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  May 22, 2021 - Steven Slosberg 
"Stonington Cemetery's Poet's Corner: A Walk 

Along This Storied Lane" 

Steven Slosberg will lead a walking tour of the Poet's Cor-
ner in Stonington Cemetery at 1pm on Saturday, May 22, 
2021.  "Poet's Corner" is the resting place for two Pulitzer 
Prize-winning poets (one of whom won two Pulitzers); a 
best-selling suspense writer whose novels became Holly-
wood films in the 1930's and '40's; her daughter, a mem-
oirist and biographer who wrote a renowned book about 
her garden; several journalists, including the editor-in-
chief of Newsweek; an esteemed editor for a major New 
York publishing house; an author of children's books, and 
her husband, a radio and television writer; a Steujban 
Glass master designer and also a novelist, as well as other 
writers and artists. 
  
Steven Slosberg grew up in Norwich and graduated from 
Norwich Free Academy.  He majored in history at Oberlin 
College, and began his journalism career at The Chronicle 
in Willimantic in 1973.  He worked for The New London 
Day from 1975 through 2007.  Steven currently writes 
weekly stories for The Westerly Sun and the Mystic River 
Press. 
 
Sign up for this walking tour by contacting MRHS either 
by email (info@mystichistory.org) or by calling 860-536-
4779.  Enter through the cemetery gate on N. Main St.  
Participants will be directed where to park and where to 
assemble for the tour.  Social distancing will be observed 
and masks are required. 

June 12, 2021 
Portersville Academy Open House 

 

Saturday, June 12 is Connecticut Open House Day.  The 

purpose of this event is to encourage people to explore CT 
by attendance at art galleries, museums, historical proper-
ties, etc.  As such, the Mystic River Historical Society will 

have an open house of Portersville Academy at 76 High 
St. from 1pm to 4pm.  Built in 1839 (when the village on 
the west side of the Mystic River was known as Porters-

ville), the Portersville Academy was originally the Fifth 
District School and was located just north of the Union 
Baptist Church (then called Mariners Free Church).  In 

1888, the building was moved (!) to its current location 
and became the First District Hall.  It was used as a court-
house (with a separate jail immediately nearby) and a vot-

ing hall.  The building’s use as a district hall ended in 
1958.  The building sat vacant and unused for many years 
and was slated for demolition.  In 1966, the building was 

rescued by concerned citizens, the Mystic Valley Civic 
Association, the Mystic Garden Club, and, later, the Mys-
tic Junior Woman’s Club.  It was acquired by the MRHS 

in 1975.  At that point, many renovations of the building 
were made, including restoring the original configuration 
of two entrance doors, recreating the oval spider glass 

window, and installing a replacement bell and belfry that 
had been removed many years before.  
 

Today, the first floor retains its court house configuration, 
while the second floor is a reproduction of a 19th century 
classroom.  There are several other displays and various 

artifacts as well. Social distancing will be observed and 
masks are required.  For those interested in a virtual tour 
of PVA, try the link on the homepage of the MRHS web-

site, mystichistory.org. 



The  Masons  Island  Mystery  Mine 

  By  Marcus Mason Maronn 

I am a descendant of Major John Mason and consider myself to be the unofficial Masons Island historian - at least of 
my generation, which is to say a child of the 1950’s. Back then it was still mostly old summer cottages and simple 
pleasures. Downtown Mystic was still old fashioned and quiet. The only time it was crowded was during the outdoor 
art festival or a parade. You parked in a dirt lot with puddles in the back of the stores and hung out at Bee Bee Dairy 
or Beggars Roost. 
 

I have perused the archives and photos of MRHS & ICRC and read many of Carol Kimball’s articles. There is usual-

ly always something interesting to discover - IF you only look. James Allyn’s book on Major John Masons Island is 

full of valuable history. On page 92 he describes “the most spectacular event on the Island before the 1938 Hurri-

cane, was the discovery and demise of a whale in November of 1937. Men from the Peabody Museum identified it 

as a Bottlenose or Sowerby’s whale - fifteen feet long and weighing about a ton.” When you live along the shoreline, 

you never know what might wash up on the beach or rocks. 
 

Over the years as an adult, I have collected miscellaneous ephemera, old post cards and learned a lot about local his-

tory.  Nowadays, one also never knows what might pop up online in an eBay auction listing. Recently I purchased a 

letter and photo pertaining to another unusual and interesting event involving some Masons Island boys. This inci-

dent was apparently not reported in the newspapers then and escaped my researcher efforts - until now. I called Lou 

Allyn and several others who were schoolmates of the two boys and this is what I learned.  

Fred Pierson (left) and Robert Mitchell (right), pose with their torpedo/mine on Masons Island, December 1953. West Mystic Shipyard is 
visible in the background. 



In December of 1953, teenagers Robert Mitchell and 

Frederick Pierson were out in their boat scalloping. 

Along the rocky shore near Lord’s’ Point in Stonington 

they discovered a “lost” torpedo! They obviously got 

very excited and perhaps did not speculate about all the 

what-if’s or worse case scenarios. They simply tied it to 

their boat and towed their prize back home to show 

their friends.  
 

Their friend Mike Cronin wondered why it was painted 

yellow and made an eerie humming noise. It was rather 

uncertain to some if this thing could explode at any mo-

ment and everyone would be blown to smithereens - or 

maybe it was a dud?  I imagine that their parents had 

serious concerns about this and contacted the Navy over 

in New London who promptly came to retrieve their 

lost property. 
 

The Navy Ordinance Department actually classify this 

device as a “MINE” - MK 27 / model 0 / Reg # 940 to 

be exact. That is how it was referenced in the official 

letter from the U.S. Naval Submarine Base, New Lon-

don, Conn. - 36.  Signed by Captain J. E. Lee, Com-

manding Officer, who sincerely thanks the two young 

men and asks that they “please accept the enclosed 

Treasurers check #2376 in the amount of $100 payable 

to you as a reward for your recovery and prompt return 

of the lost mine, on or about 6 December 1953.” 
 

In the end this big adventure turned out rather well for 

the two impetuous young men instead of a worse case 

scenario.  Imagine if you will, what type of damage this 

21 foot long, 21 inch diameter, 3,800 pound ordinance / 

mine could have caused IF it had exploded?  Boats, 

boys and boulders flying far and wide in all directions 

and leaving a crater big enough to park a submarine in!  

Now that would have been headline news for sure and 

Masons Island would never be the same again. Well it 

turns out that this was only a training device and any 

official details remain a mystery. We will never know 

how and why it got “lost” and from what boat - a yel-

low submarine? 

 

I contacted the Sub Base and despite this official reward 

letter, their archivist searched and failed to find any rec-

ords whatsoever pertaining to this incident. I reckon 

that the Captain Commander preferred to chalk this one 

up as an “oops” and avoid the publicity.  Surely these 

two young men did not forget about their big discovery 

and the reward they received. So now we are left specu-

lating what they might have spent that money on?  If 

any one can provide any additional input on this matter 

- or know of any other obscure and interesting incidents 

or accidents, please do not hesitate to contact us at 

MRHS. 
 

Mystic Scouting Memorabilia and Memories 
By Lou Allyn 

 

Last year Frank Richard Clay’s collection of Boy 

Scouts of America memorabilia, including badges, 

membership cards and certificates, books and scouting 

gear, was accessioned by MRHS. This triggered a flood 

of memories of when we both were in Mystic’s Troop 

34 which led me to talk with our newsletter editor and 

publisher and Collections Manager, Elizabeth Boucher. 

We think that the topic of scouting in Mystic over the 

years is important local history and would be a fine ad-

dition to our archives. A project to do this will include 

Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Girl Scouts, Brownies, and 

Sea Scouts. If you are interested in participating please 

do any of the following:  
 

1.  Contact Elizabeth (at info@mystichistory.org or 

860-536-4779) with any items you would like to do-

nate. 

2.  Send us any stories and memories about your 

days, or anyone in your family, in scouting. 

3.  Offer to conduct your own research to find news 

articles, photographs, etc.  

Membership cards and official first aid kit from the Frank Clay 
Scout Collection, 2020.023 



Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington 
 

On the evening of March 24, Gail MacDonald spoke to 
MRHS via Zoom about her recent book, Hidden Histo-
ry of Mystic and Stonington.  Her presentation had 67 
participants, of which 32 were MRHS members.  Since 
this was the first speaker meeting since Lou Allyn’s talk 
on Central Hall in February 2020, it was gratifying that 
“attendance” by both MRHS members and non-
members exceeded our typical average turnout in the 
past. 
 

The purpose of Gail’s book was to tell the stories of no-
table, but unsung, people who contributed to Mystic’s 
and Stonington’s history and development (hence, the 
word “hidden” in the book’s title). Gail covered some 
of the highlights of her book, and organized her talk 
along the twin themes of “people I’d like to meet” and 
“most inspiring stories.” 
 

In the first category, there was Isaac Stanton Mullen, a 
descendent of the Mohegan tribe who was born in Ston-
ington, later serving in the U.S. Navy, where he had the 
opportunity to shake the hand of Abraham Lincoln. 
There was the story of the people who founded the 
Third Baptist Church for black churchgoers. There was 
Fr. John J. Keene, the pastor of St. Michael Church in 
Pawcatuck, who defied some prejudice against Catho-
lics and marched St. Michael’s Boy Scout troop in a 
parade. And there was Mary Jobe Akeley who, among 
many other accomplishments, founded Camp Mystic 
for girls along the Groton bank of the Mystic River 
(now, the Peace Sanctuary). 
 

Regarding inspiring stories, there was the town poor 
farm and the rise of one of its tenants, Ernie Dickson, to 
become a school administrator.  There was the story of 
Elisha Apes, a native American who signed on to a 
New London whaleship and eventually settled in New 
Zealand, looking for a better life. There were Claude 
and Prudence Gabriel, African Americans who, because 
of Claude’s skills, ultimately ended up working for Al-
exander, the Russian emperor.  And there was the story 
of how the location of Stonington High School came to 
be. 
 

All in all, Gail provided an enjoyable and fascinating 
insight into many lesser-known people and their contri-

butions to the history of our area.  Her lecture was rec-
orded and the link to the talk can be obtained by re-
questing it via email at info@mystichistory.org.  Also, 

Gail’s book can be purchased by contacting her at 
gbraccimac@gmail.com. Gail will be donating $5 to 
MRHS for every book purchased by MRHS members. 

MRHS Board of Trustees and Officers 
 

The MRHS Board of Trustees consists of 12 members 
who serve three-year terms.  The terms are staggered so 
that every year, four of the board positions are up for 
election.  Normally, these elections take place at the 
May membership meeting.  Because of the pandemic 
and restrictions regarding in-person indoor meetings, 
last May’s elections were not held.  Since we will not 
be having a membership meeting this May, once again 
elections will not be held.  MRHS bylaws allow the 
president to appoint board members, and that was done 
last May and will be done again this May. 
 

First and most importantly, MRHS wishes to thank the 
following board members whose terms expire this May.  
We greatly appreciate their service to MRHS.  They are 
Cindy Allyn, Margaret Austin, Lois Glazier, and Cara 
Lopilato.  Cindy has served the maximum of three 
terms allowed, and while Lois has done that as well, she 
has been extended for three years beyond that!  Thank 
you. 
 

This year we are pleased to announce that Elizabeth 
Boucher, Lynn Schroder, and Jim Streeter will be join-
ing the board.  Elizabeth will also continue to serve as 
collections manager and newsletter editor.  Lynn is the 
former vice chair of the Hebron Historic Properties 
Commission and arrives back in Mystic with family 
roots going back 150 years, which include her great 
great grandfather being the first superintendent of Elm 
Grove Cemetery.  Jim has an incredible list of accom-
plishments, but many of you now know him as the 
Groton Town Historian. 
 

Regarding MRHS officers, John Parry will be taking 
over membership from Cindy Allyn and Lynn Schroder 
will be taking over recording secretary from Cara 

Lopilato.  Thank you to the four of you! 

 

 

Reader Tips:   
 

This summer marks the 70th anniversary of the Mystic 

Little League.  You can find footage of the opening day 

game of that inaugural season online at: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zrhCl36ho4&t=3s  

mailto:info@mystichistory.org
mailto:gbraccimac@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zrhCl36ho4&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8zrhCl36ho4&t=3s


 

The following items are just a small selection of some of 

the truly incredible donations we have received over the 

past several months.   
 

Randall Family Papers 
 

In the September 2020 issue of the Portersville Press I 

featured the transcribed Civil War letters of Captain 

Jedediah “Jed” Randall of Mystic, which were donated 

by the Stonington Historical Society.  These letters came 

to Stonington from a librarian in Prescott, Arizona who 

had no knowledge of how the letters, addressed to Jed’s 

family members in Mystic, had found their way out west.  

In a happy coincidence, I received an email several 

weeks ago from James Kissler of Phoenix, Arizona that 

read:  “I have begun transcribing the journals of the Ran-

dall family as told by Adelia Miner Randall Noyes.  The 

journals cover the Civil War and the activities of the 

Randalls from 1876 until around 1916.  I have completed 

the Civil War letters from Jed and Adelia’s journal for 

1880-1881.” 
 

As it turns out, Mr. Kissler is married to the great grand-

daughter of Charles Randall—Jed’s youngest brother—

and the couple has been researching the Randall family’s 

Mystic roots since inheriting a collection of the Randall’s 

journals and correspondence in 2018.  Mr. Kissler was 

generous enough to share copies of the material that he 

has transcribed so far (including the letters and journal 

mentioned above) with MRHS.  He was also able to shed 

some light on the Randall family’s connection to Arizo-

na.   

 

We know from our own records that the family patriarch, 

Isaac Randall, was a prominent Mystic businessman who 

was partnered with his brother Silas in a whaling firm, as 

well as the Reliance Machine Co. (located at Factory 

Square) prior to the Civil War.  He was successful 

enough to build a fine home in 1854 at 15 Elm Street, 

currently known as the Spicer Mansion.  Isaac sold the 

home to Captain Elihu Spicer in 1865 following the 

heavy financial losses incurred by the Reliance Machine 

Co. (which produced cotton gins and related machinery) 

during the war.   
 

Mr. Kissler shared that after these losses, Charles, the 

youngest of the Randall children, left Mystic to live with 

his sister and brother-in-law, Adelia and Nathan Noyes, 

in Newton, MA.  In his late teens he took a job in St. 

Louis, MO as the “Western Sales Manager” of Nathan’s 

shoe business.  At some point between 1799—1880 he 

had made his way further west to the frontier town of 

Prescott, Arizona.  In an interesting turn of events, 

Charles ended up marrying the ex-wife of the former 

sheriff of Prescott.  This sheriff, Johnny Behan, was fa-

mous in his own right for his involvement with Wyatt 

Earp leading up to the shoot-out at the O.K. Corral in 

1881. 
 

150 years later the story has come full circle, as one way 

or another the Randall family papers have made their 

way back to Mystic.  Our original collection of Jed’s 

Civil War correspondence begins on September 14, 1862 

and ends abruptly on January 25, 1863 (with a letter to 

Isaac marked “strictly confidential”).  The new collection 

of correspondence, transcribed from Adelia Noyes’ jour-

nal by Mr. Kissler, continues from February 1 through 

May 27, 1863, and includes excerpts from a journal kept 

by Jed during his service.  The final letter in the series 

was written by Jed from the General Hospital in Baton 

Rouge, LA where he was being treated after being shot 

through the leg at the siege of Port Hudson.  In addition 

to Jed’s letters, the collection includes updates from the 

Baton Rouge hospital from a fellow Mystic soldier, Or-

ville Tift, as well as condolence letters to the Randall 

family written in the wake of Jed’s death. 

What’s “New” in our Collections? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 

Co. K, 26th Regiment of CT Volunteers, 1862.  Standing (l-r): 1st Lt. 
Simeon Fish, Capt. Jed Randall, Herbert Maxon.  Seated: William 
“Ladd” Latham and Orville Tift.  “Latham also died of wounds sus-
tained in battle at Port Hudson.  1990.008.0103, the Allyn Collection.   

http://www.mystichistory.org/Newsletter/MRHSPPSepOct2020.pdf


From Jed’s letters, May 20, 1863: 
 

“Marching orders at last. We have everything packed 

and off for a steamer to go up the river. So far from feel-

ing any more anxiety for us you must rejoice with us that 

at last we are we hope to bear our part in opening the 

Mississippi. We don’t know whether we are to go into 

fight at Port Hudson or not. We are ready and confident 

that if they will but give us an opportunity we can do 

well. The Regt. is in good health, the boys hopeful and 

cheerful.  
 

At present, we are all sitting upon our baggage, the tents 

are packed and have gone to a steamer, we are waiting 

for the Colonel to order “fall in” when off we shall go. 

We may go into camp at Baton Rouge or we may go far-

ther and have a share in the impending attack on Port 

Hudson. Heaven grant that we may! I have hope in the 

future. We shall soon be home. You will see I write in 

haste.” 
 

Adelia’s journals are not simply repositories for her fam-

ily’s correspondence; they are interesting in their own 

right.  The 1880-1881 journal entries flit between her 

daily life in Newtown, MA, and visits to or news from 

Mystic.  Local members of the Fish, Eldredge, Randall 

and Noyes families are featured heavily, and major local 

events from that time, such as the collision of the STON-

INGTON and NARRAGANSETT steamships, are duti-

fully recorded.  These materials are currently available to 

researchers at the Downes Building, and we look forward 

to accepting additional transcriptions from the Kisslers in 

the future.   
 

A History of the Mystic Oral School 

Our final accession of 2020 was a thesis paper, “A Histo-

ry of the Mystic Oral School,” prepared for the Speech 

and Hearing Department of Southern Connecticut State 

College in June 1968.  While we’ve collected numerous 

photographs and papers relating to the Mystic Oral 

School over the years, this thesis is the most comprehen-

sive history of the school in our collection.  This 51 page 

paper covers the factors that motivated the Whipple fam-

ily to invest in education for the deaf, Jonathan Whip-

ple’s creation of the “Whipple Natural Alphabet,” the 

founding of the Whipple Home School by Zerah Whip-

ple in 1869, the school’s move to Mystic in 1874, and 

it’s development through 1967.   
 

Logbook of the Mystic Drawbridge, 1922 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In late February we received the log book of the Mystic 

Drawbridge with entries from January 1—December 31, 

1922 from Jane Desrosiers.  The log records every open-

ing of the bridge along with the time, tide, winds and 

name of the vessel passing through.  Many local vessels 

make frequent appearances, including the Helen and 

Constance, which were most likely the fishing vessels 

owned by the Clarke family and referenced in Helen 

May Clarke’s childhood diaries.  The drawbridge opera-

tor is not explicitly named, but several entries are signed 

either “Anderson” or “J.J. Decker.” 
The Whipple School for the Deaf, later known as the Mystic Oral 
School, in the early 1900s.  1995.005.0074, the Goodman Collection. 



 

Mystic: Then and Now 
Corner of West Main Street and Gravel Street, 1948-2021 

Then:  26 West Main Street, at the corner of Gravel Street and W. Main Street, was home to Bliven’s Luncheonette 

and Soda Shop.  Matchbooks from the shop at that time also advertise candy and cigars.  Gaskell’s Rexall Drugstore 

is visible to right, and Junior Town Shop is seen in a much smaller Central Hall Block.  This photograph, taken ca. 

1948, is part of the Jesse Stinson Collection, 1990.001.0042.   
 

Now:  This stretch of West Main Street is home to the boutique shop Adore and Italian restaurant Via Emilia.  The 

North Swell Surf Shop is visible in the new Central Hall Block, completed in 2019. 
 

Catching Up with the History Book Club 
The Mystic-Noank Library will continue hosting meetings of the History Book Club by Zoom, but have resched-

uled to the second Monday of each month at 7pm.  If you are interested in joining or have any questions, please 

contact Dana Semeraro at dssemeraro@gmail.com.  
 

May 10: The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth of Modern Geology, by Simon Winchester, 

2001 (1st half) 

June 14:  The Map that Changed the World (2nd half) 

July 12:  The Lodger Shakespeare: His Life on Silver Street, by Charles Nicholl, 2008 

August 9:  The State of Jones:  The Small Southern County that Seceded from the Confederacy, by Sally Jenkins 

and John Stauffer, 2009 (1st half) 

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 

to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Margaret Austin • Treasurer - Lou Allyn • Corresponding Secretary - 
Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Cara Lopilato  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-

December, January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

http://www.mystichistory.org/


February 2020 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society con-
tinue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.    
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin, Marilyn 
Comrie, Cara Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, and Stephanie Thorp.  
Guest attendee: Lynn Schroder 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President Menno. 
  
President (S. Menno):  Lynn Schroder, a new member, present to 
sit in on the meeting.  She recently inquired about volunteering in 
the archives, but had schedule conflicts.  She may be interested in 
being on the board.  She lives local and has ancestral ties to Mystic.  
She has a master’s degree in library science and has a long-term 
interest in Mystic history.  •   A motion was made, seconded, and 
passed to accept the minutes of the 11 January 2021 meeting.   •   
Looking to create a new ad for the Greater Mystic Chamber Com-
munity Guide.  The new ad should summarize who we are and our 
office house.  It was recommended that it should also make mention 
of our archives, archival research, and membership which is our 
main source of income besides donations.   •   Recently replaced 
ceiling lights in Downes Building.   •   Late January, an email had 
gone out to membership sharing an article published in The Con-
necticut Magazine of August 1899 that MRHS our Collections 
Manager Elizabeth Boucher came across.  The article is entitled 
“Mystic” and was written by William Allen Wilbur sharing a fairly 
thorough history and description of Mystic as well as some interest-
ing photographs.   •   As for the topic of expiring board member 
terms, there is a great need to add new board members.   •   We re-
ceived a large donation from an anonymous donor last month.  
Looking for suggestions from the board about how to spend it 
where MRHS needs it most.  It was suggested that a portion should 
be used to replenish any archival storage material necessary and to 
confer with Elizabeth on that thought.  •  Another video 
walkthrough is being planned. Last time was a tour of Portersville 
Academy. This time it will be a walkthrough of the Downes Build-
ing. This will give our members an inside look of what we have to 
offer.  
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  As of February 8, cash in the bank 
is $35,566.42.  A total of $700 was received from the Akeley Trust 
for their storage payment for both 2020 and 2021.   •   Membership 
dues of $7,850 is significantly ahead of last year at this time at 
$5,325.   •   The profit/loss and balance reports, which cover 
through February 8, were presented to the board.   •   Member Kath-
leen O’Brien made a donation to MRHS after hearing about the 
donation we gave to the Baptist Church.   •   A motion was made, 
seconded, and passed to approve the treasurer reports.   
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  30 Thank You letters were 
sent out since the last board meeting on January 11.    
 
Letters sent to those who paid their individual or family member-
ship dues with an additional donation to MRHS:  Mrs. Charles Al-
faro, The Seehaus Family, Terry Ziegler, Debi Ziegler, Lavina Kep-
ple, Susan Philips, Norma Aronson (donation in memory of Dr. 
Roger and Mildred Fowler), Siobhan Gordon (donation in memory 
of ‘Our Forebears’), and Marcus Mason Maronn (donation in 
memory of Peter Mason). 
 
Letters sent to those who paid their membership dues at the Con-
tributing level:  Lois Glazier (additional donation in memory of 
William Glazier) and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Marco (additional dona-
tion in memory of Dorrie Hanna) 
 
Letters sent to those who paid membership dues at the Benefactor 

level:  Honorable and Mrs. Robert Leuba, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Durrschmidt, Joan Butler, Mrs. John Lee, Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Semeraro, Attorney and Mrs. Peter Stuart, Mr. and Mrs. Tod 
Schaefer, Mr. and Mrs. Franklin Davis (additional donation as 
Newsletter Patron), Mr. Craig Haines (additional donation as News-
letter Patron), and Densmore Oil Company (additional gift). 
 
Letter sent to Mrs. Theodore Tylaska who paid membership dues at 
Sustaining level and an additional donation. 
 
Letters sent to those who previously paid membership dues at the 
Life member level as well as an additional donation:  Ms. Judi 
Caracausa, Mrs. Joseph Imdahl (donation in memory of Joseph Im-
dahl), Mrs. Brendan O’Donnell, Mr. and Mrs Barry Thorp, Tom 
and Nancy McLoughlin (additional donation as Newsletter Patron), 
Mrs. Frank O’Bierne (donation in gratitude toward MRHS’s gift to 
the church). 
 
Letter sent to Jim and Pam Allyn who made a donation in honor of 
parents Lou and Cindy Allyn.   •   Mr. Doug Hanna was sent a noti-
fication of the donation made in memory of his wife and previous 
MRHS Collections Manager Dorrie Hanna. 
 
CURATORIAL (L. Allyn and S. Menno for E. Boucher):  Alex-
ander (Alexei) Cree started work as a Curatorial Assistant. An email 
went out to membership welcoming him to his new position at 
MRHS.   •   Elizabeth is uploading the current PastPerfect files for 
one final review before switching over to the Web Edition. 
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  The system administrator 
performed the monthly data backups on February 5 on the comput-
ers. The new laptop was not available on that occasion. The data 
files from PastPerfect, Virtual Exhibit, Newsletter files, System 
Desktop files, working folders and images were backed up for 
offsite safe-keeping. The computers were each checked for updates 
to the operating system and the security systems for applications 
and machine settings.  Updates were installed on both of the com-
puters.  The computers were checked for proper networking and 
connections to the printer.  All equipment appeared to be in good 
working condition and functioning properly.  The old laptop com-
puter, used mainly for support of presentations at the monthly meet-
ings, was not backed up or updated to save time. 
 
Membership (C. Allyn):  Member Doris Lamb passed away.  •    
New members Dave and Marcia Erskine, Bob Suppicich, and Tricia 
Johnson.   •   Steve is interested in seeing a statistical analysis of our 
membership community. Specifically, what states our members are 
from.  It seems that there are a lot of members who don’t live in 
Connecticut. 
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  Meeting 
via Zoom February 10 to discuss ‘The Name of War: King Philip’s 
War and the Origins of American Identity,’ by Jill Lepore.  Next 
meeting via Zoom will be March 10 ‘A Woman of No Importance: 
The Untold Story of the American Spy Who Helped Win World 
War II,’ by Sonia Purnell.   
 
Newsletter (S. Menno):  Newsletter went out January 1.  Elizabeth 
announced to the board that the deadline for the next newsletter is 
February 19. 
 
Programs (S. Menno for M. Austin):  An email was sent out to 
membership announcing the Spring program schedule.   •   Gail 
MacDonald, author of “Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington,” 
will have a zoom lecture March 24 at 7:30pm via Zoom.  Steven 
Slosberg will be talking to us about “Stonington Cemetery’s Poets 
Corner: A Stroll Along This Storied Lane” May 22 at 1pm outdoors 
at Stonington Cemetery.  Both Gail and Steve had scheduled talks 
last Spring, but were canceled due to COVID-19.    
 



February 2020 Meeting Minutes (cont.)  
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No report. 
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Recently came across an im-
age from the Newbury Collection and posted it to social media.  It 
was a snowy image on a Mystic street, but the location is unknown.  
Asked if anyone had a guess of its location.  Did not receive a re-
sponse.  By sharing images like this on social media and other plat-
forms, we can use the public as a resource to help identify unknown 
locations and people that come up in our collection. 
 
NEXT MEETING — 15 March 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cara Lopilato,  
Recording Secretary 
 

March 2020 Meeting Minutes - - -  
The Board of Trustees of the Mystic River Historical Society con-
tinue to meet virtually following the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
agenda for the meeting was discussed via Zoom.    
 
Attendees were: Cindy Allyn, Lou Allyn, Marilyn Comrie, Cara 
Lopilato, Stephen Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey Pyrke
-Fairchild, and Stephanie Thorp.  
Guest attendee: Lynn Schroder 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President Menno. 
  
President (S. Menno):  A motion was made, seconded, and passed 
to accept the minutes of the 8 February 2021 meeting.   •   Greater 
Mystic Chamber Community Guide distribution has been delayed.  
Submitting our advertisement for the next distribution has been put 
on hold.   •   Looking into potential board members. Jim Streeter, 
Groton town historian and MRHS member, has been in contact with 
Steve and will talk to him further when he is back from Vermont.  
Suggested by Elizabeth, member Dave Cruthers.  His resume makes 
him a good contender, but he is unavailable for the next few 
months.  Suggested by Marilyn, Dave Erskine, would be a good 
source for programs.  He is a member of the Stonington Historical 
Society and joined us a few months ago.   •   We will be in need of 
six new board members to date.  Cara Lopilato will be moving on 
from recording secretary. Cindy Allyn is reaching the end of her 
term as membership committee. Margaret Austin’s term as vice 
president is expiring.   •   Someone pointed out to Elizabeth that one 
of our pamphlets “Curbstone, Clapboards, and Cupulas” was miss-
ing a page on our website.  Alexei fixed and now the full pamphlet 
is available to download.   •   Gathering suggestions on how to 
spend the generous donation we received in the beginning of the 
year.  Suggestions include adding an additional day or extra hours 
to the Downes Building or paving the driveway. Estimates and 
quotes to be collected to help come to a conclusion.   •   It was dis-
cussed whether or not to go back to in-person meetings. It was de-
cided that until we are all vaccinated, we will continue meetings via 
Zoom.  
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  As of March 15, cash in the Bank 
is $11,570.71.  $550 in gifts was received from the Mystic Garden 
Club.  Membership Dues of $8,900 are the same as last year to 
date.   •   The profit/loss and balance reports, which covers the year 
to date, were presented to the board.   •   Report approval postponed 
until a follow up report is presented to Steve. 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Below is a list of 8 Thank 
You letters that were sent since our last meeting on February 8, 
2021: 
 

 
February: Laura Beach and Joshua Kalkstein - membership dues at 
the Benefactor Level and Newsletter Patron; Mrs. James Hicks - 
membership dues at the Individual Level and Newsletter Patron; 
Mr. and Mrs. William Stamm (life members) - an extra cash dona-
tion; Muriel Hinkle (life member) - Newsletter Patron and an extra 
cash donation. 
 
March: Dr. and Mrs. Sultan Ahamed - membership dues at the Ben-
efactor Level; David Evans (life member) - Newsletter Patron and 
an extra cash donation; Brian Lombard - membership dues at the 
Individual Level and Newsletter Patron; Mrs. Royal Werner - mem-
bership dues at the Benefactor Level. 
 
Curatorial (L. Allyn and S. Menno for E. Boucher):  A telecon-
ference is scheduled on March 25 for a final review before switch-
ing over to PastPerfect Web Edition.   •   Back in June, we received 
a letter from a distant relative of Edith Fish who owns a collection 
of her distant ancestor’s diaries and other documents.  She will be 
bringing by the collection next week and will donate it to MRHS. 
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  The system administrator 
performed the monthly data backups on March 14 on the comput-
ers. The new laptop was not available on that occasion. The data 
files from PastPerfect, Virtual Exhibit, Newsletter files, System 
Desktop files, working folders and images were backed up for 
offsite safe keeping. The computers were each checked for updates 
to the operating system and the security systems for applications 
and machine settings.  Updates were installed on both of the com-
puters.  The computers were checked for proper networking and 
connections to the printer.  All equipment appeared to be in good 
working condition and functioning properly.  The old laptop com-
puter, used mainly for support of presentations at the monthly meet-
ings, was not backed up or updated to save time.   •   On the subject 
of moving PastPerfect to the cloud, it was discussed that though it is 
backed up in the cloud, there is still a need to back up our collection 
offsite especially if it’s digital archival material. 
 
Membership (C. Allyn):  Two new members - Mary Hendrickson 
and Martin Marchese. 
 
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno):  Meeting 
via Zoom March 10 discussed ‘A Woman of No Importance: The 
Untold Story of the American Spy Who Helped Win World War II’ 
by Sonia Purnell.  Next meeting via Zoom will be April 12 to dis-
cuss ‘Bunker Hill: A City, A Siege, A Revolution’ by Nathaniel 
Philbrick. 
 
Newsletter (S. Menno):  Newsletter March/April went out issue on 
March 1.   
 
Programs (S. Menno):  A practice run was done for the Gail Mac-
Donald “Hidden History of Mystic and Stonington” talk via Zoom 
scheduled for March 24. So far 45 people are registered.  Recently 
sent out a reminder and received additional registrations.  There is a 
limit of 100 slots.   
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Gail MacDonald’s event has 
been posted to Facebook.  Followers can click the link to register.  
 
Lower Mystic Cemetery (L. Allyn):  No report. 
 
NEXT MEETING — 19 April 2021 at 7:00pm via Zoom. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Cara Lopilato,  
Recording Secretary 



Events Calendar 
 

7pm Monday, May 10, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership via Zoom 
The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth 

of Modern Geology (1st half) 
By Simon Winchester 

 

1:00pm Saturday, May 22, 2021 
“Stonington Cemetery’s Poet’s Corner: A Walk Along this 

Storied Lane”  
Presented by Steven Slosberg at the Stonington Cemetery.  

 

7pm Monday, June 14, 2021 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership via Zoom 
The Map that Changed the World: William Smith and the Birth 

of Modern Geology (2nd half) 
By Simon Winchester 

 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events. 

Newsletter/Print Patrons 
 
 

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN  
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN 

 DANIEL & JANE BRANNEGAN  
ANN & RUSS BURGESS 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS  
MR & MRS. FRED DEICHMANN  

KATE DIMANCESCU  
HERMINE DUDDA  

DAVID EVANS  
MR. CRAIG HAINES  
MR. DOUG HANNA  

MURIEL HINKLE 
JUDY HICKS   
ELAINE LEE 

BRIAN LOMBARD 
NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN  

MRS. ROGER PANCIERA  
MR. & MRS. JOHN PARRY  

JULIANA RATLIFF 

Membership Updates 
 

 

 

We are pleased to welcome new members Mary Hendrickson and Jane Wilkins. 
 

-Cindy Allyn, Membership 
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