibit, PastPerfect Online, website)? How
integrate with Education & Outreach? These are issues
the Curatorial Committee is currently addressing and
will need consideration by the Board.  •  As part of our
long range strategy to bring the history of Mystic to
the world we are looking into using the PastPerfect
online module.  •  Connecticut History Online
(cthistoryonline.org) was discussed:             Their mis-
sion is “To facilitate access to digitized primary
sources and foster digital stewardship among
Connecticut cultural institutions.” The Curatorial
Committee has considered participating in the past
and will revisit it this year in conjunction with the
Education & Outreach Committee.

Education/Outreach (M. Austin): The new
Committee Chairman is quickly learning about
MRHS and will be spending time with Dorrie
Hanna to see what is in our organization’s files that
can be used for future programs. She will also be
meeting with Cathy Marco for an understanding
of the details of the GeoHistorian project.

Finance (D. Evans): The overall return on our conservatively bal-
anced Vanguard mutual fund portfolio in 2013 was 16.5%.

Information Technology (S. Thorpe): The System
Administrator performed backups and computer updates on
February 1, 2014.    An update of Past Perfect to Version 5.0
C7 was installed and checked. Microsoft virus protection soft-
ware and Microsoft software are up to date and operating
properly. A copy of the latest membership list was installed
on MRHS2. 

Marketing & Special Events (S. Halsey): A Patron’s
Appreciation Party is being planned. 

Newsletter: Copy is due 2/28/2014 for the next issue. 

Program & Membership (A. Allaire): The Committee is
looking forward to Katherine Dimancescu's talk on her
Denison ancestors February 26th and Mr. Trolley's talk on
March 26th. At a recent meeting the Committee voted that a
Life membership includes both spouses and any future spouse;
this was agreed to by the Board.

No new business.  Next meeting is March 17th, 2014 at 7 pm
at the Mystic Noank Library  

Respectfully submitted,  
Cindy Allyn

We successfully concluded the majority of the 80 requests for
information and assistance.  A number of requests remain
open with the hope that more information will be located.
In most cases if we were unable to help it was because the
query was too vague or required resources other than what
we have.  The types of query included academic research,
genealogy, house history information, general local history
information, and requests for images.

We had 9 requests for images for both
commercial and personal use.
Approximately 12 images were
provided singly or in small
numbers. Requests for larger
numbers came from one indi-
vidual for personal use; and
from the Mystic Art Center and
the New London Day.

The Collection Manager con-
cluded work on two MRHS
projects: the history of our
organization, The Mystic River
Historical Society: Our First 40
Years by Patricia Schaefer, and the
Geo Historian project.
Additionally I assisted the folks
publishing a book on behalf of the
New London Day and also the
Mystic Art Center for their 100th

anniversary  catalog and their100
Years of Photography Exhibit.

My main responsibilities over the course of 2013 included
accessioning/cataloging new collections; sorting/cleaning,
cataloging, scanning & housing material from the Coogan
Collection; and re-housing (and cataloging when necessary)
materials in the Stinson Collection photograph boxes as well
as the Map/Oversized Flat Files (#4-9) in order to improve
access and long-term preservation.  I added 40 new collec-
tions, including 184 individual catalog records, to the past
perfect database; and updated an additional 510 records with
supplemental descriptions, search terms, multimedia files
and/or updated home locations.  Additionally, I worked
closely with Dorrie and Louisa to pull and scan images for
the Mystic Art Gallery, The New London Day and the
MRHS Civil War Virtual Exhibit.

~ Elizabeth Boucher, Curatorial Assistant

- New catalog records: 464 (vs. 668 in 2012)
- New image scans: 651 (vs. 1,017 in 2012)
- Catalog records updated: 1,243 (vs. 3,468 in 2012)
- New People names: 444 (vs. 248 in 2012)

Note: a number of new names have been added and others
consolidated as correct identifications have been made.

~ Louisa Watrous, Curatorial Assistant

Collection Manager report, cont. by Dorrie Hanna

PastPerfect Catalogue Summary by Louise Watrous

Patricia Schaefer’s booklet is available as a PDF at mystichistory.org

Collections Curatorial report by Elizabeth Boucher

http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/40th_History_Booklet.pdf
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/40th_History_Booklet.pdf
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/40th_History_Booklet.pdf
http://www.mystichistory.org/digital_publications/40th_History_Booklet.pdf
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Newsletter/Print Patrons
MR. & MRS. SULTAN AHAMED

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN 

DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS

KATE DIMANCESCU

DAVID & JEAN EVANS

MR. WILLIAM EVERETT

SALLY HALSEY

MR. & MRS. DOUG HANNA JUDY HICKS

MRS. DAVID HINKLE

MR. & MRS. FRANK MARCO 

NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN 

MRS. MARJORIE MOORE

MARIAN PALM

MR. & MRS. ROlAND PAMPEL 

MR. & MRS. ROGER PANCIERA

CAPT. & MRS. JOHN PORTER

THE REAL McCOY RUM

MR. ROBERT WALKER

WHALER’S INN & STEAMBOAT INN

Membership updates

- Cynthia Allyn, Membership

We have several new Print Patrons - Marian Palm, Mr. Robert Walker and The Real McCoy Rum.
Thank you to all who have renewed their memberships -- 150 membership renewals for 2014 have been received
so far.   We encourage those that have not yet done so to please renew. We thank you and appreciate it.

- Membership Meetings -

Wed., March 26th, 2014, 7:30p
Bob Suppicich tells of Mystic’s Trolley system.

Wed., April 23rd, 2014, 7:30p
Dr. Glen Gordinier‘s “Then & Now: Yankee Sailors & Surfer Dudes”

Wed., May 28th, 2014, 7:30p
Alan Ganong discusses Local Sawmills

Renew or become a Member of MRHS and receive email updates about all our
meetings & events.  Contact us at:  info@mystichistory.org or 860-536-4779.

Calendar of events


