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  The Battlefield Archaeology of the Pequot War 
(1636-1637) 

Presented by Professor Kevin McBride 

Join us Wednesday, February, 22, 7:30 p.m. at the 
Mystic Congregational Church 

 
On February 22, 2023, University of Connecticut Profes-
sor Kevin McBride will present “The Battlefield Archae-
ology of the Pequot War (1636-1637)” at 7:30 p.m. in the 
parish hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.  Refresh-
ments will be available at 7:00 p.m..  The program is open 
to the public.  The program is free for all Mystic River 
Historical Society (MRHS) members, with a suggested 
donation of $5 for non-members. 
 
The Pequot War was one of the most significant events in 
Pequot and Colonial history. It was the first major conflict 
between the English and a Native tribe in the Northeast. 
The defeat of the Pequot opened southeastern Connecticut 
to English settlement who claimed Pequot territory by 
Right of Conquest. 
 
Two of the most important battles of the war took place in 
Mystic/Groton west of the Mystic River on May 26, 1637, 
the Battle of Mystic Fort and the lesser known Battle of 
the English Withdrawal. These battles are examined 
through the discipline of Battlefield Archaeology which is 
concerned with the reconstruction of battlefield events by 
incorporating primary sources and the nature and distribu-
tion of battlefield artifacts to reconstruct the battle across 
time and space. Thousands of battle related objects were 

recovered from these two battles from archaeological and 
metal detector surveys which allow archaeologists to de-
termine where the battles took place, troop dispositions, 
numbers of combatants, movements of combatants around 
the battlefield, as well as weapons and tactics used by the 
combatants. This research has provided new and important 
insights on the Pequot War. 
 
Kevin McBride is an Associate Professor of Anthropology 

at the University of Connecticut and the former Director 
of Research at the Mashantucket Pequot Museum and Re-
search Center. He has conducted archaeological and his-

torical research throughout New England, Block Island, 
Baja Mexico, the Caribbean, and Portugal. His research 
interests include Indigenous and Colonial cultural and his-

torical landscapes, maritime adaptations, historical archae-
ology, underwater archaeology, and battlefield archaeolo-
gy. McBride is a member of the Society for American Ar-
chaeology, the American Anthropological Association, the 

Society for Historical Archaeology, and the Society for 
American Ethnohistory and is adjunct Faculty at the Insti-
tute for Exploration. He is a former member of the Board 

of Directors of the Connecticut Museum of Natural Histo-
ry and of the Governor’s Task Force on Indian Affairs. He 
has written numerous articles on Native American and Co-

lonial archaeology, ethnohistory, archaeobotany, underwa-
ter archaeology, and battlefield archaeology.  

An engraving directed by Captain John Underhill which depicts a 
birds-eyes view of the Battle of Mistick Fort, May 1637.  

“Downtown Mystic Businesses: 1922-1960”  
Presented by Stephen Davey Glazier 

RESCHEDULED for January 25, 2023 
7:30 p.m. at the Mystic Congregational Church 



 

Pistol Point Fire Spurs Creation of Mystic’s 
First Permanent Fire Department 

By Elizabeth Boucher 

A major fire broke out on the waterfront of the Mystic 

River at about 9:00 p.m. on November 27, 2022.  Heavy 

winds whipped flames and huge columns of black 

smoke from Seaport Marine towards E. Main 

Street.  Spectators gathered at the Mystic River Park 

soon had to evacuate as hot ash and flaming embers 

came flying through the air.  Multiple explosions were 

heard from both sides of the river.  When the flames 

were extinguished, shortly after 1:00 a.m., a large stor-

age and office building at Seaport Marine had been 

completely destroyed and a neighboring home was se-

verely damaged.  The destruction would have been 

much worse without the quick response and tireless 

work of the Mystic Fire Department and the many 

neighboring fire departments who rushed to their aid. 

In 1875 a fire at almost exactly the same location mobi-

lized the citizens of Mystic to create the first permanent 

fire company in Mystic, the B.F. Hoxie Engine Co.  The 

fire broke out at the Oceanic Woolen Mill Company, 

located in the old Mystic Irons Works buildings at Pis-

tol Point, at about 2:00 a.m. on June 24.  It was by far 

the worst disaster in Mystic’s history up to that point.  

Local newspapers estimated a total of $250,000 of dam-

age (equivalent to roughly $6.5 million in 2022), only 

$70,000 of which were covered by insurance.  Mr. D.D. 

Mallory personally lost $30,000 worth of uninsured 

model engines which had been stored in the mill loft.  

As disastrous as it was, dry or windy conditions could 

have made the damage much worse.  Local news ac-

counts reported that “the damp, foggy weather was the 

only thing that saved the East village from destruction, 

for which the stars are to be thanked.”   

The cause of the fire was the subject of much specula-

tion, but was never officially determined.  Some be-

lieved that waste flax and oil drippings had caught fire 

in the mill’s steam dryer, others suspected arson.   Just a 

few days later, on July 4, the Wilcox Fertilizer Co. was 

also destroyed by fire, fueling concerns that “some das-

tardly incendiary” was on the loose. 

The economic effects of these losses were staggering, 

and terrifying to local property owners.  Initial efforts to 

raise funds for a new steam powered fire engine were 

disappointing however.  A “firemen’s festival” held at 

on July 8 at Central Hall only raised $65, leaving a re-

porter from the Stonington Mirror to quip that the at-

tendees’ “pocketbooks were evidently left at home on 

the piano.”  An organized collection netted an addition-

al $550 dollars, leaving the people of Mystic roughly 

$3,000 shy of the total needed to purchase the engine.   

In the end, a handful of wealthy property owners who 

stood to loose big in a major fire (like the unfortunate 

Mr. D.D. Mallory), donated the rest of the capital.  Ben-

jamin F. Hoxie contributed $1,000, the largest sum by 

far.  The new engine and fire company were both 

named in his honor.  Hoxie was motivated in part by the 

desire to protect his new hotel, the Hoxie House, locat-

ed at the present site of the Whaler’s Inn. 

The new engine arrived by train from Boston on July 

27, and was proudly paraded through the streets on both 

sides of the river before finally pulling up to the Hoxie 

House.  The engine’s manufacturer and a team of expe-

rienced engineers then provided the people of Mystic 

with a stunning display of its capabilities.  The engine 

was positioned by the Liberty Pole, the necessary hose 

attached, and within eight minutes was sending a 2-inch 

thick stream of water surging over the pole 125 ft. in the 

air.  Following this success, 1,150 ft. of hose were at-

tached to the engine and stretched the full length of W. 

Main Street to the Union Baptist Church.  Incredibly, 

the engine was able force water from the river up that 

steep hill with enough force to produce a 1-inch stream 

that shot 20 ft. over the church’s steeple. The Stoning-

ton Mirror reported that “there were at least 5,000 

adults and 2,000 urchins of all sexes and tints beholding 

the novel spectacle.”     

In 1879 the B.F. Hoxie Engine Co. officially established 

the Mystic Fire District, and the private company transi-

tioned to a tax-funded agency charged with protecting 

both sides of the village from dangerous fires.  In 1883, 

the Hoxies were joined by the Mystic Hook and Ladder 

Company in West Mystic.  Over the next 140 years, 

these two companies would evolve into the Mystic Fire 

Department that we are so grateful to today.   The Hox-

ies moved from their original location on E. Main St. to 

Broadway Ave. and the Hooks moved from Gravel 

Street to Route 1.  That original B.F. Hoxie engine, on 

the other hand, did not survive to see the 20th century.  

In a strange twist of fate, it was destroyed by a fire that 

broke out in its garage on March 7, 1897.   



 

Our First Decade:  

Portersville Academy 

By Lynn Schroder 

In the early 1970s, much of Mystic was busy looking 

toward the future with the development of the Olde 

Mistick Village after the construction of I-95 with exits 

in Mystic. Fortunately for us, at the same time a small 

but dedicated group influenced by plans for the upcom-

ing bicentennial became concerned about the loss of 

Mystic’s historical artifacts. As a result, they began 

meeting informally and ultimately officially formed a 

society in 1973 dedicated to documenting and preserv-

ing Mystic’s history.  

While the 1970s were 

notable for building the 

Society’s structure, lead-

ership and membership as 

well as presenting inter-

esting programs and de-

veloping the historical 

collection, the second 

half of the decade re-

quired substantial effort 

in support of the restora-

tion of the Portersville 

Academy building (PVA), 

known at that time as the 

First District Hall. Since 

these efforts are what re-

ally galvanized the group and absorbed so much of their 

time, the restoration of the PVA will be the focus of this 

account. 

The PVA arrived on the society’s radar in March of 

1974 when the Town of Groton solicited their support 

for the rehabilitation of the building as a space for public 

use. The Board of Trustees quickly realized the potential 

of the building for their use, and by April of the next 

year legal ownership of the building was transferred to 

the Society. The Society was clearly energized by this 

development as  fundraising was already underway with 

the sale of bicentennial map portfolios overseen by Bill 

Downes and work had begun on the grounds and build-

ing by board members and volunteers including trash 

removal, shutter scraping, window glazing and general 

cleaning. All this energy and enthusiasm would be need-

ed- and tested-  as the full scope of the work became ob-

vious in the next few years. 

Fundraising and building work skyrocketed in 1976. 

From selling brownies and iced tea at the July 4th bicen-

tennial parade to the over $1,500 netted from a historic 

homes tour which included members and volunteers 

baking 3,000 cookies, the Society was indefatigable. 

Other notable efforts that year included the inauguration 

of “Those Seaport Days/Two Days to Remem-

ber” (where the Society received a percentage of Christ-

mas sales) as well as a raffle of the 5’x7’ PVA replica 

that was used as a float in the July 4th parade. The Soci-

ety was also pleased to announce generous donations 

from the Mystic Lions Club and a historic preservation 

foundation in New York City.  

On the building side, 

the year kicked off 

with developing and 

gaining approval of a 

budget for the full res-

toration costs and con-

tinued though the 

spring and summer 

with members and oth-

er volunteer efforts as 

well as a two-week 

stint from a crew of 

young people from 

TVCCA- Thames Val-

ley Council of Com-

munity Action. A quo-

tation directly from the newsletter sums up where the 

project stood at year-end: “The concentration thus far 

has been in weather-proofing the building. And we 

should note that although we are jubilant over the way 

the building fund is growing, we have so far realized just 

about one-fifth of the amount needed.” 

To address the building fund shortfall, the Society 

kicked off 1977 with an ambitious plan to undertake a 

“showcase house” at 2 Clift Street (The Captain’s 

House) for four weeks in mid-summer. Decorator show-

case houses featured multiple rooms designed by differ-

ent interior decorators and were proven fundraisers. In 

advance of all the work that would be required during 

the actual tour days, the publicity efforts were daunting. 

Programs and posters were created and thousands of 

mailings sent across four states (CT, MA, NY and RI) to 

Portersville Academy is featured on the MRHS float for the American Bi-
centennial parade in Mystic, July 4, 1976.  Photo by Julia Constantine. 

 



chambers of commerce, historical societies, interior 

decorators, women’s clubs, garden clubs, antique 

shops, design schools and more.  

All those efforts paid off handsomely when the event 

closed to the public at 9:00 p.m. on August 15. Presi-

dent Joyce Everett thanked the “hundreds of volun-

teers” and enthusiastically announced in the August 

newsletter that the “opening of the Portersville Acade-

my is now a certain event.” The proceeds were approx-

imately $7,000 which is equivalent to $35,000 today 

and was $1,000 above their estimate. To top it all off, 

House Beautiful magazine photographed the house 

with plans to feature it the following summer. 

With the increased funds, the Society immediately so-

licited bids from Mystic contractors for the next phase 

of the work: roof replacement, repairing substantial rot 

and damage, installing new windows, painting the 

building and shutters as well as reconverting the single 

front door to the original two doors (boys and girls). 

However, costs quickly overran, and the building com-

mittee announced in June of 1978 that funds for the 

outside contractor had been exhausted and that the ex-

terior painting would need to completed by the Society 

and volunteers as well as restoration of the oval win-

dow, procuring and installing window weights etc. Al-

so noted was that replacement of the shutters would 

need to be delayed.  

By October of 1978, the Society notified membership 

that $20,000 was needed to complete the restoration 

and emphasized that inflation was driving the need for 

all new fundraising efforts to be launched within six 

months. Also reported was an application for a 

$10,000 state grant. While the following spring enough 

funds had been raised locally to contract out exterior 

painting and shutter work, the Society reported that the 

needs remained urgent and that a major new fundraiser 

would be announced shortly. However, summer ar-

rived and President Everett reported that although no 

new “Captain’s House type project” was planned that 

all the other established fundraisers were ongoing. In 

the fall of 1979, Bill Downes reported completion of 

the exterior painting and shutters project as well as 

progress on miscellaneous small projects but noted the 

next key objective was constructing a new belfry/

cupola. 

In 1980, that belfry would be built and installed and 

the exterior restoration essentially completed due in 

part to the state grant being awarded. However, the 

contract stipulated that the funds would be released 

only after the work was completed and paid- so the 

Society had yet again to gear up their fundraising ma-

chine because they were opposed to taking out a loan. 

This was accomplished by ongoing efforts such as the 

Seaport Store’s Two Days to Remember as well as an 

inaugural golf tournament at Pequot Golf Course, raf-

fles and many other smaller efforts. In the December 

1980 newsletter, Bill Downes wrote: “Hopefully you 

will have seen the finished belfry by now. It looks 

great.” And, of course there was no time for a victory 

lap because all the interior work as well as construc-

tion of an archival building was waiting in the wings! 

In closing, the goal of this condensed summary was to 

provide just a glimpse into the enormous and ultimate-

ly successful efforts of the early leaders and members 

of the Society. We also hope it will whet your appe-

tites to join us at one (or more!) of the Portersville 

Academy open houses scheduled this year as we cele-

brate these trailblazers and their many accomplish-

ments. 

Timeline 

1972: Informal meetings of a group of citizens (from 

the Mystic Junior Women’s Club and others) involved 

in activities related to the Bicentennial who became 

concerned about the loss of historical items and photo-

graphs. 

September 24, 1973: First formal program and annual 

meeting held at Mystic Art Association.  

April 1975: the Fifth District Hall building (PVA) le-

gally transferred from the Town of Groton to MRHS. 

May 1975: First Newsletters sent to members. 

May 1977: Logo featur-

ing the PVA  unveiled/

featured on newsletter 

masthead in spring of 

1977. 

Summer of 1977: The Captain’s House showcase 

house fundraiser 

December 1980: Exterior of PVA completed. 



Fun Facts 1970s 

• Thirteen days after the grand opening of the Olde 

Mistick Village, the first formal meeting of MRHS 

was held. 

•  The Mystic Seaport donated the bell installed in the 

restored PVA. It was the original bell from the Mystic 

Academy school. 

• MRHS has maintained the same legal address: P.O. 

Box 245 

• Although the majority of early program meetings 

were held at the Mystic Congregational Church’s par-

ish hall, the Mystic Academy, St. Mark’s “undercroft” 

and the Union Baptist Church were also used.  

• Membership costs in 1975: $1 Individual, $25 Con-

tributor, $50 Life, $100 Benefactor and $.50 Junior. 

Notable people:  

PVA Fundraising and Building 

While there were multitudes of people involved in the 

restoration of PVA and all those efforts were important 

and sincerely appreciated, it’s important to highlight: 

Joyce Everett, Bill Downes, Elaine Lee, Kathleen 

Carter, Karin and Peter Stuart, Lynn and Anthony 

Langlois, Bill Peterson, Pat Liebig, Barbara Jensen. 

 

 

Mystic Then and Now: Portersville Academy, 1950—2022 

Then:  The First District Hall, pictured at 76 High Street, 

c. 1950.  This building was constructed by Amos Clift in 

1839 and served as Mystic’s first schoolhouse.  At that 

time, the village of West Mystic was known as Porters-

ville and so the school was aptly named the Portersville 

Academy.  It was originally located just north of the Un-

ion Baptist Church and served as the fifth district school 

for 40 years.  Two doorways provided separate entrances 

for boys and girls.  A large school bell was concealed in a 

belfry at the front of the building.   
 

In 1887 the building was hauled south by a team of oxen 

to its present location at 76 High Street and became the 

First District Hall (complete with a courtroom and lock-

up).  The building served as a voting hall until 1958, 

when the newly completed S.B. Butler School became 

the official polling place.  By the time this picture was 

taken, the double doors had been replaced with a single 

front entrance, the bell tower and shutters had been re-

moved and the distinctive spider window had rotted 

away.   Left unattended for the next several years, the 

building would continue to deteriorate badly.   

1973.066.0049, gift of Robert Bankel 
 

Now:  The fully restored Portersville Academy photo-

graphed December 2022.  Renovations were made possi-

ble through years of hard work and fundraising by early 

members of the MRHS. 

View from the “spider” window inside Portersville Academy. 



What's New in Our Collection? 
By Elizabeth Boucher 

We are kicking off the new year with a major donation of 

photographs taken in East and West Mystic by Julia Con-

stantine (Davies) from 1974 — 1989.  They capture 

Mystic in the years immediately following the construc-

tion of the Olde Mistick Village and the Mystic Aquari-

um, when it was still on the cusp of its transformation 

into a major tourist destination. 

The entire collection is comprised of well over 700 pho-

tographs, which were all meticulously labeled and identi-

fied by Constantine as a teenager and young wom-

an.   Mystic Seaport and Downtown Mystic are featured 

heavily, along with numerous scenes of the waterfront 

from Noank to Old Mystic, and scenes along Route 27 

and Jerry Browne Road.  They will be available to view 

online  at:   https://mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/ as 

they are cataloged.   

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archival 
materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 1654 

to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Marilyn Comrie • Treasurer - Stephen Menno • Corresponding Secretary 
- Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-December, 

January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

This photograph was taken from the roof of the Main 

Block, looking south towards the Mystic Museum of 

Art and the Mystic power house, 1976.  This empty lot 

is now the highly developed Steamboat Wharf.  Another 

photograph taken by Constantine shows the newly com-

pleted condominium buildings in 1983. 

Oliver’s Music Shop on the corner of West Main Street 

and Pearl Street, pictured on September 1975.   

     ...continued page 8 

The Emporium is pictured here after a fire in August 

1976.  The Constantine Collection includes photos of 

many iconic downtown businesses from this period in-

cluding Archie’s Soda Shop, The Ancient Mariner, The 

Mystic Candle Shop, Mystic Sporting Goods, The Jolly 

Beggars, The Ship’s Lantern, Noyes Dry Goods, Cot-

trell’s Cash and Carry and Bendett’s Specialty Shop. 

https://mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/
http://www.mystichistory.org/


MRHS Membership 2022 
 

We are pleased to list all of our members for the year 2022.  We sincerely thank you for your continuing support of 

the Mystic River Historical Society.  Your dues provide the funding to offer a unique local history resource to the 

Mystic community as well as staff, services and physical facilities to grow, catalogue, maintain and share our col-

lection.  If you don’t find your name on this list and would like to become a member and receive future copies of the 

Porterville Press, and/or gift a subscription to friends or family, please, send your membership application 

(available at https://mystichistory.org/membership/) with your check for $25 Individual, $50 Family, $75 Contrib-

uting, $150 Benefactor, $350 Sustaining or $1,000 Life to PO Box 245, Mystic.  Thank You! 
 

-John Parry, Membership and Stephen Menno, President 

~Individual~ 
Mrs. Charles Alfano 
Mr. Frederic Allard 
Ms. Norma Aronson 
Jeanne Baker 
Sharon Barrett 
Mrs. Deborah Bates 
Ms. Mara Beckwith 
Mr. Charles S. Beebe 
Lenny Bellet Jr 
Elizabeth Boucher 
Bernard Boylan 
Chris Bradley 
Dr. Glenn Brady 
Sharon Brown 
Linda Burrows 
Mrs. Richard Butler 
Ms. Judith Cady 
Ms. Laurie Nelson Capener 
Laura Cerino 
Gail Cleere 
Mrs. Joan Cohn 
Ann Connolly 
Wayne Cooke 
Mrs. Rosemary Dayton 
Connie Desillier 
Kimberly Deveau 
Ms. Hermine Dudda 
Mr. Rudy Favretti 
Mrs. Mary Ferrier 
Ms. Alice Foley 
Ms. Rose C. Gordon 
Siobhan Gordon 
Mrs. Alan Greener 
Mary Hendrickson 
Mrs. James Hicks 
Mrs. Marion Hobaica 
Marianne C. Holly 
Ms. Kay Print Janney 
Ms. Joy Jastremski 
Tricia Johnson 
Kathleen A. Kennedy 
Lavina Kepple 
Jennifer Kettledon 
Ms. Chandler Kissell 
Ms. Katrina M. Korpi 
Mrs. Calvin W. Lane 
Mrs. Elaine Lee 
Mrs. John Lee 
Arnold H. Lema 
Marilyn Leonard 
Brian Lombard 
Martin Marchese 

Marcus Mason Maronn 
Jane Martley 
James Maxson 
Marguerite McGugan 
Terrence G. McKenna 
Barbara McKenna-LHomme 
Donald McLellan 
Lee W. Morris 
Ms. Barbara B. Nelson 
Judith Nickerson 
Carol R. Oberlander 
Mrs. Roger Panciera 
Mr. Harry Payne 
Mrs. Jean B. Pearson 
Mrs. Richard Perkins 
Gregory Pettys 
Diana L. Phaneuf 
Ms. Susan Phillips 
Louise & Clark Phippen 
Connie Plessman 
Mr. Laszlo Pozsonyi 
Mr. Edward Purcell 
Janet F. Purinton 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild 
Ms. Juliana Ratliff 
Mr. Kenneth Reid 
Mrs. Leonard M. Sawyer II 
Ms. Sharon E. Schnare 
Mrs. Newell Sly 
Marshall and Mary Lou Smith 
Ms. Julia S. Stone 
Mr. Carl A. Strand 
Bob Suppicich 
Ms. Amy Swan 
Ms. Gail Swanson 
Mr. George Sylvestre 
Steven Telsey 
Mary Pat Thayer 
F. Paula Thompson 
Mrs. Richard Trimble 
Karen Walker 
Mrs. John M. Washburn 
Mr. Robert Welt 
Mr. Steve White 
Sarah Lee Willey 
Susan Wyatt 
Ms. Catherine Casey Zahn 
Debra Ziegler 
Marlene Terry Ziegler 
 
~Family~ 
John & Deborah Aspinwall 
Margaret Fee Austin 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Barres 
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Barton 
Paul & Debbie Bied 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Billing 
Neal & Jane Lassen Bobruff 
Robert Boris 
Dan and Jane Brannegan 
Marcie & Howard Brensilver 
Ken & Judey Buckbee 
Ann & Russ Burgess 
Sherman Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Carpenter 
Jim & Bette Collins 
Robert & Elace Comrie 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Coogan 
Kit Hartford & Rod Cook 
Wayne F. Dailey 
Mr. & Mrs. Franklin G. Davis 
John & Pat Eginton 
The Kennedy Family 
Harry & Susie Ferguson 
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Fitton 
Ms. Gloria Fowler 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Fulchiero 
Mr. & Mrs. Eric J. Garofano 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Gehring 
Sherri & Brian Gill 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert A. Holmstedt 
Robert L. & Catherine M. Kaylor 
Ted & Susan Kietzman 
Jack & Beth Komorowski 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Krusewski 
Ms. Sara H. Lathrop 
Fred & Betsy Lebel 
Jay and Rosemary Louden 
Bob & Cindy Martin 
Janice McDermott 
Drs. John & Marcia McGowan 
John McHugh 
Stephen Menno & Patricia 
Coveney 
Nel and Mike Messick 
Mystic Garden Club 
Barbara Nagy and Mark Oefinger 
Ms. Barbara Nielsen 
Mr. Theodore Parker 
John & Julia Parry 
Brian Patenaude and Mary Cotter 
Barry Pinkowitz 
Laurence & Nancy Potter 
Bill Pryor 
Mr. & Mrs. Brae Rafferty 
Jennifer & Mark Raymond 

Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Reiter 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Roper 
David Rose 
Bill and Karen Rutherford 
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Scheer 
Mr. & Mrs. David Scott 
Seehaus Family 
George & Anna Shaw 
Mrs. Paul Simoncini 
Stephen Simoncini 
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Smith 
Mr. & Mrs. Carl M. Sommer 
Col & Mrs. James Turse 
Abigail Van Slyck & Mitchell 
Favreau 
Sandy & Sidney Van Zandt 
Howard & Lorraine Veiss 
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Walker 
Dennis & Barbara Walsh 
Mr. & Mrs. John K. Watson 
Mr. & Mrs. William Webster 
Jay Weitlauf 
Charles and Eleanor Wenderoth 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Whitford 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Williams 
 
~Contributing~ 
Mr. & Mrs. George Allen 
Atty Robert P. Anderson 
Roger Bowers 
Alan & MJ Brush 
Ms. Joanna Case 
Ms. Marilyn Comrie 
Mr. Trad Dart 
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Deichmann 
Kate Dimancescu 
Peter G. Drakos 
David & Marie Erskine 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Law 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Marco 
Judy Munro 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin North 
Tom & Marie Olson 
Cindy Palmer 
Anne Schmidt 
Lynn Schroder 
Shirley Sebastian 
Ms. Ellen Smith 
Elizabeth & Peter Sorensen 
Tora Sterregaard 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Streeter 
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Van Winkle 

...continued page 8 



~Contributing (cont.)~ 
Mrs. Royal C. Werner 
Ms. Delight Wolfe 
 
~Benefactor~ 
Dr. & Mrs. Sultan Ahamed 
Laura Beach & Joshua Kalkstein 
Mrs. Joan Butler 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Durrschmidt 
Cheryl Fee 
Mrs. William Glazier 
Mr. Craig Haines 
Hon. & Mrs. Robert Leuba 
Elizabeth M. Lockyer 
John Ring & Randy Berner 
Mr. O. Pomeroy Robinson 
Mr. & Mrs. Tod Schaefer 
Dana and Richard Semeraro 
Jack & Peggy Sinks 
Mr. & Mrs. Harold P. Smith 
Mr. J. Niel Spillane 
Atty. & Mrs. Peter Stuart 
Cmdr. & Mrs. Thomas W. Watkins 
Jane Wilkins 
 
~Sustaining~ 
Densmore Oil Co. 
Mrs. Theodore T. Tylaska 
 
~Life~ 
Mr. & Mrs. Louis P. Allyn 
James Allyn Family 
Whitney Allyn Family 
Kate April 
Judi Caracausa 
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony C. Dinoto 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Ettinger 
David Evans 
Mr. & Mrs. John Fiore 
Charles Hamm 
Mrs. Muriel Hinkle 
Elizabeth & Lynn Holland 
Mrs. Joseph T. Imdahl 
Mr. Stephen P. Jones 
Mr. & Mrs. James Kimenker 
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Langlois 
Mr. William E Lewis 
Tom & Nancy McLoughlin 
Teresa Marie McShane, Dr. 
Mrs. Frank O' Beirne 
Mrs. Brendan O'Donnell 
Mrs. Marion Palm 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Patton 
Ms. Barbara A. Pearson 
Mr. William Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Pryor 
Dr. Trent J. Repko 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Sinnett 
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan C. Sproul 
Mr. Morgan St. John 
Mr. & Mrs. C. William Stamm 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry L. Thorp 
Mrs. Brian A. Thorp 
Mr. Robert Walker 
Virginia Wydler 
 
~Honorary Life 
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Kodama 
Stuart Lamson 
Bailey & Jennifer Pryor Family 

2023 is the 50th Anniversary of MRHS! 
The Mystic River Historical Society was founded on September 24, 1973.  

2023 marks our 50th year!  We are in the process of finalizing several celebra-

tion activities.  First, as you will notice with this issue of our newsletter, we 

will be summarizing notable news and articles from each of our past five dec-

ades.  Second, we will be walking in this year’s Mystic Irish Parade.  All 

MRHS members are encouraged to participate.  More details will follow, but 

break out any historical costumes you may have!  Mystic was founded in 

1654, so anything since then is fair game!  Clothing from the 1970’s counts!  

(Present day attire is perfectly acceptable also!)  Third, we plan to have a so-

cial gathering in September on our actual birthday.  (Details are still being 

developed.)  And we also plan to have some walking tours and Portersville 

Academy open houses.  If you are interested in helping with any of these ac-

tivities, please let us know at info@mystichistory.org or 860-563-4779. 

MRHS is Compiling a List of Founding Members 
This year we want to acknowledge and recognize all of the people who were 

founding members of MRHS, i.e., those who were members during our first 

year of existence (Sept 1973 to Sept 1974).  While several of our board mem-

bers have been digging through various files, we thought it would be appro-

priate to ask our membership if they can remember anyone who may have 

been a founding member.  While many have passed on, we still want to honor 

their memory.  But we especially want to recognize those who are still with us 

today.  If you have any such information, please let us know at in-

fo@mystichistory.org or 860-563-4779. 
 

What’s New In Our Collection? (continued from pg. 6) 

The Charles W. Morgan docked at 

the Mystic Seaport Museum, June 8, 

1976.  Houses on Park Place can be 

seen in the background across the 

river.  

Frank Fulchiero on the Clearwater, 

last day as Captain, July 6, 1975.  

The sloop Clearwater carried pas-

sengers on educational cruises from 

Mystic, CT to Albany, NY. 
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October 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library October 
24, 2022.  Attendees:  Elizabeth Boucher, Marilyn Comrie, Steve 
Menno, Stephanie Thorp, John Parry, Nancy Potter, Lyndsey Pyrke-
Fairchild, Lynn Schroder 
 

President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 19 Septem-
ber 2022 trustees’ meeting notes. Discussion was held to explore the 
optimal schedule and location of future trustees’ meetings, and ulti-
mately it was decided to continue with the existing arrangement. The 
board also decided to revise the agenda for upcoming meetings to 
begin with key topics and cover committee reports if time permits 
and/or if there is a topic that requires discussion and or decision. 
Committee reports should be emailed to trustees in advance of each 
meeting. A final report and the final set of videos will be submitted 
to the Eastern Regional Tourism District for its grant to MRHS for 
the production of videos by Firesite Films.  
 

Special Meeting Topics (Various):  M. Comrie summarized devel-
opments related to the bascule bridge anniversary celebration. The 
formal, day-long event took place on 15 October as scheduled and 
was deemed a great success. M. Comrie joined other speakers at the 
dedication ceremony and received a citation for MRHS from U.S. 
Senator Richard Blumenthal. M. Comrie noted that the citation to be 
permanently affixed to the bridge will feature the logos of both 
MRHS and the Greater Mystic Chamber of Commerce. The com-
memorative coffee table book will be sent to the printer by 11 No-
vember and should be available for purchase in mid December.  •  S. 
Menno opened up a discussion of potential plans for MRHS’ 50th 
anniversary in 2023. Regarding a social event for members and the 
general public to gather where original members are celebrated, the 
board preferred a reception as opposed to a sit-down dinner. Since 
the first formal meeting of the MRHS took place on September 24, 
1973, at the Mystic Museum of Art (the Mystic Art Association at 
that time), that date and venue was preferred. S. Thorp volunteered 
to initiate steps to explore availability, costs and logistics. Participa-
tion in the 2023 Mystic Irish Parade was also discussed, and E. Bou-
cher volunteered to research costs for a banner as well as registration 
and logistics (number of marchers, inclusion of a vehicle etc.). Other 
related activities discussed were the identification of original mem-
bers and founders as well as the inclusion of related articles in 2023 
issues of the Portersville Press.  J. Parry and L. Schroder will work 
on the former and L. Schroder and E. Boucher on the latter. 
 

Treasurer/Finance (S. Menno):  Cash in the bank is $ 4,674.39. 
The 2023 budget is being developed and will be presented at the 
November meeting.  
 

Programs (various):  S. Menno noted that the October program 
with Stephen Glazier was advertised in the Mystic River Press and 
Mystic Times. 
 

Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Since our September meet-
ing, two thank you notes were sent. One for a Benefactor member-
ship renewal and one for an additional cash donation sent with an 
individual membership renewal.  
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  No report.  
 

Information Technology (S. Thorp):  S. Thorp highlighted the 
need for a solution to re-convert to a readable format the back-up 
PowerPoint Web Edition provides of MRHS’ website. The standard 
software solution (SQL) is expensive and would require hiring an 
experienced programmer. Alternatives were outlined in a document 
authored by Barry Thorp earlier this year. 
 

Membership ( J. Parry):  We have added two new members since 
our September meeting and received four membership renewals. 
Nineteen members have yet to renew for 2022. 
 

Newsletter (E. Boucher):  No report.  

 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Posts were made in support of 
the bridge centennial celebration as well as upcoming programs.  
 

Next Meeting— 21 November in the Ames Room at Mystic and 
Noank Library  

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

MRHS Completes Coffee Table Book 

MRHS and the Mystic Chamber of Commerce hosted a 

book signing to celebrate the publication of “Walk Your 

Horses: The Story of the Mystic River Bridge” on De-

cember 17, 2022.  Copies are available for sale at the 

Visitors Center on East Main Street (next to the draw-

bridge). 

Make Sure We Have Your Correct Email Address 
As many of you know, most of our correspondence with 

members is via email.  There have been several instances 

where members have dropped off our MailChimp email 

distribution list.  In some cases, this has been because an 

email address has changed, or a mailbox might be full, or 

someone accidentally unsubscribed.  If you are a member 

of MRHS, you should be receiving our emails.  If you 

have not received emails from MRHS in the past month, 

please contact us at info@mystichistory.org or 860-563-

4779 so we can add you back.  Also, for those of you 

who have a family membership or higher, please let us 

know if you would like to add another name and email 

address to your account.  Thank you! 

We would like to thank CT Humanities for 
awarding us with an operating support grant 

from the CT Cultural Fund for 2023. 
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Events Calendar 
 

7pm Tuesday, January 10, 2023 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

Kingdom of Characters, by Jing Tsu 
 

7pm Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
“Downtown Mystic Businesses: 1922-1960,”  

Presented by Stephen Davey Glazier, at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

7pm Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

Aftermath: Life in the Fallout of the Third Reich 1945-1955 
by Harold Jahner 

 

7pm Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
“The Battlefield Archaeology of the Pequot War: 1636-1637”  

Presented by Prof. Kevin McBride, at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 

Newsletter/Print Patrons 
 

CYNTHIA & LOUIS ALLYN  
JOHN & DEBORAH ASPINWALL 

ROBERT BORIS 
LAURA BEACH & JOSHUA KALKSTEIN 

ALAN & MJ BRUSH 
ANN & RUSS BURGESS 

MR. & MRS. FRANKLIN DAVIS  
KATE DIMANCESCU  

HERMINE DUDDA 
DAVID EVANS  

MR. CRAIG HAINES  
JUDY HICKS  

ANNE & HERBERT HOLMSTEDT  
BRIAN LOMBARD 

NANCY & TOM MCLOUGHLIN  
MRS. ROGER PANCIERA  

JOHN & JULIA PARRY  
GEORGE & ANNA SHAW 

BARRY & STEPHANIE THORP 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome three new individual members, Ed Novak, Frances Goodman and Danielle Archambault-
Nowak, to the MRHS. 

 

-John Parry, Membership 
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