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  March 24, 2021 - Gail MacDonald 
“Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gail Braccidiferro MacDonald will talk about her new book, "Hidden History of Mystic 

and Stonington," via Zoom at 7:30pm on Wednesday, March 24, 2021. 
 

The book focuses on the little-known events, forgotten places and long-ago residents who 

helped shape the community. Many of the book's stories center on ordinary people who 

lived extraordinary lives, such as the African-American sisters who ran a Pawcatuck inn 

that catered to black tourists in the era of segregation, the native Americans who found re-

spect in a far-away land after abandoning their whaling ship, the school official who once 

lived in the town's almshouse, the many immigrants whose work once powered the mills 

and quarries in town and the women who were the wives, sisters and mothers of the town's 

commercial fishermen. The book includes a wide variety of stories that highlight the seafaring, industrial, suburban and 

agricultural past in town and encompasses significant stories from Stonington village, Mystic, Old Mystic and Paw-

catuck.  
 

Gail is a member of the University of Connecticut's journalism faculty in Storrs and a veteran, award-winning journalist 

with an intense interest in local history. Her work has been published in The New York Times, USA Today, The Provi-

dence Journal, Hartford Courant, Rhode Island Monthly, American Artist, Vermont Life and many other publications. 

She is a former reporter for The Day of New London. Her first book "Morton F. Plant and the Connecticut Shoreline," 

was published by The History Press in 2017. 
 

MRHS members can get some new reading material, support a local author, and contribute to the Mystic River Histori-

cal Society all at the same time. Buy a copy of "Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington" direct from the author, Gail 

B. MacDonald, and you'll get a signed copy of the book either delivered to your door or mailed to you. For every $20 

book purchase, the author will donate $5 to the Mystic River Historical Society. Just email the author 

at gbraccimac@gmail.com and mention MRHS. Payment and delivery options will be arranged and the donation made. 

It's that simple. 
 

For more information about signing up for this Zoom talk, please contact MRHS at info@mystichistory.org. 

The Mystic home of Charles Q. Eldredge, who is featured in “Hidden History of Mystic & Stonington.” 

mailto:gbraccimac@gmail.com
mailto:info@mystichistory.org


 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 

1654 to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Margaret Austin • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - 
Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Cara Lopilato  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-

December, January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

May 22, 2021 - Steven Slosberg 
"Stonington Cemetery's Poet's Corner: A Walk Along This Storied Lane" 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Steven Slosberg will discuss the Poet's Corner in Stonington Cemetery at 1pm on Saturday, May 22, 2021 at Ston-

ington Cemetery.  "Poet's Corner" is the resting place for two Pulitzer Prize-winning poets (one of whom won two 

Pulitzers); a best-selling suspense writer whose novels became Hollywood films in the 1930's and '40's; her daugh-

ter, a memoirist and biographer who wrote a renowned book about her garden; several journalists, including the edi-

tor-in-chief of Newsweek; an esteemed editor for a major New York publishing house; an author of children's books, 

and her husband, a radio and television writer; a Steujban Glass master designer and also a novelist, as well as other 

writers and artists. As has been said, should they all reappear, what a summer cocktail party it would be.  We will 

stroll among them. 
 

Steven Slosberg grew up in Norwich and graduated from Norwich Free Academy.  He majored in history at Oberlin 

College, and began his journalism career at The Chronicle in Willimantic in 1973.  He worked for The New London 

Day from 1975 through 2007.  Steven currently writes weekly stories for The Westerly Sun and the Mystic River 

Press.  Information on signing up for this talk will be provided in April. 

http://www.mystichistory.org/


 

Although we are only two months into the new year, 

MRHS has already received several exciting donations to 

our collection.  Our first donation of the year, a collection 

of Alice Kellogg’s personal and family papers, was a gift 

of Keith Alderman that was transferred to us from the 

Farmington Historical Society.  Alice spent a few years of 

her childhood living in Mystic in the early 1900s before 

moving to Farmington where she found work as a teacher 

and spent her adult years.  The material transferred to us 

from the Farmington Historical Society includes her 

school work as student at the Mystic Broadway School in 

1909-1910, as well as genealogy research tracing her Mys-

tic ancestors back through the late 1700s, the correspond-

ence and personal papers of Lucy Bell Kellogg and Henry 

Austin Kellogg from the late 1800s, and assorted 19th 

century Mystic ephemera.   

 

Within this collection is a 

small booklet, once owned 

by Henry Kellogg, titled 

“Memories of Early Busi-

ness Life and Associates” 

by James D. Fish, which 

includes a fascinating ac-

count of his business life in 

Manhattan.  James Dean 

Fish (1819-1912) was the 

son of Asa Fish, who ran a 

country store in Mystic, and 

Prudence Brown Fish.  

James left his father’s store 

and went into the ship's chandlery business with Samuel 

B. Ashbey in 1841, establishing a firm at 136 Beekman 

Street in the vicinity of the Fulton Fish Market.  The busi-

ness ran for nearly 60 years, starting as Ashbey & Fish, 

and later evolving to Ashbey, Pool & Co., Ashbey, Fish & 

Co., and J.D. Fish & Co., as the business expanded and 

new partners joined or retired from the firm.   Fish's brief 

memoir describes the dealings of this Mystic outpost in 

New York City from 1841-1906.  Some highlights have 

been excerpted below. 

 

The start of the business at 136 Beekman Street:  

 

“At that time there were a great many fishing smacks be-

longing to  New London, Noank and Mystic, almost all of 

which came to our store form supplies.  Mr. Ashbey was 

familiar with all the fishermen.   

 

Later in the season Mystic vessels, from both sides of the 

river, that had been home for repairs, came again to New 

York seeking business, and though their trade had been 

theretofore scattered among other dealers, every one, with-

out exception, came to us for their stores and outfits.” 

 

The early days after their move to the larger store at 105 

South Street: 

 

“Our new store became a sort of Exchange where New 

London and Mystic people met to transact business with 

us or with one another, and to get letters sent there for 

them.  Captains returning from sea came directly to us for 

news from home.   

 

There were no banks in Mystic at this time, and our cus-

tomers often left their money with us, subject to their or-

der, until they wanted it to pay for an interest in some ves-

sel building in one of the village shipyards; the other own-

ers being possibly the minister, the school master, and 

maiden aunts or friends of the Captain for whom the ves-

sel was being built.  These deposits amounted in the ag-

gregate to thousands of dollars, and although left with us 

for safe keeping, were a convenience to us, as they obviat-

ed the necessity of our borrowing money to carry on our 

business.  

 

Captains of the packet sloops that did most of the 

freighting business between Mystic and New York, had 

their letters sent to our office, and purchased of us such 

goods as they required in our line.” 

 

Social life in the after hours: 

 

“Under Fulton Market and on Fulton St. were cook shops 

and restaurants where could be had good steaks for six 

cents, buck wheat cakes six cents a plate, tea and coffee 

three cents a cup, most excellent oyster stews for a shil-

ling, and all kinds of abundant cheer at reasonable prices.  

This fare was very satisfactory to us and our friends, as 

landlord Foote of the Hoxie House, for seven years a clerk 

in our store, can testify. 

What’s “New” in our Collections? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 



 
The business in Fulton Market was finished early in the 

afternoon, and the place was washed out very clean with 

the hose.  In the evening it was as clean and dry as a par-

lor, like “a banquet hall deserted,” where every sound re-

verberated, a superior place for a concert.  Here the Foote 

boys, who were very good singers, a Mr. Rogers, “Have” 

Rackett, and Uncle Elisha Lyman, an octogenarian, often 

met and made good music.  Mr. Lyman, a grand old man,  

a soldier of the Revolutionary War, who took a most un-

welcome part in the hanging of Major 

Andre – “The hardest day’s work he 

had ever done” – used to sing with 

great effect, with tears in his eyes, 

“The tired soldier boy, he never more 

will march again.” 

 

We had a pleasant room on the fourth 

floor, where Mr. Ashbey and some of 

our elder guests slept in hammocks, 

protected from the mosquitoes which 

came in swarms from the river and 

market...On our second floor, the New 

Jersey and Sandy Hook Pilots had an 

office...Among the most noted of these 

pilots was a native of Old Mystic, 

Capt. Richard Brown, who in 1851 

crossed the ocean as sailing master in 

the yacht America for Commodore Ste-

vens, and sailed her off the Isle of 

Wight in a race under the direction of the Royal Yacht 

Squadron of England, winning the famous cup, which has 

been contested many times, but still remains in the custo-

dy of the New York Yacht Club.  On the yacht's return, 

the cup was brought to our store, No. 105 South Street, 

and shown with great admiration, to a number of 

friends.  Mary Taylor, New York's accomplished actress 

and singer, a relative of Captain Brown, was one of those 

who came to admire.” 

 

Over the years Ashbey & Fish outfitted Mystic (and other 

local) men involved in the fishing, freight, whaling and 

Key West salvaging businesses.  They were also involved 

in outfitting ships engaged in passenger transport, with 

some spectacular passengers:  

 

“Up to 1850 there were very few steamers in the coastwise 

trade, no telegraphs, no regular mail, and but meager rail-

road facilities.  The carrying of passengers was mostly re-

stricted to transient sailing vessels, whose Captains had 

the disposal of the ship's patronage, and the best we could 

supply for their stores made their orders a considerable 

and valuable trade.  Capt. Pool had many acquaintances 

among these Captains, whom he had met in New Orleans 

or other ports.  It was his habit to meet them on their arri-

val in New York, and in his genial way entertain them at 

supper, take them to the theatre and give them a pleasant 

time, with the result that they became our friends in the 

business. 

 

We chartered the Brig Francis Amy, 

of Stonington, to go to the Mediterra-

nean with a Circus company under 

the management of General Rufus 

Welch, pioneer in the circus and me-

nagerie business.  A number of hors-

es were put on board with equestri-

ennes, clown and other performers.  

With the outfit and large supplies, it 

made a profitable enterprise.  This 

annual expedition was repeated sev-

eral times.” 

 

Parting words: 

 

"Now as I remember my life, I think 

of the thirty years commencing as 

partner with Mr. [Samuel B.] Ashbey 

as my halcyon days." 

 

The memoirs close with a list of the vessels that were sup-

plied by Ashbey & Fish, or were otherwise clients of their 

firm during their fifty-five years in New York.  Over 100 

vessels, including smacks, sloops, packet sloops, pilot 

boats, schooners, brigs, barques and other ships, are listed 

along with the names 

of their captains and 

owners.  I hope to 

make the full document 

available on our web-

site shortly, but in the 

meantime, this booklet 

is available to research-

ers in person, along 

with the rest of the Al-

ice Kellogg Collection, 

at the Downes Build-

ing. 

New York City in the 1840s.  All three locations 
of  Ashbey & Fish were located within a quarter 
of a mile block in lower Manhattan. 

 
Guided Tours:   

History – Food – Walking 
www.mysticrevealed.com 

 

Hear the stories, see the views, 
learn the history, feel the sea, taste 
the food! Experience the magic of 

Mystic in a small group with a local 
guide that brings it to life. 

http://www.mysticrevealed.com


 

Mystic: Then and Now 
24 East Main Street, 1940-2021 

 
 

THEN: The Amoco Gas Station, at the corner of East 

Main Street and Willow Street, ca. 1940. The Charles 

Mallory house, at 35 Willow Street, is visible in the back-

ground to the left. This home, completed by Charles Mal-

lory in 1828, was originally built by Capt. Perez Wood-

ward in 1809.  Woodward was active against the British 

during the War of 1812, and served as second lieutenant 

on the sloop HERO in her famous encounter with the cap-

tured sloop FOX.         1990.001.0878, Stinson Collection.   

NOW: The Grass and Bone at 24 East Main Street.  This 

corner has been the location of numerous eateries, includ-

ing a Bess Eaton (which burned down in 2003), a Tim 

Horton’s and a Wide World of Bagels, as well as number 

of gas and service stations, including Duerr R.E. Gasoline, 

Carl’s Texaco, and Weir’s Super Service Station.  The 

Charles Mallory house, still visible to the left, looks much 

the same as it did 80 years ago.   

 

Catching Up with the History Book Club 
The Mystic-Noank Library will continue hosting meetings of the History Book 

Club by Zoom on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm.  If you are inter-

ested in joining or have any questions, please contact Dana Semeraro at 

dssemeraro@gmail.com.  

March 10, 2021:   

A Woman of No Importance: The Untold Story of the American Spy Who Helped Win 

World War II, by Sonia Purnell, 2019  
 

April 14, 2021: 

Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution, by Nathaniel Philbrook, 2013 
 

May 12, 2021:  

The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology, 

by Simon Winchester, 2001 (1st half) 
 

June 9, 2021: 

The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and  the Birth of Modern Geology,                      

by Simon Winchester, 2001 (2nd half) 

mailto:dssemeraro@gmail.com


November 2020 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society con-
tinue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.    
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Marilyn Comrie, Lois 
Glazier, Cara Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, 
and Stephanie Thorp.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President Menno. 
  
President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to accept the minutes of the 19 October 2020 meeting.  •  Our dona-
tion made to the Mystic Congregational Church, in the amount of 
$250 as suggested by board member John Parry, was sent along 
with a letter from Steve Menno.   
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the Bank is $1,576.16.  
We have still not received the storage payment check from Ackley 
Trust.  •  The profit/loss and balance reports, which covered through 
November 14, were presented to the board as well as a draft of the 
2021 budget.  •  The budget for the upcoming year includes full-
time pay for Elizabeth, first year of PastPerfect Web Edition fees 
and public access addition, cost for additional newsletter in the 
summer months, program development, and pay for a curatorial 
assistant.  •  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve 
the 2021 budget draft.  If anything comes up, an adjustment can be 
made.  •  A motion was made, seconded, and passed to approve the 
treasurer reports.    
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Four letters sent out since 
the last board meeting on October 19.  Thank you notes to Doug 
Hanna for donation in memory of Dorrie Hanna, Edward and Mary 
Lord Foundation for a $600 grant that will be put towards PastPer-
fect, and to Eleanor Ritzie as well as Pamela and Doug Jones for 
each of their donations in memory of Dorothy Jones who passed 
away in October.  
 
Curatorial (L. Allyn for E. Boucher):  All database files were 
uploaded by Kate from PastPerfect and Elizabeth is going through 
the new program.  Waiting for Elizabeth’s go ahead to launch the 
new program.  •  The job description for the curatorial assistant po-
sition was edited by the curatorial committee and will be posted 
through an email to members, a post on Facebook, and by email to 
local historical societies.  Lynn Schroder, a new member, has a Li-
brary Science degree and is willing to help out Elizabeth, but was 
not available any of the days we are open.  
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  The system administrator 
performed the monthly data backups on November 1 on the com-
puters. The new laptop was not available on that occasion. The data 
files from PastPerfect, Virtual Exhibit, Newsletter files, System 
Desktop files, working folders and images were backed up for 
offsite safe-keeping. The computers were each checked for updates 
to the operating system and the security systems for applications 
and machine settings.  Updates were installed on both of the com-
puters.  The computers were checked for proper networking and 
connections to the printer.  All equipment appeared to be in good 
working condition and functioning properly.  The old laptop com-
puter, used mainly for support of presentations at the monthly meet-
ings, was not backed up or updated to save time. 
 
Membership (C. Allyn):   262 membership renewal letters will be 
mailed in the first week of January. 
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  On No-
vember 11, the first half of the book ‘Empire: How Spain Became a 
World Power 1492-1763’ by Henry Kamen was discussed.  The 
second half of the book will be discussed at the next meeting De-

cember 9 via Zoom.   
 
Newsletter (S. Menno):  Newsletter was sent out November 1st.  
Next one to be sent January 1st.   
 
Programs (S. Menno for M. Austin):  Survey questions for mem-
bers have been rewritten after last discussion and a few suggestions 
from the board.  These will be sent out to members soon.  The ques-
tions are on the subject of member’s interest in attending meetings 
and lectures via zoom or outdoors as we approach a new year dur-
ing a pandemic. 
 
Social Media (C. Lopilato for L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Local history 
photographs shared on both Election Day (November 2) and Veter-
ans Day (November 11). 
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn): No report. 
 
Next Meeting— 11 January 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7: 30 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cara Lopilato, Recording Secretary 
 

January 2021 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society con-
tinue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.    
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Marilyn Comrie, Lois 
Glazier, Cara Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, 
and Stephanie Thorp.  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 by President Menno. 
  
President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to accept the minutes of the 16 November 2020 meeting.  •  Expir-
ing board member terms coming up.  Nancy and Cara, who took 
over Liz Holland’s position as corresponding and recording secre-
tary, meet the end of Liz’s three-year term in May.  Stephanie, 
John, and Lyndsey’s terms to come to an end next May in 2022.  
Lois has been extended three different times for almost 12 years.  
Cindy, coming up to the end of 9 years and is looking for someone 
to take over membership.   Margaret Austin’s term as Vice Presi-
dent is up this May.  Marilyn’s first three-year term is up in May 
and is up for reelection.   •  Elizabeth received an email from some-
one in Switzerland interested in purchasing the Helen Clark Diary 
book.  This is the first international book order we have received 
and was successfully delivered to the buyer.   •  Judi Caracausa is 
interested in buying the Emporium sign to donate to MRHS.  
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank is $24,993.48 
which reflects a contribution of $25,000 in December.  A full report 
for the year 2020 will be issued shortly. We still have not received 
the storage payment check from Ackley Trust.  •  The profit/loss 
and balance reports, which covered through December 31, were 
presented to the board.  •  A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to approve the treasurer reports.    
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Two letters sent out in 
November since the last board meeting on November 16.  Letters 
sent to Mr. and Mrs. Harold P Smith for their membership dues at 
the Benefactor Level and to life member Mrs. Joseph Imdahl for 
their donation.  •  Four letters sent out in December to an anony-
mous donor for their substantial donation, life member Jonathan 
Sproul for their donation, life members Jennifer and James Kimen-
ker for their donation, and life members Mr. and Mrs. Andrew 
Langlois for their donation in memory of Joyce Everett.         ...cont. 



January 2020 Meeting Minutes (cont.) - - -  
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Three letters sent out in 
January to Betty Helbig for their donation received via Network for 
Good, Jane and Neal Bobruff for their donation in memory of Dor-
rie Hanna, and to Doug Hanna notifying him of the donation made 
in memory of Dorrie.   
 
Curatorial (L. Allyn and S. Menno for E. Boucher):  Elizabeth is 
currently converting our virtual exhibits to the new PastPerfect Web 
Edition software.  •  After receiving several applications, a Curatori-
al Assistant has been hired.  Alexei Cree will work with us once a 
week.  He has prior experience as an archival consultant at the Jack-
son Hole Museum and is currently a volunteer archivist at Enders 
Island.      
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  The system administrator 
performed the monthly data backups on January 3 on the comput-
ers. The new laptop was not available on that occasion. The data 
files from PastPerfect, Virtual Exhibit, Newsletter files, System 
Desktop files, working folders and images were backed up for 
offsite safe-keeping. The computers were each checked for updates 
to the operating system and the security systems for applications 
and machine settings.  Updates were installed on both of the com-
puters.  The computers were checked for proper networking and 
connections to the printer.  All equipment appeared to be in good 
working condition and functioning properly.  The old laptop com-
puter, used mainly for support of presentations at the monthly meet-
ings, was not backed up or updated to save time. 
 
Membership (C. Allyn):  One new member – Wayne Cooke.  •  
Member Mary Katherine Porter passed away December 4.  
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  Meeting 
via Zoom tomorrow to discuss ‘Empire: The Rise and Demise of 
the British World Order and Lessons of Global Power’ by Niall 
Ferguson.  Next meeting via Zoom on February 10 to discuss ‘The 
Name of War: King Philip’s War and the Origins of American Iden-
tity’ by Jill Lepore.   
 
Newsletter (S. Menno):  Newsletter went out January 1.  Elizabeth 
to follow up about due dates for the next newsletter which will be 
sometime late February.  
 
Programs (S. Menno for M. Austin):  After surveying member-
ship, we received 52 responses.  It was found that there was an in-
terest in Zoom meetings and some outdoor lectures.  •  An email 
was sent last week to Gail MacDonald who was supposed to give a 
lecture this past April in relation to her book.  She expressed inter-
est in doing a Zoom lecture for MRHS.  Meeting is currently sched-
uled for March 24.  Will follow up with Steve Slosberg to schedule 
his outdoor lecture in May and Marilyn Comrie’s lecture for next 
fall.  
 
Social Media (C. Lopilato for L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Reposted 
@oldschoolnewengland’s post on Instagram showing a rendering of 
what Standard Machine Company complex on Water Street origi-
nally looked like and tagged the local restaurants and stores in that 
area.  •  Highlighted both the Josephine M. Dickinson and Jesse 
Ball Stinson Collection in December sharing a snowy image of East 
Main and a collection of Mystic houses with Christmas decorations.   
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No report. 
 
Next Meeting— 8 February 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cara Lopilato, Recording Secretary 

Membership Note 
 

While recently sorting through our membership renew-

als, it was interesting to note that not all of our members 

are local to Mystic, or even Connecticut.  In fact, a fair 

number (almost 13%) of our current members hail from 

other states.  A review of our membership list showed 

the following breakdown: 
 

Connecticut  274 

California  3 

Florida  8 

Georgia  1 

Massachusetts 3 

Maryland  1 

New Hampshire 5 

New Jersey  3 

New York  2 

Pennsylvania  1 

Rhode Island  2 

South Carolina 2 

Tennessee  1 

Texas   2 

Utah   1 

Virginia  4 

Washington   1 
 

While it is assumed that many of our out of state mem-

bers once lived in the Mystic area and have since moved 

away, it is most gratifying to have such loyal members.  

Thank you!  And for those out-of-staters not in that cate-

gory, a special thanks!  We’d love to hear why you be-

came members.   
 

Reader Tips: 
 

The Connecticut Freedom Trail documents and desig-

nates sites that embody the struggle toward freedom and 

human dignity, celebrate the accomplishments of the 

state's African American community and promote herit-

age tourism. The Trail officially opened in September 

1996, and as of fall 2010, there are more than 130 sites 

in more than 50 towns, and the Trail continues to grow. 

See more at http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/. 

Editor’s Note:  
 

Siobhan Gordon is an individual member and should 

have been included in our 2020-2021 membership list. 

http://www.ctfreedomtrail.org/


Events Calendar 
 

7pm Wednesday, March 10, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership via Zoom 
A Woman of No Importance: The Untold Story of the American 

Spy Who Helped Win World War II 
By Sonia Purnell, 2019  

 
7:30pm Wednesday, March 24, 2021 

“Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington”  
Presented by Gail MacDonald via Zoom.   

Contact info@mystichistory.org to register. 
 

7pm Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership via Zoom 
Bunker Hill: A Siege, A Revolution 

By Nathaniel Philbrook 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events. 

Newsletter/Print Patrons 
 
 

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN  
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN 

 DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN  
ANN & RUSS BURGESS 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS  
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN  

KATE DIMANCESCU  
HERMINE DUDDA  

DAVID EVANS  
MR. CRAIG HAINES  
MR. DOUG HANNA  

MURIEL HINKLE 
JUDY HICKS   
ELAINE LEE 

BRIAN LOMBARD 
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN  

MRS. ROGER PANCIERA  
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY  

JULIANA RATLIFF 

Membership Updates 
 

 

 

We are pleased to welcome new members Dave & Marcia Erskine, Tricia Johnson, Martin Marchese and Bob Suppicich.   

We regret the passing of longtime member Doris Lamb. 
 

-Cindy Allyn, Membership 
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