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  Pirates, Whales and Merchants:   
Franklin and the Sea 

 

Presented by Matt Novosad 
 

Join us Wednesday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. at the    
Mystic Congregational Church 

 

Pirates, Whales, and Merchants: Franklin and the 

Sea will illuminate the ways that even a small, inland Con-

necticut town without river access is deeply connected to 

the world and its oceans. Located northwest of Norwich, 

this small town has a surprisingly large history! 
 

Matt is an MA Student at the University of Connecticut 

studying the First World War. He is also President of the 

Franklin Historical Society, located in Franklin, Connecti-

cut. 

YOU’RE INVITED 
Mystic Bridge Exhibit opening 

 

The Mystic River Historical Society invites the public to 

the opening reception for “100 years of the Mystic River 

Bridge,” from 2-4 p.m. Saturday, April 2, at the Groton 

Public Library. 
 

The exhibit, which features photos and memorabilia cele-

brating the centennial of the Mystic bascule bridge, will 

run from April 1 through Oct. 31 and is free and open to 

the public during regular library hours.  
 

The opening reception will include a short program at 2:30 

p.m., featuring Historical Society President Steve Menno, 

and Elizabeth Boucher and Marilyn Comrie, who curated 

the exhibit. 
 

The bascule bridge, which is the oldest of its kind in 

America and one of Connecticut’s top tourist attractions, 

opened July 19, 1922. 
 

Join us on April 2 for the kick-off of this months-long cel-

ebration, which will culminate on Oct. 15, with a program 

and fireworks sponsored by the Greater Mystic Chamber 

of Commerce in Mystic River Park.  We hope to see you 

there. 

Mystic River Bridges—Past and Present 
 

Presented by Jim Streeter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us Wednesday, April 27, 7:30 p.m. at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

 

One of Southeastern Connecticut’s most visible and popu-

lar landmarks is the Mystic River bascule bridge. As we 

rapidly approach the 100th anniversary of the building of 

that bridge, it would be appropriate to “take a step back in 

time” and look at some of the previous bridges and means 

used to cross the river. 

Come join us on Wednesday, April 27, 2022 at the Mystic 

Congregational Church to enjoy a presentation by Mystic 

River Historical Society’s Board of Director member Jim 

Streeter as he provides a historical glimpse, through pho-

tographs and related information, about the various bridg-

es used to cross the Mystic River. 

Jim is the Historian for the Town of Groton and has au-

thored and co-authored six books relating to Groton’s His-

tory. For a period of over ten years, he has written over 

two hundred articles relating to Groton’s history for the 

Groton Times Newspaper. A few years ago, Jim donated 

his vast collection of Groton historical documents, photo-

graphs and memorabilia to the Groton Public Library. 

Jim is a retired Forensic Evidence Consultant with the 

Connecticut State Police. He is a graduate of the Universi-

ty of New Haven, holding undergraduate degrees in Crim-

inal Justice and a Master’s degree in Human Resources.  

Jim has served on both Town and City of Groton Councils 

and was Mayor of the Town of Groton from 2009 - 2011. 

A native of Groton, he has been married to his lovely wife 

Irma for 58 years, has two children, two grandchildren and 

three great-grandchildren. 



Introduction 

To celebrate the 100th birthday of the Mystic draw-

bridge, which will be July 19, 2022, the Mystic River 

Historical Society has invited Ted Garringer, who 

served as bridge tender from 1975 to 2002, to share his 

memories of sitting at the center of Mystic for nearly 

three decades. This is the fourth of five columns describ-

ing life from his unique window on Mystic. We thank 

Ted for helping us celebrate this important milestone in 

the village's history. 

It’s a Wonderful Day in Mystic … Until the Drawbridge 

Gets Stuck 
 

The Mystic Drawbridge is literally the tie that binds two 

towns together: Groton to the west and Stonington to the 

east.  Downtown Mystic is a beehive of activity every-

day as traffic and pedestrians cross from one side to the 

other.  River traffic depends upon the scheduled open-

ings for both business and pleasure.   All of this hustle 

and bustle comes to a screeching halt when the unthink-

able happens – the drawbridge is stuck up; or down; or it 

just won’t close!  While bridge malfunctions were not 

everyday occurrences, when they happened things on 

the bridge became very tense.   
 

An epic failure happened on August 11th 1986. 

It was a Monday afternoon, everything had been normal 

until the bridge motors failed to raise the span for a 

scheduled opening.  Both river and road traffic were dis-

rupted for more than a week as the DOT worked to fix 

the problem. Captain John Eginton of the Mystic Whaler 

gives a great account of the event as it affected his ves-

sel. 
 

“In the summer of 1986 one of the two electric 

motors on the drawbridge failed and could not be 

repaired.  As these motors were rare, a new motor 

needed to be built, resulting in nearly a week’s 

period during which the drawbridge was inopera-

ble.  This posed a serious challenge to the Mystic 

Whaler, among many other vessels. As we were 

trapped north of the bridge and were unable to of-

fer our cruises, we needed to refund the fares paid 

by many hundreds of disappointed passengers. 
 

However, there was one possible solution to the 

impasse: the bridge could be opened manual-

ly.  Decades earlier, probably when the bridge was 

built, a gearbox had been installed below the road-

way, allowing the bridge to be cranked open with 

capstan bars.  On the appointed day a team of 

DOT employees assembled and gave it a try.  It 

may have been the first time anyone had attempted 

to open the bridge by hand.  This attempt was a 

failure, however.  The gearbox had not been main-

tained over the many years since it was built.  As 

soon as the crew began pushing on their capstan 

bars, the rusty gears crumbled and dropped into 

the river.  However, at this point the new motor 

was so delayed that it was still worthwhile to re-

build the gearbox.  A team from the DOT worked 

basically around the clock, and two days later the 

newly rebuilt gearbox was ready for its test. 
 

As I recall it took about 40 minutes for the team to 

get the bridge up to its full vertical position.  On 

the Mystic Whaler, we gratefully seized this one 

opportunity to make our escape, and for the next 

several days we operated our cruises from West 

Mystic Shipyard. 
 

Fair Winds! 

Captain John Eginton” 

Up and Down The Mystic River: Part 4 of a 5-Part Series 
Article and Photos by Ted Garringer, with an introduction by Marilyn Comrie 

Note: The men in the photo foreground from left to right are: Marion 
Johnson, Ben Fournier, Gordon Coats and Stan (last name unknown). 



It wasn’t only the river traffic that was inconvenienced 

during this repair.  The bridge was fully opened for long 

periods of time disrupting the flow of traffic between the 

Groton and Stonington sides.  Traffic was detoured 

about 10 miles around the river to its headwaters in Old 

Mystic where a small bridge by the General Store al-

lowed motor traffic to “cross” and make its way to the 

other side down Route 27 or River Road depending on 

which way you were going. This detour took about a 

half hour with traffic.  A big challenge for both towns 

was the fear of fire and emergency vehicles needing to 

cross while the bridge was lifted during repairs because 

of the time it would take to lower the span.  Fortunately, 

both towns were fairly quiet during this period so emer-

gency vehicles not being able to cross was not an issue. 

There was a quick way for pedestrians to cross.  A cou-

ple of local entrepreneurs seized the opportunity to make 

a little money by ferrying people in small boats across 

the river.  They had a very profitable week. 

A couple of days after the initial failure, crews were able 

to operate the bridge on a limited basis using only one of 

the two motors that lift the bridge.  The limited schedule 

called for raising the bridge at 9:30 am, and 2:30, 5:30 

and 8:00 pm.  We followed this schedule as close as we 

could but often had to improvise.  Traffic was halted for 

long periods because once the span was up we held it 

until all river traffic had passed.  As usual, river traffic 

has the right of way over road traffic.  

It was several weeks before the 2nd motor was replaced 

and openings returned to the normal summer schedule of 

quarter after the hour from 7:15 am to 7:15 pm.  After 

7:15 pm the bridge opened on the demand of a boat cap-

tain.  This could be once an hour or several times an 

hour depending upon river traffic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seeking Photos of the Mystic Drawbridge 
 

The Mystic River Historical Society is planning a pro-

gram as well as a series of exhibits to debut in April 

2022 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 

Mystic River Drawbridge.  We would like to invite any-

one with photos (prints or digital), artwork, or memora-

bilia depicting the drawbridge, 1922—present, to con-

sider making a loan or donation to the historical society 

to help us commemorate this milestone anniversary.  We 

are happy to scan photographs or slides at the archives 

building, and return the hard copies to any person who 

does not want to part with their originals.   
 

We are interested in all sorts of images including: 

•Parades and road races crossing the bridge. 

•Vessels passing the bridge during the wooden boat 

show, lighted boat parade, or during voyages to Mys-

tic Seaport. 

•Scenic photographs of the bridge. 

•Images of people enjoying downtown Mystic or the 

Mystic River that feature the drawbridge in the back-

ground.  
 

If you would like to participate, you can contact us at 

info@mystichistory.org, call Elizabeth Boucher at 860-

536-4779, or drop in at the Downes Building during our 

open hours. 

Capt. John Eginton, skipper of the Mystic Whaler, May 1, 1993. 

The Mystic Whaler passing the drawbridge.   

mailto:info@mystichistory.org


Two Bridges It Would Be Fun To Burn 
This column by Day newspaper editor John Foley was 

published Aug.14, 1986, the day after the motor quit on 

the Mystic drawbridge. Mr. Foley lived in Waterford 

and had a love-hate relationship with the Niantic River 

Bridge. The malfunction in Mystic gave him an oppor-

tunity to rant about both bridges. 

That was some picture Wednesday on Page 1 of The 

Day showing workers cranking up the Mystic River 

Bridge by hand. People who have had their fill of this 

bridge must have regretted the workers were not setting 

explosives in place so it could be blown higher than the 

community’s new flagpole. 

The old piece of junk broke down Monday. What a time 

for it – during the tourist and boating season, yet. The 

little bridge which won’t work the way it should is doing 

a number on the business people. 

This is August but it looks like March in downtown 

Mystic. Not to worry, the state says. The bridge will be 

opened on a limited schedule – four times a day – for a 

couple of days or a week or two or however long it takes 

to fix the thing. 

The state seems vague about the timing. It does get the 

point across that this is somewhat of a more involved 

job than fixing a watch. 

The people who run stores, restaurants, cruise boats and 

so forth must wonder what they did to cause the gods to 

do something like this to them. 

They can take some solace the bridge didn’t zonk out 

until the day after the Mystic Outdoor Arts Festival 

closed. Think about that. 

If it happened during the festival, the community would 

have had a horror show instead of an arts show. Visions 

spring to mind of world-class traffic jams and of artists 

swimming across the river with paintings lashed to their 

heads to keep them dry. 

The span has been lucky during all its years of incon-

veniencing drivers, local and otherwise. It has managed 

to escape the notoriety which has always seemed to 

cling to that other gem, the Niantic River Bridge. 

Maybe this just indicates the people in the old sea-faring 

community of Mystic have a high tolerance for discom-

fort. The spirit of iron men in wooden ships lives on. 

There has always been grumbling about the Mystic Riv-

er Bridge. But his has been – until this week, of course – 

on a lower key than the virulent abuse heaped for ages 

on the Niantic River Bridge. At 67, the Niantic River 

Bridge is three years older than the Mystic River Bridge. 

It is another of those contraptions which were on the 

drawing board when horses still thought they ruled the 

roads. 

It causes traffic jams which are sights to behold on both 

sides of the river. You haven’t lived until you have been 

trapped in a car under a broiling sun for what seems a 

lifetime while this creaky structure waits for some dinky 

boat with a tall mast to go through. 

The Niantic River Bridge has inspired wonderful invec-

tive. One writer had a go at it this way: 

“This odd-looking object is about a half-century old, as 

slippery when wet as a greased chute, as narrow as a 

hallway in a dollhouse and, to put it mildly, unsafe for 

pedestrians unless they are agile types who can leap over 

the sides to escape being clipped by cars.” 

The Niantic bridge has been the center of a squabble be-

tween the state, which wants to replace it with some-

thing far more modern and considerably larger, and a 

citizens’ group which doesn’t want the state to go that 

far at all. 

Space constraints, for once a blessing, do not allow us to 

go into detail on the arguments. Anyway, many drivers 

have had plenty of time to ponder them while waiting in 

a long line of stopped cars. 

A story, perhaps apocryphal, has it that a driver who was 

in a hurry once became so enraged when he was de-

layed, he jumped out of his car and hurled rocks at the 

bridge tender high up in the booth. 

Such a display of temper is not to be condoned, but one 

can sympathize with the poor fellow. It is easy to under-

stand why he flipped. Bridges such as the ones in Mystic 

and Niantic can do that to anyone. 

Published with permission from The Day newspaper. 

Editor’s Note 
Two of our members were excluded from the member-

ship list in our previous issue.  We apologize and recog-

nize them here: 
 

JUDITH CADY, Family Member 

WILLIAM STAMM, Life Member 



Mystic Then and Now:  Old Mystic’s Main Street, 1911—2022  

Reader Tip:  1950 Census Release 

On April 1, 2022, the National Archives and Rec-

ords Administration of the United States will make 

digital images of the 1950 US census available to the 

world. Protected by law for 72 years, this long-

awaited census will be the most comprehensive rec-

ord set available of those who were living in that his-

toric era in the United States. The 1950 US Census 

Community Project is a national collaborative effort 

that uses the Internet, artificial intelligence, and a 

massive volunteer workforce to make these census 

records searchable online. 

Read more about the National Archives’ efforts to 

digitize and share the 1950 census at: https://

www.archives.gov/news/articles/1950-census-

access, and more about how to contribute to the 

1950 US Census Community Project here https://

www.familysearch.org/en/info/us-census/1950-

census/ 

MRHS Awarded Grant Funding for 2022 
 

We are excited to announce that the Mystic River Historical 

Society was awarded funding for general operating support in 

2022 from the CT Cultural Fund.  This fund is administered 

by CT Humanities, with support from the Connecticut Office 

of the Arts and the CT State Legislature.   

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, we are thrilled to announce that we  have been 

selected for a Regional Marketing Partnership Program with 

the Eastern Regional Tourism District (ERTD).  We will be 

producing a short film documenting the 100 year history of 

the Mystic River Bascule Bridge, 1922-2022, in partnership 

with Firesite Films (located in Noank) and the Mystic Cham-

ber of Commerce.  This project has been made possible 

thanks to funding from the ERTD’s regional marketing grant 

program and additional support from Bridge Marketing of 

Mystic.   

Then:  The first trolley at Old Mystic on September 

21, 1911. The Stonington Mirror reported "Today 

has been a part holiday for Mystic and Old Mystic 

because of the opening day of the trolley road addi-

tion.  At Old Mystic all work has been suspended 

and everybody rejoiced to see the cars run into the 

village...Two bands of music were present that the 

merchants of Mystic had succeeded in getting, and 

everyone was made happy...It was a big day for the 

Old Mystic people." 
 

Horace O. Williams’ General Store and meat market 

is visible to the right, on the corner of Main Street 

and West Main Street (now Route 27).  The Old 

Mystic Fire Department can be seen directly behind 

Williams’ store.  In 1911 the fire department was 

served by 30 volunteers using one old double acting 

Van Ness & Smith hand engine, one 2-wheel reel 

rubber hose (500 ft. and 2.5 in), 120 ft. ladders, and 

water supplied from the Groton Brook. 

1990.001.0821, gift of Jesse Stinson.   
 

Now:  A quiet day on Main Street in Old Mystic, 

2022.  The Old Mystic Country Store now occupies 

the corner building previously owned by Williams.   

https://www.familysearch.org/en/info/us-census/1950-census/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/info/us-census/1950-census/
https://www.archives.gov/news/articles/1950-census-access
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/info/us-census/1950-census/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/info/us-census/1950-census/
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November 2021 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library on No-
vember 15, 2021.  Attendees were:  Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, 
Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry (via Zoom),  Lynn 
Schroder and Stephanie Thorp.  
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded and passed to 
accept the 18 October 2021 meeting notes.  S. Menno noted that Gail 
“Grace” Cleere a potential candidate for the MRHS board will be at-
tending the January 2022 meeting. 
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $2,274.85. L. 
Allyn reviewed the 2022 budget. Discussion ensued regarding two 
items: the impact of changes to payment schedule/timing of Mystic 
Congregational Church parish hall rental and honoraria for program 
speakers. L. Allyn will provide update about parish hall rental and 
increase speaker honoraria to $100 per event. The Town of Groton 
continued MRHS’ non-profit status through 2025. 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  No new report since October. 
 
Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Work continues on ongoing projects. 
Frank Fulchiero of Channel 12 Public Access plans to air future 
MRHS speaker programs. While they will donate the video equip-
ment, MRHS will need to provide required staff. They plan to initiate 
the videos with our April program. An application for a CT Cultural 
Fund Operating Support Grant was submitted. The grant is estimated 
to be approximately $5,000 and notification is expected shortly.  
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp) :  On 12 November, belated 
backups and updates were performed on the two desktop computers 
(MRHS1 and MRHS2). The laptop was signed out and unavailable for 
updates.  •   All backups were completed successfully on MRHS1. 
While the updates on MRHS 2 were performed, the computer failed to 
subsequently Restart. System Administrator efforts failed to resolve 
the problem and Dell has been contacted to begin repairs which are 
expected to be completed 11/16. The computer remains covered under 
purchase warranty so MRHS is not likely to incur any associated 
costs.   
 
Membership (L. Allyn, John Parry):  One new membership was 
added: a family membership for Jennifer and Mark Raymond. There 
were no membership renewals. Since October, we lost one member, 
Bettye Noyes, age 103, a member since 1989 who self-published in 
2017 “Bettye’s Blue SeaChest,” a book of personal stories inspired by 
200 years of family letters. We also learned that another member, Wil-
liam (Bill) Blunt White had died Sept. 16, 2020, age 93. All members 
were asked to review an Excel spreadsheet prepared by L. Allyn of 
fifteen 2020 MRHS members who have not yet renewed membership 
for 2021 to identify potential reasons for the non-renewal. They will 
be included in the 2022 mailing list renewals but not listed as 2021 
members in the Jan/Feb 2022 Porterville Press. J. Parry is preparing a 
list of 2021 members by membership type for the Jan/Feb 2022 Por-
terville Press.  
   
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  Dec. 13:  
The Battle of Stonington: Torpedoes, Submarines and Rockets in the 
War of 1812, by James Tertius de Kay (1990) Jan. 10 & Feb. 14, 
2022: In the Hurricane's Eye: The Genius of George Washington and 
the Victory at Yorktown, by Nathaniel Philbrick (2018) March 14 & 
April 11:  Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of the Cherokee Nation, 
by John Ehle (1988) May 9: The Bomber Mafia, by Malcolm 
Gladwell (2021)  
 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The next newsletter is planned to be issued 
on January 1. Deadline for submittals is December 17. Three people 
responded to requests for Mystic Bridge memorabilia. A future issue 
may contain an article on Bettye Noyes, an active longtime member 
who recently died. 

Programs (S. Menno):  Details for the December 1 S. Slosberg talk 
were discussed including that articles were provided to the Mystic 
Times and Mystic River Press and that refreshments will be offered 
and masks required. In addition, copies of S. Slosberg’s recently pub-
lished book will be available for purchase. Beyond the fact that the 
next Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce meeting will be held on 
November 18, there were no new updates on the Mystic River Bridge 
Centennial.   
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  No new report. 
  
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  Buzzi Memorials will be rea-
ligning five markers with monies from a Lord Foundation grant. This 
work is expected to be completed prior to the season’s first snow. 
 
Next Meeting— 10 January at Mystic and Noank Library, Activity 
Room 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

January 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees met via Zoom on January 10, 2022.  Attendees 
were:  Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, 
John Parry,  Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder, Stephanie 
Thorp and guest Grace Cleere.  
 
President (S. Menno):  Board candidate Grace Cleere introduced 
herself which was followed by board member introductions. A motion 
was made, seconded and passed to accept the 15 November 2021 
meeting notes.  Moving the date for the February 2022 board meeting 
was discussed with final decision to keep the existing date. Discussion 
was held regarding upcoming meetings and the best solution for ac-
commodating annual public meeting including shifting dates and/or 
combining with other planned meetings. S. Menno noted the require-
ment for re-election of members Parry, Potter, Pyrke-Fairchild and 
Thorp as well as the retirement of Allyn and the consequent need for 
recommendations to fill the Treasurer’s position. L. Allyn offered to 
assist his replacement. Menno noted that the first installment (70%) of 
the $6,400 CT Cultural Fund Operating Support Grant would be re-
ceived within 30 days and required formal documentation of disburse-
ment. Funds will be used for archival supplies for scrapbooks, com-
munity outreach and offset of general operating expenses. S. Menno 
also addressed the anonymous $15,000 MRHS grant including the 
confirmation of no stipulations on its use. Solicited suggestions for 
use of the grant included replacement of the aging scanner, funding 
increased accessibility/public hours for the Downes building archives 
as well as increasing reserves. 
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $19,161.08 
which includes the recent $15,000 anonymous grant. Otherwise, there 
has been little change to the P&L since November’s budget discus-
sions. A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the 2022 
budget.  
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Two thank you notes were 
sent in November: Stephanie and Barry Thorp – cash donation in 
memory of Bettye Noyes, Anne Krupman (The Krupman Family 
Foundation) - cash donation in honor of Lou and Cindy Allyn. Six 
thank you notes were sent in December: Mystic Garden Club - dona-
tion of Christmas wreath for Portersville Academy, Mr. and Mrs. Har-
old Smith - membership dues at the Benefactor level, Mr. and Mrs. 
Andrew Langlois - Life members, plus an additional cash donation in 
memory of Joyce and Bill Everett, Robert Boris - membership dues at 
the Family level and newsletter patron and Mrs. John Lee -  year-end 
cash donation. One note was sent in January 2022 to acknowledge and 
thank a very generous, unrestricted anonymous gift. 
 

…continued page 7 



 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 

to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Open • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - Nancy Potter •  
Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-December, 

January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Planning for the next two years will cen-
ter on community outreach. While the main focus of 2022 will be 
the bridge centennial celebration, the development of a self-guided 
downtown Mystic walking tour will also be explored ideally in part-
nership with the Downtown Merchants Association/Greater Mystic 
Chamber of Commerce and/or individual businesses.  The planned 
bridge trail will serve as a useful test run for this potential pro-
ject. Also under consideration is an annual guided walking tour and/
or cemetery tour to serve as a fundraiser for MRHS. E. Boucher so-
licited interest and assistance in both potential projects. The 50th 
Anniversary of MRHS in 2023 also presents an appropriate time to 
consider longer-term goals including improvement and expanded 
utilization of the PVA building.  There are several grants available 
including Historic Restoration Fund Grants (Preservation CT), Infra-
structure and Capacity Building Grants (National Endowment of the 
Humanities) and the Groton Utilities grant program for non-profits 
which could all be used to fund the installation of HVAC, fire sup-
pression and security systems (among other improvements) which 
would make the building safe for collections storage/exhibit space 
and more comfortable for meetings and programs. It was decided to 
target the April 2022 program for filming and airing on Channel 12 
Public Access. S. Menno volunteered to run the video equipment. 
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On January 2 the IT System 
Administrator performed equipment updates and file backups. 
MRHS1 and MRHS2 computers were updated with the latest Dell 
and Microsoft security updates. The updates for the MRHS3 laptop 
computer were completed by the Curatorial Manager. All computers 
are performing properly and connections to the network are func-
tioning as intended. The Catalog Backups for Past Perfect Web Edi-
tion were downloaded and stored offsite. The folder of new images 
being transferred to Past Perfect for inclusion into the Web Edition 
database were backed up. The working files for the Curator were 
copied and stored off site for security. 
  
Membership (L. Allyn, J. Parry):  Since our November meeting, 
we received six donations, added three new members and processed 
six 2022 membership renewals. A list of 2021 membership was pub-
lished in the January/February Portersville Press which identified a 
total of 264 members: 100 at the Individual Membership level, 75 at 
the Family Membership level, 34 at the Contributing Membership 
level, 19 at the Benefactor Membership level, 1 at the Sustaining 
Membership level, 32 at the Life Membership level and 3 at the 
Honorary Life Membership level. One member, Judith Cady (at the 
Family Membership level), was omitted in error. She was personally 
contacted and a correction will be printed in the March/April Por-
tersville Press. Planned tasks for January include producing a 
spreadsheet of 2021 membership with contact details and mailing 
renewal letters to all 2021 members who have not yet renewed as 
well as 2020 members who did not renew in 2021.  
   
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  Jan. 10 

& Feb. 14, 2022: In the Hurricane's Eye: The Genius of George 
Washington and the Victory at Yorktown, by Nathaniel Philbrick 
(2018) March 14 & April 11:  Trail of Tears: The Rise and Fall of 
the Cherokee Nation, by John Ehle (1988) May 9: The Bomber Ma-
fia, by Malcolm Gladwell (2021)  
 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The next newsletter is planned to be is-
sued on March 1. Deadline for submittals is February 18.  
 

Programs (S. Menno):  It was noted that the S. Slosberg program 
had strong attendance. S. Menno noted the need to potentially re-
schedule or hold the March B. Nagy talk via Zoom. Final decision 
will be made during February meeting. J. Streeter’s April program 
on the Mystic Bridge is considered a key event of the centennial 
celebration and the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce has sug-
gested that it be held at the chapel in the Olde Mystick Village. Con-
cerns were expressed that the capacity will not be adequate.  At the 
moment, the April program will be held at the Mystic Congregation-
al Church. 
 

Bridge Centennial (M. Comrie):  M. Comrie shared two logos 
developed by the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce which will 
be used on merchandise and promotion in support of the bridge cen-
tennial. E. Boucher and M. Comrie are creating six panels of bridge 
history to be  displayed at the Groton Public Library. They will be 
installed during the last week of March and a reception has been 
scheduled for 2 April at the library. M. Comrie noted that 20 down-
town merchants have signed up to display posters created/sponsored 
by MRHS and the Chamber in support of the centennial. M. Comrie 
also discussed the five photos for four locations display which the 
Chamber plans to produce with photographs provided by MRHS.    
E. Boucher discussed the Eastern Regional Tourism District Grant 
application submitted in early January that would partially fund the 
production of a bridge history film to be produced by Firesite films 
in Noank, CT. G. Cleere proposed other ideas for the bridge centen-
nial celebration: a period social event/gala, a school-based program/
quiz with local children as well as engaging with local marinas to 
promote the planned events.  
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild)  Content was posted in support 
of Christmas and New Year’s Day as well as advertising for the S. 
Slosberg December program. Plans are underway to post an an-
nouncement of MRHS being awarded the Connecticut Cultural Fund 
Operating Support Grant.   
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No updates. 
 
Next Meeting—14 February in Activity Room at Mystic and Noank 
Library or via Zoom. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 

http://www.mystichistory.org/


Events Calendar 
 

7pm Monday, March 14, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
Trail of Tears (1st half), By John Ehle 

 

7:30 pm Wednesday, March 23, 2022 
“Pirates, Whales and Merchants: Franklin and the Sea,”  

Presented by Matt Novosad 
 

2-4pm Saturday, April 2, 2022 
“100 Years of the Mystic River Bridge,” exhibit opening at the 

Groton Public Library 
 

7pm Monday, April 11, 2022 
History Book Club 

Trail of Tears (2nd half), By John Ehle 
 

7:30 pm Wednesday, April 27, 2022 
“Mystic River Bridges—Past and Present,”  

Presented by Jim Streeter 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome new members Jay and Rosemary Louden, and new life member Virginia Wydler.  We 
regret the passing of members Jane Donnel and Leonard Sawyer.   
 

-John Parry, Membership 
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