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  A Video Celebration of Mystic and Its 100 
Year-Old Bridge 

Presented by Alec Asten of Firesite Films 

Join us Wednesday, December, 7, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mystic Congregational Church 

 
On December 7, 2022, Alec Asten of Firesite Films will 

present “A Video Celebration of Mystic and Its 100 Year

-Old Bridge” at 7:30pm in the parish hall of the Mystic 

Congregational Church. Refreshments will be available at 

7pm.  The program is open to the public.  The program is 

free for all Mystic River Historical Society (MRHS) 

members, with a suggested donation of $5 for non-

members. 

 

In February 2022, the MRHS received a matching grant 

from the CT Eastern Regional Tourism District to create 

a short video documenting the Mystic River Bascule 

Bridge, in recognition of its 100th anniversary.  Firesite 

Films partnered with MRHS, the Greater Mystic Cham-

ber of Commerce, and Bridge Marketing to create the 

video. Because of the wealth of information obtained dur-

ing the research for that video, Firesite Films decided to 

create twenty short videos. The first six videos - with a 

total run time of twelve minutes - are currently on display 

at the Chamber’s Visitors Center on the Stonington side 

of the bridge.  Firesite Films has been finishing its work 

on the remaining videos and will present all of the com-

pleted videos at this presentation. The videos not only 

contain historic information, but also introduce the public 

to community businesses, local destinations, and mer-

chandise that all highlight the celebration of the Bascule 

Bridge’s 100th anniversary.  

 

Over the past twenty five years, Alec Asten has won nu-

merous awards as a commercial/music video director, 

documentarian, and narrative filmmaker. He attended the 

University of Bridgeport's Department of Cinema and 

Television, graduating in 1990 with a BFA in Cinema. 

Following graduation, Alec became a freelance director 

spending time in NY, DC, ME, & VT. In 1995, he moved 

back to southeastern New England to become a staff di-

rector/editor at Sonalysts Studios in Waterford, CT.  In 

2008, Alec created Firesite Films LLC, a production 

company specializing in the creation of digital video con-

tent based in Noank, CT. 

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related 
archival materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first 

settlement in 1654 to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Marilyn Comrie • Treasurer - Stephen Menno • Corresponding 
Secretary - Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November

-December, January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 
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The Life of Capt. Jeremiah Holmes  

On September 17, 2022, the Daughters of the War of 

1812 hosted a grave marking ceremony for Captain Jere-

miah Holmes at Elm Grove Cemetery.  Holmes was a 

veteran of the War of 1812 who distinguished himself as 

a privateer against the British Navy in Long Island 

Sound, and as a hero at the Battle of Stonington in 1814.  

Prior to the war, Holmes had been impressed into the 

British Navy where he was trained in the use of cannon.  

This terrible experience provided him with both the mo-

tivation and expertise to man the cannons against the 

British when they attacked Stonington Borough.   

 Beyond his military service, Holmes was a prominent 

member of the Mystic community for much of the 1800s.  

He was one of the earliest settlers in East Mystic and 

braved the Gale of 1815.  His home was located just 

north of the drawbridge on Front Street, which was later 

renamed Holmes Street in his honor.  He was also a 

founding member of the Mystic Bridge Co., which con-

structed and maintained the first drawbridge over the 

Mystic River in 1819.  His exceptional life warranted 

special mention in the Stonington Mirror following his 

death: 

“The announcement of the death of Capt. Jeremiah 

Holmes, at the ripe old age of four score years and ten, 

was made in last week's paper.  His life has been so 

eventful, fairly rivaling in its marvelous incidents the 

thrilling tales of the novelist, that his decease calls for 

more than a passing notice.  He was born near Milltown 

(then in the town of Stonington) in 1782.  His ancestors 

were all prominent men as far back as the records show.   

At the age of eighteen years, he decided to become a 

sailor, and his first voyage was made to South Ameri-

ca.  He was made a prisoner at Para, Brazil, by the Por-

tuguese government, and after being confined in a dun-

geon and on a Portuguese frigate for several months, 

was sent to Portugal, where he was released, and he re-

turned to New York.  His second voyage was a short 

one.  The third voyage that he made was to the South Pa-

cific on a whale ship which was condemned during the 

voyage, and he reshipped on an English whaler.   

After making a good voyage, the vessel started for Lon-

don in 1804.  At that time England was at war with 

France and Spain, and the whaler was captured by a 

French privateer off St. Helena.  The crew were set adrift 

in boats, and reached the Island in safety.  Mr. Holmes 

had lost his protection papers, and, after being ship-

wrecked, he experienced the greatest trouble of his life, 

in being impressed by and English press gang on the 

British frigate TRIDENT.   

His experience in the British service was very event-

ful.  Several times he tried to escape in which he took 

great chances.  Finally in November 1806, he escaped in 

Portsmouth, England, through the influence of a Nan-

tucket sailor.  In passing through London, on his way to 

the office of the American consul, he was in perpetual 

fear of the press gangs then in full and uninterrupted op-

eration.  Armed with two large pocket knives carried 

open in his hands, he traversed the London streets and 

crossed London bridge in safety.  The Consul gave him 

new protection papers, and he returned to New York af-

ter an absence of five years.   

He spent the time in coasting until the War of 1812 broke 

out, when he gave his country good service.  He had 

command of one of the two guns that drove off the British 

fleet on that day.  Capt. Holmes was a very active leader 

in that brave body of men who gave the British fleet off 

their coast so much trouble during the war.  In the fast 

sloop HERO he made several trips on the coast, eluding 

or out sailing the British  cruisers that chased him.   

The latter years of his life have been passed in peace and 

plenty, surrounded by children and children's children, 

who strove to make the last days of a great man his best 

days.  His funeral was very largely attended. Business 

was generally suspended, and flags were suspended at 

half mast.  On Sunday last, Rev. Wm. Clift preached the 

funeral sermon in the Congregational Church.  The dis-

course was one of the ablest and most appropriate that 

we have ever heard the reverend gentleman deliver.  The 

church was thronged during the delivery.” 

-The Stonington Mirror, September 26, 1872 



Then:  The old Perkins farm homestead stands aban-

doned at the corner of Jerry Browne Road and Pe-

quotsepos Road, c. 2010.  The house was originally 

built by Randall Brown in 1878.  Following Randall’s 

death in 1888, ownership of the house and farm 

passed to his son, Jeremiah “Jerry” Holmes Brown.  

According to the Stonington Chronology, a turkey 

raised on Jerry Brown’s farm was specially selected 

by the Rhode Island “Poultry King” Horace Vose, and 

sent to the White House for President Theodore Roo-

sevelt’s Thanksgiving dinner in 1901.   
 

The property was later sold to the Perkins family and 

remained a fully operational dairy farm through the 

1970s.  At the time this photograph was taken, the 

house had been abandoned for close to 25 years and 

was in a state of serious disrepair.   
 

2022.002.0001, gift of Valerie Ruell 

 

Now:  The site of the old Brown/Perkins farmhouse is 

pictured here in October 2022.  The house was demol-

ished in May 2017 to accommodate the development 

of the Hartford Healthcare facility and the Harbor 

Heights residential facility that are now located on the 

property.   

Mystic Then and Now: The Perkins Farm Homestead 

 
 

Reader Tip:  See Mystic from the Sky 
One of the best ways to measure a city’s devel-

opment and changing landscape is through aeri-

al photographs. Aerial photograph surveys of 

the entire state of Connecticut from the 1930s 

to 2010 are available online at the UConn Air 

Photo Archive.  You can read more about the 

history of aerial photography in CT and find 

additional photographs from the CT State Li-

brary.   (https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/hg/

aerialphotos/history) 

 

 

 

                  

Right:  Aerial view of Mystic in 1934 from 

the Fairchild Aerial Survey, conducted by 

the CT National Guard.  The 1934 survey 

provides an excellent snapshot of the village 

before the 1938 hurricane. 

https://www.whitehousehistory.org/photos/horace-vose-and-the-white-house-holiday-turkeys
https://connecticut.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=044e8e6266aa44dc8ccc9b6e2eecacb4&extent=-74.4077,40.7353,-70.6174,42.3712
https://connecticut.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=044e8e6266aa44dc8ccc9b6e2eecacb4&extent=-74.4077,40.7353,-70.6174,42.3712
https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/hg/aerialphotos/history
https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/hg/aerialphotos/history


Mystic Bridge Centennial Celebration 
By Marilyn Comrie 

 

The crowds were enormous, the weather was fantastic, 

and the fireworks were spectacular. 

We couldn’t have asked for a better day on Oct. 15 to 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Mystic drawbridge. 

And the Mystic River Historical Society was in the thick 

of things. Society Vice President Marilyn Comrie was 

one of the speakers during the program Saturday after-

noon in the Mystic River Park. Other speakers included 

U.S. Sen. Richard Blumenthal, Greater Mystic Chamber 

of Commerce President Bruce Flax, Department of 

Transportation Commissioner Joe Giulietti, State Sen. 

Heather Somers and Mashantucket Tribal Chairman Rod-

ney Butler. 

Gov. Ned Lamont arrived later and mingled with the 

crowds. 

Bruce Flax presented Commissioner Giulietti with a cen-

tennial plaque that will be placed on the bridge to com-

memorate this milestone birthday celebration. 

The plaque includes the logos of the Mystic Chamber and 

the Historical Society and reads: 

“Celebrating 100 years  

Mystic River Bascule Bridge 

July 9, 2022 

Celebrated October 15, 2022 

Presented by the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce 

and The Mystic River Historical Society. 

Celebrating The Mystic River Bascule Bridge, the people 

who built it and maintain it, the townspeople who cross it 

daily, and those that come to Mystic to see it operate eve-

ry hour.”  
 

We should be very proud of our participation in this 

event. Response from the public for the Oct 15 festivities 

downtown and the fireworks has been very positive. Peo-

ple had a great time. 

Now we look forward to our Dec. 7 program at the Con-

gregational Church where Alec Asten of Firesite Films in 

Noank will present the videos he produced to commemo-

rate the bridge anniversary. 

The Souvenir Booklet produced by Marilyn Comrie and 

Elizabeth Boucher will be for sale that evening and order 

forms will be available for our new coffee table book 

“Walk Your Horses.” Please consider them for Christmas 

gifts. You can get an autographed copy. 

Thanks to all the members for their support of this very 

special birthday celebration for the bridge. 

The MRHS received a special commendation from Senator Rich-

ard Blumenthal for their contributions to the Mystic River Bas-

cule Bridge Centennial on October 15, 2022.   

Marilyn Comrie shares the history of the Bascule Bridge with the 

crowd gathered at the Mystic River Park, Oct. 15, 2022. 

On October 11, Marilyn  Comrie gave a talk at the Mystic Muse-

um of Art on “The Importance of the Mystic Drawbridge to 

Downtown Mystic,” as part of the exhibit “A Century of the Mys-

tic River and the Bascule Bridge.” 



What's New in Our Collection? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 

 

The Mystic River Historical Society has been fortunate 

enough to receive 37 individual donations (many of 

which were comprised of numerous records and photo-

graphs, and some of which have already been featured in 

this column) of historic material from 1825—2022 so far 

this year. I would like to extend a warm thank you to 

Ronalee Johanssen, Sarah Ingle, Vilma Gregoropoulos, 

Valerie Ruell, Meredith Fuller, Lynn Schroder, Jim 

Streeter, Capt. John Eginton, Barry & Stephanie Thorp, 

Robert Welt, Mark Beebe, Cheryl Barszcz, Hermine 

Dudda, Marcus Maronn, Deonn Bunnell, Fritz Hilbert, 

Ted Garringer, Sharon Nunes, Judith & R.J. Nickerson, 

Bill Scheer, Marilyn Comrie, Alan Brush, Thomas Law, 

Cindy Turse, David Scott, Roger Richards, Wil Langdon, 

Virginia Wydler, Lou Allyn, Jonathan Sproul, Janice 

McDermott, Ed Baur & Norma Combs, the Cianbro 

Corp., the North Haven Memorial Library, the Mystic & 

Noank Library, the Columbia Historical Society, the No-

ank Historical Society and the Mystic Chamber of Com-

merce for their contributions to our collection this year. 

Holiday Update 

As is our custom, the MRHS will be closed for Thanks-

giving week, November 21-25, and for the final 2 weeks 

of December for Christmas and New Years.  We will re-

open on Tuesday, January 3, 2023 at 9 a.m.  We will be 

monitoring our email and Facebook page over the break.  

Happy Holidays to all! 

We would like to thank CT Humanities for 
awarding us with an operating support grant 

from the CT Cultural Fund for 2022. 

Sketches from a series of Christmas cards produced by the Mystic Art-
ists Cooperative, 1982.  2021.033.0003, gift of Ronalee Johnansen. 

Photograph from the groundbreaking of the Mystic River Park, 
1995.  2022.019, gift of Joan Butler. 

Mystic Postcards 
2022.020, gift of Ed Baur and Norma Combs. 

Above:  a photo postcard of 
the Groton and Stonington 
Trolley passing through 
West Main Street.  
2022.010.0147, gift of Tom 
Law. 
 
Right:  Token from the 
Mystic order of the Masons, 
Benevolence Chapter No. 
21 R.A.M.  2022.011, gift of 
David Scott. 



June 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library June 20, 
2022.  Attendees:  Lou Allyn, Elizabeth Boucher, Grace Cleere, Mari-
lyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey Pyrke-
Fairchild, Lynn Schroder 
  
President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 16 May 2022 
trustees’ meeting notes. S. Menno acknowledged and thanked L. Al-
lyn for his prodigious contributions to the Mystic River Historical 
Society (MRHS) over the years. E. Boucher and M. Comrie were 
thanked for their work on the various activities related to the bascule 
bridge centennial.  S. Menno asked for confirmation that the future 
board meetings and events had been received by the board. The Por-
tersville Academy received thirty visitors as part of the CT Open 
House Day on June 11. Most of the visitors were local. MRHS has 
confirmed our participation in the Westerly, RI History Fair. M. Com-
rie and N. Potter volunteered to staff the event with S. Menno. The 
migration of the MRHS website to WordPress goes live the week of 
June 27 and S. Menno and L. Allyn will attend training. L. Pyrke-
Fairchild volunteered to fulfill a co-webmaster role with S. Menno. 
Regarding the MRHS bridge centennial, we have increased the 
amount of sales profit to share with the Greater Mystic Chamber of 
Commerce (GMCC) and will continue use of the vintage bridge image 
for future orders. SEC-TV Public Access Channel 12 is applying for 
an American Rescue Plan Act grant and has requested an endorsement 
letter which S. Menno will draft. On June 21, the Town of Stonington 
will be voting on a new 90- day demolition ordinance which will in-
clude official notice to MRHS of any demolition applications in Ston-
ington.  
 

Treasurer/Finance(L. Allyn):  Cash in the bank is 
$11,009.24. Membership dues paid year to date is $9,265 compared to 
$10,350 a year ago. A motion passed to approve the May Treasurer’s 
report. 
  
New Business (Various):  M. Comrie and S. Menno were unanimous-
ly voted in for Vice President and Treasurer, respectively. L. Allyn 
noted the need for a periodic audit of the treasurers’ reports. S. Menno 
asked the board to review MRHS’ current mission statement to assess 
potential for updates and revision. G. Cleeere asked about the invoice 
process for MRHS publications being offered for sale locally. G. 
Cleere provided an overview of preliminary thoughts for MRHS’ 50th 
anniversary activities in 2023. The overall goal is to build awareness 
of MRHS while at the same time acknowledging the society’s signifi-
cant people and events. A key event could be an 1830s themed ban-
quet and awards ceremony held at the Mystic Shipyard which has gen-
erously donated use of their venue. Personnel from the Dirty Blue 
Shirts could perform in the roles they had played in the past as inter-
preters at the Mystic Seaport Museum. This same group could also 
perform walking tours throughout the year under MRHS sponsorship. 
A 50th anniversary booklet is also being considered which could build 
on and update the 40-year history produced by Pat Schaeffer.  
 

Programs (S. Menno):  Six copies of the Helen May Clarke diary 
were sold at the May Elm Grove Cemetery talk which was very well 
received and attended by 45. S. Menno plans to convene a meeting of 
the Program Committee later in June to begin developing ideas and 
content for 2023’s programs with a goal to have final plans by the end 
of September.  M. Comrie noted that the bridge centennial visitor cen-
ter is open and that a celebration for long-serving, retiring bridge ten-
der Rod Coleman is scheduled for June 30.    
 

Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Since our May meeting, four 
thank you notes were sent. We thanked Roy Bohlander for landscap-
ing work (using mulch from the Stonington Transfer Station) at the 
Downes building. J. Parry was also thanked for donating the cash 
award he received upon retirement from the Masons Island Fire Dis-
trict (MIFD). We also sent a note to the MIFD for the award presented 
to J. Parry. One note was sent for a cash donation.  
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Stone Ridge senior living community 
asked if a talk about the bridge centennial based on the exhibit at the 
Groton Public Library could be scheduled at their facility for their 
residents who are not ambulatory. Since personnel are likely not avail-
able, we will plan to share the video of the bridge talk given in May 
by Jim Streeter.  
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On 29 May 2022, the System 
Administrator performed the usual system backups and security up-
dates. All computers were found to be operating properly with no evi-
dence of trouble. Security updates were downloaded and installed on 
the two desktop machines (MRHS 1 and 2). A copy of the PPWE data 
file was created and downloaded to provide a permanent record of our 
digital holdings. Backup copies of new data records, newsletter files 
and in process curatorial work were copied for offsite storage. The 
printer connection was tested and found to be operating properly. The 
activation period for the antivirus software that was included with the 
new computers has expired and needs to be replaced with a new ver-
sion. IT Committee requests authorization to purchase a latest version 
of either Norton or McAfee with a 1- or 2-year operating period. Esti-
mated cost would be about $50.  •  Additionally, several months ago 
the IT Committee distributed a concept paper that described a way for 
MRHS to create a database program that could host an Excel version 
of the PPWE Record files and made to process those files to call up 
copies of the corresponding image files. This concept paper included a 
working demonstration of an Access database that could serve as a 
host for that task. A significant amount of additional work remains to 
clean up the naming of the image files and train members of the cura-
torial staff to be able to create the download of the PPWE records pe-
riodically and make the needed additions to add the functionality of 
calling up the appropriate images. Additional development work on 
the database framework is also needed. Awaiting response, the IT 
Committee has not undertaken further work. If there is interest in pur-
suing such a project, a first step would be for MRHS to purchase and 
install on one of its computers a current copy of Microsoft Office 365 
that included Microsoft Access so that training could commence. Such 
a purchase would include an obligation to purchase an auto-renewal 
provision for an annual update. The IT Committee estimates that the 
cost of that would be about $100 to $150 annually for a single com-
puter.  
  
Membership ( J. Parry):  Since our May meeting, we have had add-
ed one new individual member and received one individual renewal. 
Reminder letters to the 45 members who have not yet renewed their 
2022 membership will be posted later this month. Sadly, we lost mem-
ber Colburn Rundio Graves Jr. on April 14, 2022.  
   
Mystic Noank Library History Book Club (S. Menno): 
June 13, July 11: The Man Who Ran Washington: The Life and Times 
of James A. Baker III, Peter Baker, Susan Glasser (2020); August 
8: Battle for Europe: How the Duke of Marlborough Masterminded 
the Defeat of France at Blenheim, Charles Spencer 
(2004); September 12, October 10: The Empire of Pain: The Secret 
History of the Sackler Dynasty, Patrick Radden Keefe (2021); Novem-
ber 11, December 12: The Splendid and the Vile: A Saga of Church-
ill, Family, and Defiance During the Blitz, Erik Larson (2020); Janu-
ary 9: Kingdom of Characters: The Language Revolution That 
Made China Modern, Jing Tsu (2022) February 13: Aftermath: Life 
in the Fallout of the Third Reich 1945-1955, Harald Jahner (2022)       
  
Newsletter (E. Boucher): The next publication date for the Porters-
ville Press is September 1. Content deadline is Friday, August 26. 
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  MRHS’ Facebook page provid-
ed content to mirror all the “offline” events and activities. It was noted 
that the GMCC has been promoting MRHS on their website.  
 

Next Meeting— 19 September in the Ames Room at the Mystic and 
Noank Library  

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 



September 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library Septem-
ber 19, 2022.  Attendees:  Margaret Austin, Elizabeth Boucher, 
Grace Cleere, Marilyn Comrie, Steve Menno, John Parry, Nancy 
Potter, Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder 
 

President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 20 June 
2022 trustees’ meeting notes. S. Menno noted that the Regional His-
tory Fair sponsored by the Westerly Historical Society was well at-
tended and provided an excellent opportunity for interaction be-
tween participating organizations. The migration of the MRHS web-
site to WordPress is complete and new content (digital photographs 
and upcoming events) was added. Trustees were encouraged to re-
view the website and provide feedback on any suggested corrections 
or changes. A malfunction with the PayPal link has been corrected. 
After many years of service, Barry Thorp will be unable to maintain 
the grounds in 2023 which may require hiring a commercial service. 
It would be useful to have the Buildings and Grounds committee 
reconstituted. Grace Cleere was thanked for continuing to manage 
the sale of MRHS publications at Bank Square Books. A final report 
was submitted to the Eastern Regional Tourism District regarding its 
grant to MRHS for videos produced by Firesite Films. Options for 
public viewing of the videos were discussed including SEC-TV Pub-
lic Access Channel 12 and YouTube. Regarding Channel 12, S. 
Menno will be following up with F. Fulchiero to learn whether they 
received the American Rescue Plan Act grant. Our in-
fo@mystichistory.org email address has been malfunctioning. L. 
Pyrke-Fairchild offered her husband’s/Chris Johnson’s assistance to 
correct. The greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce (GMCC) has 
printed color copies of the Gravel Street Walking Tour Guide for its 
and MRHS’ use. MRHS was acknowledged for its leadership and 
participation in the successful resolution of the   planned demolition 
of the Downing Cottage on Gravel Street.  The MRHS bridge puz-
zles are selling well.  
 

Special Meeting Topic (S. Menno):  Ideas to commemorate and 
celebrate MRHS’ 50th anniversary in 2023 were solicited from the 
board.  While the intent was for the board to choose several ideas for 
implementation by meeting’s end, it was decided to distribute a 
spreadsheet via email. Each board member will rank the 11 ideas 
that were suggested and return them to E. Boucher/S. Menno for 
compilation and analysis. Ideas included a calendar, participation in 
the 2023 Mystic Irish parade; a new walking tour of West and East 
Main Streets; expanded events (including school groups), open 
houses and access to the Portersville Academy and Downes build-
ings; resumption of the Helen May Clarke walking tour; a photog-
raphy contest; a dinner event including recognition of the founders 
and other notable members as well as receptions held at various lo-
cal venues.   
 

Treasurer/Finance (S. Menno):  Cash in the bank is $ 5,022.13. 
Recently paid expenses included insurance and rental fees for the 
Mystic Congregational Church. The 2023 budget is being planned, 
as well as a review of MRHS’ books.  
 

Programs (various):  S. Menno noted that the full slate of Fall 
2022/Spring 2023 speakers has been finalized and the full details 
were published in the September/October edition of the Portersville 
Press. MRHS publications and merchandise will be offered for pur-
chase at all future speaker programs. M. Comrie provided an update 
on the Bridge Centennial activities. On 11 October, M. Comrie will 
be speaking at the Mystic Museum of Art and related MRHS objects 
and photographs will be displayed. On 15 October, various events 
will take place on Cottrell Street including talks, a chili cookoff and 
fireworks which will be set off farther north on the Mystic River. 
The commemorative coffee table book is well underway. Approxi-
mately the first third of the book is in proof format.  
 

Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Since our June meeting, ten 

thank you notes were sent for life and benefactor memberships as 
well as cash donations in excess of the standard membership level.  
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  No report.  
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On 2 September 2022 the IT 
equipment at the Downes Building were backed up and security 
updates installed for computers MRHS1 and MRHS2. The MRHS 3 
laptop was off site and its updates are performed by the Curatorial 
Manager. MRHS 1: The PP Web Edition, Documents, Pictures, and 
Downloads folders were copied and removed for off-site storage. 
Security updates were installed to current recommendations for the 
Dell hardware, Windows system and Norton Security applications. 
Computer firmware was updated. All updates were completed suc-
cessfully. MRHS 2: The Newsletter, Documents, Desktop, and Pic-
tures folders were copied and removed for off-site storage. Security 
updates were installed to current recommendations for the Dell hard-
ware, Windows system and Norton Security applications. Computer 
firmware was updated. All updates were completed successfully. 
Router and printer: The Arris Router and Epson multifunction print-
er were found to be working normally. 
 

Membership (J. Parry):  Since the June 2022 meeting, six new 
memberships (11 new members) have been added: 
Family members Howard and Lorraine Veisz; Barbara Nagy and 
Mark Oefinger; John, Barbara and Linda Kennedy as well as and 
Mark and Rachael Bundesmann; Contributing member, Peter G. 
Drakos and Life member Dr. Teresa McShane. Sadly, we have 
learned of the loss of three members: Barbara Franciosi, Charles 
Beebe and James Good. Reminder letters were sent to 45 members 
which produced 22 additional renewals for 2022.  
   
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The next publication date for the Porters-
ville Press is 11 November. The deadline to submit content is 21 
October.  
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  No report.  
 

Next Meeting— 24 October in the Ames Room at the Mystic and 
Noank Library  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

Westerly Regional History Fair 

On September 14, the Mystic River Historical Society 

participated in a regional history fair sponsored by the 

Westerly Historical Society at the Westerly Library. 

Board members Marilyn Comrie, Nancy Potter and Steve 

Menno represented MRHS.  

mailto:info@mystichistory.org
mailto:info@mystichistory.org


Events Calendar 
 

7pm Tuesday, November 15, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Splendid and the Vile:  A Saga of Churchill, Family and 

Defiance During the Blitz, (1st half), by Erik Larson 
 

7pm Wednesday, December 7, 2022 
“A Video Celebration of Mystic and Its 100 Year Old Bridge,”  

Presented by Stephen Alec Asten of Fire Site Films 
at the Mystic Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

7pm Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

 Partnership 
The Splendid and the Vile, (2nd half) by Erik Larsen 

 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
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JOHN & DEBORAH ASPINWALL 

ROBERT BORIS 
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ANN & RUSS BURGESS 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS  
KATE DIMANCESCU  

HERMINE DUDDA 
DAVID EVANS  

MR. CRAIG HAINES  
JUDY HICKS  

ANNE & HERBERT HOLMSTEDT  
BRIAN LOMBARD 

NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN  
MRS. ROGER PANCIERA  

JOHN & JULIA PARRY  
GEORGE & ANNA SHAW 

BARRY & STEPHANIE THORP 
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Mystic, Connecticut 
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Edited by Elizabeth Boucher 
 
PUBLISHED FIVE TIMES 
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MYSTIC, CT 06355 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome new members Terrence McKenna, Carol Oberlander, Mary Cotter and Brian Patenaude to 
the MRHS.  

 

-John Parry, Membership 

mailto:info@mystichistory.org

