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  Downtown Mystic Businesses: 1922-1960 
Presented by Stephen Davey Glazier 

Join us Wednesday, October, 26, 7:30 p.m. at the Mys-
tic Congregational Church 

 
On October 26, 2022, Stephen Glazier will present 

“Downtown Mystic Businesses: 1922 to 1960” at 7:30pm 

in the parish hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.  

His presentation compares membership listings of the 

Mystic Chamber of Commerce in 1922 (the year the Mys-

tic River Bascule Bridge opened) with Chamber member-

ship in 1960.  There is a high degree of continuity be-

tween 1922 and 1960.  Many businesses were owned and 

operated by the same families over time, and many of 

these businesses remained in the same locations. Some 

merchants changed their focus (from groceries to automo-

biles; insurance to liquor; agricultural implements to la-

dy’s fashion). 
 

The presentation will also highlight differences between 

“Summer Mystic” (which was a busy tourist-based econ-

omy) and Winter Mystic (when Mystic became a small 

factory town). 
 

Stephen Davey Glazier was born and raised in Mystic. 

For over thirty years, his family operated Davey’s news-

stand (newspapers, sundries, and ice cream) out of a 

building situated on pilings over the Mystic River (near 

the current S&P Oyster). Davey’s store closed following 

the 1960 fire. Glazier is an Anthropologist and a Theolo-

gian.  He earned a Ph. D. in Anthropology from the Uni-

versity of Connecticut and theological degrees from 

Princeton Theological Seminary and Yale. He returned to 

Connecticut after serving 27 years as Professor of Anthro-

pology at the University of Nebraska, and he is currently 

a Senior Analysis at the Human Relations Area Files 

(HRAF) at Yale. 
 

Refreshments will be available at 7pm, with the program 

starting at 7:30pm.  The program is open to the public.  

The program is free for all Mystic River Historical Socie-

ty members, with a suggested donation of $5 for non-

members. 
 

2022-2023 Speaker Program 
 

MRHS is pleased to announce our speaker program for 

this coming year. Of special note, 2023 is the 50th anni-

versary of the founding of MRHS.  As such, we have cho-

sen speakers for 2023 who will discuss several historic 

events related to Mystic.  While we have not yet formal-

ized our speakers for the fall of 2023, we plan to have 

panel discussions of Mystic’s evolution as a tourist desti-

nation and also what living in Mystic was like decades 

ago.  We look forward to seeing you at these talks!   

 

All talks are on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm in the 

parish hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.  Re-

freshments are available at 7:00 pm.  These talks are open 

to the public and free for all members of MRHS, with a 

suggested donation of $5 for non-members. 
 

Oct 26, 2022 - Downtown Mystic Businesses 1922 to 

1960, by Stephen Davey Glazier 
 

Dec 7, 2022 - A Video Celebration of Mystic and Its 100 

Year-Old Bridge, by Alec Asten 
 

Feb 22, 2023 - Battlefields of the Pequot War, by Kevin 

McBride 
 

Mar 22, 2023 - Mystic Built: Shipbuilding on the Mystic 

River, by Bill Peterson 
 

Apr 26, 2023 - Rum Runners of the Prohibition Era, by 

Bailey Pryor 
 

May 24, 2023 - The Great New England Hurricane of 

1938, by Lou Allyn 

East Main Street, Mystic, 1949.  Photo by Josephine Dickinson.    



A Great Year 
 

2022 has been the most active year the Mystic River 

Historical Society has had in more than a decade and we 

should be very proud of our accomplishments. 
 

First, the society played a major role in preventing the 

demolition of the historic house at 17 Gravel St., known 

as Downing Cottage. Working with Preservation Con-

necticut, we helped gather more than 3,000 signatures in 

a petition that was one of the factors influencing the 

owners’ decision not to tear down the house. Gravel 

Street and its historic houses are an important part of 

downtown Mystic, and the society is proud to have been 

part of this effort. 
 

Second, the historical society is one of the sponsors of 

this year’s Mystic River Bascule Bridge centennial and 

we have been part of all the activities associated with the 

celebration. President Steve Menno and Vice President 

Marilyn Comrie have served on the Bascule Bridge Cen-

tennial Committee, working with the Greater Mystic 

Chamber of Commerce and downtown businesses. 
 

Thanks to the hard work 

of Marilyn and curatorial 

manager Elizabeth Bou-

cher, we are hosting an 

extensive display through 

Oct. 31 about the various 

Mystic bridges at the 

Groton Public Library. 

We developed a souvenir 

booklet about the bridge 

for sale by the Greater 

Mystic Chamber of Com-

merce, helped to populate the Chamber’s Visitor Center 

on the bridge, and Marilyn and Elizabeth are now com-

piling a 104-page coffee table book about the bridge 

which we hope to have available for Christmas sales. 

The two women also put together many stories and in-

terviews with people associated with the bridge for last 

year’s newsletter and Groton Town Historian Jim Street-

er gave a talk about the history of the bridges for our 

April program.  
 

In addition, the historical society received a $10,000 

grant from the Eastern Connecticut Tourism District to 

pay for a collaborative project with Firesite Films of No-

ank to produce videos about the history of the bridge. A 

number of the videos, which feature interviews with so-

ciety members Judy Hicks, Marilyn Comrie and Jim 

Streeter among others, are being shown on a continual 

loop at the Bridge Visitors Center downtown. Alec As-

ten, who runs Firesite Films, will show the completed 

videos at our December program.  
 

Through these activities and several newspaper articles, 

the society achieved greater visibility to the community, 

further helping to accomplish its mission of collecting 

and sharing the history of the Mystic area. 
 

We also got back to “normal” with a full slate of public 

lectures after a hiatus due to Covid-19. And we plan to 

continue that effort as we move into 2023, our 50th anni-

versary year. 
 

For the anniversary, we are in the planning stages for 

various activities.  This year our newsletters will call 

attention to our history by mining our archives and pre-

senting various articles which appeared during our past 

50 years.  Stay tuned! 
 

We currently have 10 members on our board of trus-

tees.  Our bylaws stipulate 12 members, so we are look-

ing for anyone within our membership ranks who would 

like to be a board member. No experience necessary oth-

er than a desire to help! 
 

Also, for those members with a family membership or 

higher – if you would like us to add a second email to 

your account, please contact membership chair John 

Parry at info@mystichistory.org or call 860-536-4779.  

Bascule Bridge Visitors Center on East Main Street 

mailto:info@mystichistory.org


Elm Grove Cemetery Tour 

On May 21, more than 40 people enjoyed a walking 

tour of Elm Grove Cemetery led by historical society 

vice president Marilyn Comrie. 
 

Elm Grove opened in 1853 and was part of the Victori-

an rural cemetery movement. Cities and towns across 

America created burial grounds resembling parks, 

away from the populated areas of their communities. 

Prominent businessmen of 19th-century Mystic helped 

establish the cemetery and their descendants still sup-

port it today. 
 

The 90-minute tour featured a walk through the oldest 

part of the cemetery, which was designed in the shape 

of an elm tree by Providence, R.I.-based landscaper 

Niles B. Schubarth. Participants learned about many of 

the men who established the cemetery, including Cot-

trell Lumber Co. founder Joseph Cottrell, shipbuilder 

Charles Mallory, whose family gave the granite arch at 

the cemetery’s entrance; shipbuilders Thomas, Charles 

and Clark Greenman, whose family gave the beautiful 

mortuary chapel and Capt. Elihu Spicer, who built the 

Mystic & Noank Library as a gift to the people of the 

two villages. 
 

Significant women from Mystic were also included in 

the tour, including Abby Stanton Williams, who 

drowned in Lake Erie in 1841 in a steamboat accident; 

Esther Copp Smith, whose family built one of only 

three mausoleums in Elm Grove, and, of course, the 

historical society’s beloved Helen Clarke, whose diary 

about Mystic from 1915-1926, was published in 1998. 
 

As participants strolled through the avenues of the 

cemetery, they enjoyed the variety of horticulture on 

display, a hallmark of any garden cemetery. Elm 

Grove has had some dedicated superintendents through 

the years, including Henry Schroeder, who served 

from 1867-1923, and Bob Burnett, superintendent 

from 1943-1993.  
 

A walk through Elm Grove is a walk through Mystic 

history. The historical society hopes to offer this walk-

ing tour annually.  
 
 

Portersville Academy Open House 2022 
 

As part of Connecticut Open House Day, the Mystic 

River Historical Society held an open house at the Por-

tersville Academy from 1pm to 4pm on June 11.  To 

help celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Mystic Riv-

er bascule bridge, there was an extensive display of 

vintage photographs depicting the various bridges that 

have crossed the Mystic River, as well as their stories. 

The display was created by curatorial manager Eliza-

beth Boucher, who along with MRHS vice president 

Marilyn Comrie, produced the even more extensive 

exhibit at the Groton Public Library on the Mystic 

bridges.  (The Groton Library exhibit runs through Oc-

tober.)  The open house also included displays of items 

from past schoolhouse days, antique tools, and various 

vintage household items, as well as photographic dis-

plays of the Academy and the Mystic Liberty Pole.  

Approximately 30 people attended the open house.   



Then:  The lobby of the Mystic River National Bank, 

photographed by Charles Darling, 1933.     

Mystic Then and Now:  54 West Main Street, 1933-2022 

Now:  The interior of the Bank and Bridge Brewery in 

Downtown Mystic, 2022. 

LECTURE AND EXHIBIT:  The Mystic River His-

torical Society and the Mystic Museum of Art are col-

laborating on a special event at 5:30 p.m. Oct. 11 at the 

art museum at 9 Water Street. 
 

Historical Society Vice President Marilyn Comrie will 

present a 30-minute talk on “The Important of the Mys-

tic Drawbridge to Downtown Mystic.” The lecture is 

part of the art museum’s fall exhibition titled “A Centu-

ry of the Mystic River and the Bascule Bridge.” 
 

Come and hear the lecture and view the art in a variety 

of media depicting the bridge and the Mystic River. 

Among the artists whose work will be displayed are H. 

Lee Hirsche and Y.E. Soderberg. 
 

The event is part of this year’s 100th anniversary cele-

bration of the Mystic drawbridge. The historical society 

and the art museum are both sponsors of the celebra-

tion. 
 

Copies of the souvenir booklet “Centennial Celebration 

of the Mystic River Bascule Bridge” will be for sale and 

authors Marilyn Comrie and Elizabeth Boucher will be 

available to sign copies. Order forms for the coffee ta-

ble book “Walk Your Horses: The Story of the Mystic 

River Bridge” will also be available. 
 

Please join us. The event is free to historical society and 

art museum members. There is a $10 fee for nonmem-

bers. 

SAVE THE DATE: OCT. 15:  The grand finale of this 

year’s 100th anniversary of the Mystic Bascule Bridge 

will on Oct. 15.  There will be events along Cottrell 

Street during the day, special speeches and presenta-

tions in the Mystic River Park at 2 p.m. and fireworks 

on the river after dark.   
 

Join in the fun as Mystic celebrates its drawbridge on 

this milestone birthday. 
 

HISTORY BOOK:  To cap off the 100th anniversary 

celebration of the Mystic drawbridge, the centennial 

committee is producing a 104-page coffee table book 

titled “Walk Your Horses – The History of the Mystic 

River Bridge.” 
 

The book was compiled and written by historical socie-

ty members Elizabeth Boucher and Marilyn Comrie and 

contains dozens of photos from the society’s archive. It 

tells the history of the bridge and its importance to the 

development of the village we know today. The histori-

cal society is proud to have been a sponsor of the bridge 

centennial celebration and we are especially proud to be 

able to share this important history with the public 

through this book. 
 

The book is $45 and would be perfect for holiday gift 

giving. We hope all our members will support this pro-

ject by purchasing a copy. The historical society will 

receive 50 percent of the profits from the sale of the 

books. 

Mystic River Drawbridge Centennial Activities 



Photographs make up about a third of our archival collec-

tions and are among our most valuable resources.  They 

can be works of art as much as they are historic records, 

and they are able to convey information in ways that writ-

ten records often fail to.  This year we have been fortunate 

to receive two major donations of photographs.   

The first donation, from Vilma Gregoropoulos, is a col-

lection of early 20th century photographs of Mystic and 

Old Mystic.  The collection includes exquisite landscapes 

and portraits of the Mystic Hook and Ladder Co. by 

"Scholfield & Tingley" studios and George Tingley, as 

well as the personal photographs of Elizabeth Stowe 

Knox.   

Knox was born in Pennsylvania in 1905, and moved to 

Mystic with her family (father Percy Stowe, mother Alice 

Clyde Stowe and younger sister Eloise Stowe) in the early 

1910s.  She lived on River Road and later at the corner of 

Pearl and Starr Street, and graduated from Stonington 

High School in 1923.  Her family albums contain scenes 

of Mystic and Old Mystic from 1914 to the early 1920s, 

including the photographs of the Gilbert Block Fire, the 

old trolley bridge, a WWI home guard parade down West 

Main Street, and campers at Camp Mystic.   

 

 

The second donation, from Wil Langdon, is a collection 

of over 100 digital photographs of Mystic in the 21st cen-

tury.  Langdon’s photographs capture some of the most 

significant happenings in Mystic this century, including 

tall ships on the Mystic River for OpSail2000, major ren-

ovations to the Mystic River Bascule Bridge in 2011-2013 

and severe flooding from Hurricane Sandy in 2012.  They 

also include scenes of daily life along Gravel Street, at the 

Mystic Seaport, on the Mystic River and in downtown.  

This collection is a reminder that the present is a moment 

in history as well, and we have the ability to document 

and preserve it as it’s unfolding.  You can see these pho-

tographs and more in our online catalog: https://

mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/        ...continued  page 7 

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River to the present day.  

~ ~ ~  
Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Marilyn Comrie • Treasurer - Stephen Menno • Corresponding Secretary 

- Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  
~ ~ ~  

The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-December, 
January-February, March-April and May-June 

~ ~ ~  
Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   

~ ~ ~ 
P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

Campers perform the “Dance of the Hours” at Camp Mystic, c. 1918 

What's New in Our Collection? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 

Above:  Campers at 
Camp Mystic are out 
for  swimming les-
sons in the Mystic 
River, c. 1918. 
 
Left:  Renowned 
artist and founder of 
the Mystic Art Asso-
ciation, Charles H. 
Davis, painting in 
Mystic, 1914.   

https://mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/
https://mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/
http://www.mystichistory.org/


April 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library April 18, 
2022.  Attendees: Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin, Elizabeth Boucher, 
Grace Cleere, Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry, Nancy Pot-
ter, Lynn Schroder, Stephanie Thorp (via Zoom). 
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 21 March 
2022 trustees’ meeting notes. It was noted that the annual meeting will 
be held prior to J. Streeter’s April 27 talk on the history of Mystic 
River’s bridges. The availability of the president’s annual report as 
well as the election/reelection of five board members will be ad-
dressed. President Menno also solicited help with the April 27 meet-
ing including sales of the MRHS puzzle. A new HVAC system was 
installed in the Downes building in late March. The transition of the 
MRHS website to WordPress will be completed by May 1. An open 
house of the Portersville Academy will be held on June 11 with a fo-
cus on the history of the Mystic River bridge. MRHS publications will 
be available for purchase. S. Menno will also send membership a link 
to the Gravel Street demolition petition.  
 
New Business (various):  S. Menno highlighted the necessity of con-
stituting a MRHS 50th Anniversary Committee speedily with a goal to 
have recommendations for events and activities by this fall. It was 
suggested that recommendations be developed earlier as more lead 
time would likely be required. S. Menno will send a note to the full 
membership soliciting participation in both the 50th  Anniversary and 
Newsletter Committees. A key task for the latter group will be repur-
posing content from past newsletters that support the 50th celebration. 
M. Comrie noted that the Long-Range Planning as well as Buildings 
and Grounds committees also need to be revived.  •  M. Comrie updat-
ed the board on Mystic bridge centennial activities. Key updates in-
cluded a May 1 publication date and 10,000 press run for the souvenir 
booklet. The booklet and other MRHS and Greater Mystic Chamber 
of Commerce (GMCC) materials will be temporarily housed in a dedi-
cated welcome center location adjacent to the river (former Mystical 
Toys now owned by and generously donated by The Whaler’s Inn). It 
was recommended that all proceeds from the booklet and coffee table 
book be submitted for matching gift funds and used exclusively for 
capital improvements and building upgrades.   
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $11,265 
which includes $5,000 of the CT Cultural Fund Operating Support 
Grant which will be disbursed to Firesite Films. The new HVAC sys-
tem costs totaled $16,834. Copies of a 2016 strategy consultant’s 
SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats) analysis of 
MRHS were distributed. A motion was approved to accept the April 
treasurer’s report.  
 
Programs (S. Menno):  Matt Novosad’s March program was record-
ed for broadcast on  CT’s Public Access Channel 12 as well as 
youtube.com. M. Comrie’s May 21 Elm Grove Cemetery history walk 
will have a ceiling of 40 attendees. A spring of 2023 date may be add-
ed if demand exists. GMCC needs volunteers to staff the welcome 
center for four-hour shifts (10-2, 2-6) throughout the season. 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Seven thank you notes were 
sent since our March meeting: six additional, unrestricted cash dona-
tions and one donation in support of the Akeley collection. 
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Business as usual/no updates.  
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On April 1, 2022, the IT Sys-
tem Administrator performed the equipment updates and file backups. 
MRHS1 and MRHS2 computers were updated with the latest Dell and 
Microsoft security updates. The updates for the MRHS3 laptop com-
puter were conducted by the Curatorial Manager. All computers are 
performing properly and connections to the network are functioning as 
expected. The Catalog Backups for Past Perfect Web Edition were 
downloaded and stored offsite. The folder of new images being trans-

 

Gravel Street homes reflected in the Mystic River, 
 photographed by Wil Langdon 

Dennis Buroughs (left) and James Patterson aboard the 
AMISTAD.  Burroughs was a member of the inaugural crew 
of the AMISTAD and advocated for its return to CT.  James 
Patterson was recruited to design the Freedom Schooner 
AMISTAD’s galley, assisted in commissioning the vessel, 
and served as their first executive chef. 

AMISTAD and HMS ROSE, May 2012 



ferred to Past Perfect for inclusion into the Web Edition database were 
backed up. The working files for the Curator were copied and stored 
off site for security.   
  
Membership ( J. Parry):  Since the March meeting, we added one 
new individual member and 14 memberships have renewed bringing 
our year-to-date total to 143.  Sadly, we also learned of the loss of two 
members: Brendan P. O'Donnell and  Betsy Van Winkle.  
                                              
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The content deadline for the upcoming 
edition (May/June) of the Portersville Press is April 22.  The issue will 
be released May 1.  
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  MRHS’ Facebook cover page 
was updated with a vintage post card image of the Mystic River 
bridge. Posts were made in support of the Novosad and Streeter talks 
as well as the Gravel Street demolition petition.   
 
Next Meeting — 16 May at the Mystic and Noank Library  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

May 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library of May 
16, 2022.  Attendees:  Lou Allyn, Margaret Austin, Elizabeth Boucher, 
Grace Cleere, Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry, Nancy Pot-
ter, Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder.   
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 18 April 
2022 trustees’ meeting notes. It was noted that the Elm Grove Ceme-
tery walking tour created and to be led by M. Comrie is fully booked. 
Copies of An Account of My Life (Helen May Clarke journal) will be 
offered for sale at the event. MRHS will be participating in Connecti-
cut Open House Day on June 11. Portersville Academy will be open 
from 1 – 4 p.m. and content related to the Mystic River Drawbridge 
Centennial will be highlighted. S. Menno plans to notify the Westerly 
Historical Society of MRHS’ intent to participate in their Regional 
History Fair scheduled for September 14. The transition of the MRHS 
website to WordPress is in process.  A new order for the bridge cen-
tennial puzzles has been placed. Future puzzles will likely feature dif-
ferent content.  S. Menno noted two ballot entries for June’s officers 
election: M. Comrie for Vice President and S. Menno for Treasurer.   
 
New Business (various):  S. Menno announced that the MRHS 50th 
Anniversary Committee will be chaired by G. Cleere with participa-
tion by M. Austin and others to be named. L. Schroder volunteered to 
chair the Newsletter Committee. S. Menno will send a note to the full 
membership soliciting participation in both the 50th  Anniversary and 
Newsletter Committees.  •  M. Comrie updated the board on Mystic 
bridge centennial activities. She shared a mock-up of the souvenir 
booklet which is on schedule for a May 27 publication date. She noted 
the need to send a letter to the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce 
(GMCC) which documents our current understanding of agreements 
related to the various activities in which MRHS is participating.   
 
Treasurer/Finance (L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank totals $19,758 
which includes $7,000 from the CT Cultural Fund Operating Support 
Grant which will be disbursed to Firesite Films. A motion passed to 
approve the April Treasurer’s report. L. Allyn noted that due to sched-
uling changes the church hall rental is fully paid for the year. He also 
noted that given recent stock market volatility our conservative invest-
ment position is advantageous. Finally, dues receipts are ahead of last 
year.  
 
Programs (S. Menno):  Jim Streeter’s Bridge talk was very well at-
tended. It was recorded and will be available on CT’s Public Access 
Channel 12 as well as youtube.com. In the future, there will be a sin-

gle location on the MRHS website for access to all recorded talks. M. 
Comrie noted that she was interviewed for the upcoming Firesite 
Films production that will be focused on the Mystic River Bridge. E. 
Boucher is supplying credited MRHS photographs for this same pro-
duction. 
 
Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Since our April meeting, two 
thank you notes were sent for cash donations included with member-
ship renewals. 
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Photographs were provided to the Lyman 
Allyn Art Museum for their Picturing Mystic exhibition. Denison Pe-
quotsepos Nature Center is developing a Mystic Walking tour and will 
be utilizing MRHS archival materials. E. Boucher will research and 
recommend a color printer for purchase. 
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On May 1, 2022, the IT Sys-
tem Administrator performed the equipment updates and file backups. 
MRHS1 and MRHS2 computers were updated with the latest Dell and 
Microsoft security updates. The updates for the MRHS3 laptop com-
puter were conducted by the Curatorial Manager. All computers are 
performing properly and connections to the network are functioning as 
expected. The Catalog Backups for Past Perfect Web Edition were 
downloaded and stored offsite. The folder of new images being trans-
ferred to Past Perfect for inclusion into the Web Edition database were 
backed up. The working files for the Curator were copied and stored 
off site for security.   
  
Membership ( J. Parry):  Since the April meeting, we added four 
new memberships: three Family and one Contributing. In the same 
period, we also received five membership renewals. Our newsletter/
print patronage stands at 17 which is consistent with 2021. Sadly, we 
also learned of the loss of one member: Charles S. Beebe.  L. Allyn 
complimented J. Parry for his management of the membership func-
tion. 
                                                   
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The next publication date for the Porters-
ville Press is September 1.  
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  MRHS’ Facebook page provid-
ed content to mirror all the “offline” events and activities.   
 

Next Meeting— 20 June at the Mystic and Noank Library  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 

 

Checking in with the History Book Club 
The History Book Club meets on the second Tuesday of 
the month at 7:00 on Zoom. All readers are welcome to 
join. Copies of the current selection are available at the 
front desk of the Mystic and Noank Library. Email Dana 
Semeraro to get the Zoom link dssemeraro@gmail.com.  
 

September 13—The Empire of Pain:  The Secret History 
of the Sackler Dynasty, (1st half) by Patrick Radden 
Keefe, 2021 
 

October 11—The Empire of Pain, (2nd half), by Patrick 
Radden Keefe 
 

November 15—The Splendid and the Vile:  A Saga of 
Churchill, Family and Defiance During the Blitz, (1st 
half), by Erik Larson, 2020 
 

December 13—The Splendid and the Vile, (2nd half), by 
Erik Larson                                        

mailto:dssemeraro@gmail.com


Events Calendar 
 

7pm Tuesday, September 13, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Empire of Pain:  The Secret History of the Sackler        

Dynasty, (1st half) by Patrick Radden Keefe 
 

7pm Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Empire of Pain, (2nd half) by Patrick Radden Keefe 

 

7pm Wednesday, October 26, 2022 
“Downtown Mystic Businesses: 1922-1960,”  

Presented by Stephen Davey Glazier, at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome 12 new members - Chris Bradley, Howard & Lorraine Veisz, Barbara Nagy & Mark 
Oefinger, John, Barbara, & Linda Kennedy, Mark & Rachael Bundesmann, Peter G. Drakos and Dr. Teresa McShane. 
Sadly, we learned of the loss of four members; Barbara Franciosi died on April 8, 2022, Charles Beebe on April 14, 
2022, Colburn Graves Jr., also on April 14, 2022, and James Good on June 11, 2022. 

 

-John Parry, Membership 

mailto:info@mystichistory.org

