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  The Great New England Hurricane of 1938 
 

Presented by Lou Allyn  

Join us Wednesday, March, 22, 7:30 p.m. at the  
Mystic Congregational Church 

 

On March 22, 2023, Louis Allyn will present “The 

Great New England Hurricane of 1938” at 7:30pm in 

the parish hall of the Mystic Congregational Church.  

Refreshments will be available at 7pm.  The program is 

open to the public.  The program is free for all Mystic 

River Historical Society (MRHS) members, with a sug-

gested donation of $5 for non-members. 

Over 84 years ago, the Great New England Hurricane of 

September 21, 1938 fell upon the Connecticut and 

Rhode Island shore as a category 3 hurricane.  Forecast-

ers expected the hurricane to veer out to sea before it 

got close to New England, which was the usual pattern 

of such storms. By the time they realized it was target-

ing Long Island and beyond, it was too late to issue 

warnings.  With no warning, there was no preparation. 

Connecticut and Rhode Island suffered significant loss-

es of life and property. 

Former MRHS president Lou Allyn has always been 

fascinated by that hurricane. He was born 10 months 

after the Great Hurricane and has lived or vacationed in 

Mystic and Masons Island all his life. His extensive col-

lection of topical magazines, books, newspapers, etc. 

gathered over the years is now housed in the local histo-

ry room of the Groton Public Library.  Lou’s presenta-

tion is an update to the talk he gave in 2013 and will 

include where we can see reminders of the hurricane 

today and how a similar hurricane might impact our  

area. 

Please note that Lou’s talk has been moved up from 

May, and that Bill Peterson’s talk about his book, Mys-

tic Built, has been rescheduled from March to May. 

The $100.00 Super Yacht 
 

Presented by Captain Geoffrey Jones 

Join us Wednesday, April, 12, 7:30 p.m. at the    
Mystic Congregational Church 

 

In May 2019, Captain Geoffrey Jones flew to Fiji to see 

about a ship that had been marked for sinking.  Jones 

purchased the schooner Alvei for $100.00, and in the 4 

years that followed, restored her and sailed her around 

the world—stopping at destinations including New Zea-

land, Easter Island, the Galapagos, the Panama Canal 

and the Caribbean on the way back to Connecticut.  Join 

us on Wednesday, April 12, to learn about the 102 year 

history of the Alvei and her incredible three year jour-

ney from Fiji to Mystic.   

Continued following page... 

1992.040, MRHS Hurricane Collection. 

The Alvei passing the Mystic Drawbridge on her journey home, 
June 2022 



Captain Geoffrey Jones grew up on the Mystic River. 

He started on boats as a small child, he had his first 

paying job on a boat at age 16 doing the dishes on a 

windjammer schooner with no engine out of Martha’s 

Vineyard, Massachusetts. He never stopped working on 

boats and ships. Captain Jones holds a 1600 ton masters 

license from the United States Coast Guard and a bach-

elor’s degree in nautical science from the Massachusetts 

Maritime Academy where he graduated fourth in his 

class. In his more than 40 years as a professional sailor 

he has served on many types of large commercial power 

and sailing ships, he has been captain of over a dozen 

schooners and sailing ships.   

 

Walk with MRHS in the  
Mystic Irish Parade! 

As part of our 50th anniversary celebration, the Mystic 

River Historical Society will be participating in the 

Mystic Irish Parade on March 19.  All members are en-

couraged to walk with us.  We will have a 50th anniver-

sary banner, followed by a convertible driven by life 

member Ginny Wydler and adorned with the MRHS 

logo (and hopefully carrying some founding members!).  

Those of us who are walking will follow, with one of us 

carrying our replica 1839 United States flag from the 

Portersville Academy.  (There were only 26 states in the 

union then, with Michigan being the newest!)  Feel free 

to wear any historic or period dress (although that is not 

a requirement!).  Mystic was founded in 1654, so any 

period works! 

Details on where and when to meet on the day of the 

parade will be provided to all MRHS members via 

email.  Join us! 

Students Visit Mystic Drawbridge 
 

On Friday, Feb. 10, students from Paul Tar’s geometry 

class at East Lyme High School took a road trip to Mys-

tic to visit the bascule bridge.   

Six 10th and 11th-grade students and two teachers had 

studied the mechanics of the lift bridge and wanted to 

see it in person. Mystic River Historical Society Vice 

President Marilyn Comrie and retired bridge tender Rod 

Coleman met the students at the bridge. It was a perfect 

day. The weather was more like April than February. 

Comrie gave the students a history of the drawbridge 

and Coleman talked about his 33 years in charge of the 

historic structure. As a special treat, Coleman took the 

students up into the tender’s house where the new 

bridge tender opened the bridge for a boat to pass 

through.   

The students asked lots of questions about the history of 

the bridges that have spanned the river at the site and 

wanted to know exactly what a bridge tender does. 

Coleman emphasized the importance of safety, making 

sure pedestrians and cars are nowhere near the bridge 

when the lift goes up and that boats pass safely through 

the opening as they travel up and down the river. 

The students were especially interested in hearing how 

and why the Mayflower II hit the bridge when it was 

leaving Mystic last spring and they got to see the dam-

age done to the bridge house.   

Comrie gave each of the students a copy of the souvenir 

booklet produced for last year’s 100th birthday celebra-

tion. The students ended their visit to Mystic with lunch 

at Mystic Pizza.   

2021.030.0008, photograph by Meredith Fuller 

2021.030.0013, photograph by Meredith Fuller 



 

Mystic River Historical Society in the 80s: 
Programs, Newsletters and Mystic Movies 

By Lynn Schroder 

The 80s were another busy and highly productive period 

for the Society. The interior work on Portersville Acade-

my and the construction of the Downes archival building 

was funded and completed. The Society also held three 

increasingly successful house tours, grew membership, 

substantially upgraded the newsletter and presented 

many popular programs. This account will touch on 

some of the more interesting and popular historical top-

ics covered in the programs and particularly the newslet-

ters. 

Typically, eight to nine programs were held each year. 

The May programs were preceded by the annual meet-

ing and included a pot-luck dinner. Programs were pre-

sented by local history buffs as well as museum direc-

tors, authors, and professors from various local colleges 

and universities. Personnel from Connecticut College 

and the University of Connecticut were frequently fea-

tured including Rudy Favretti, a current member and 

former professor from that latter institution. Personnel 

from the Mystic Seaport were also frequently featured as 

well as Society trustees and members. 

Programs covered a wide range of topics: from local and 

regional families, places, events and maritime-related 

histories to art/architecture, interior design and landscap-

ing. While programs were typically accompanied by 

slides, several featured film and many featured profes-

sional storytellers recreating figures from Mystic and 

beyond. 

Two programs that received unusually high turnout and 

enthusiasm were the Hurricane of ’38 and the history of 

the Union Baptist Church. President Forrest Mitchell 

noted in the April 1985 newsletter: “Our meeting on 29 

March was indeed a most successful one. It rivaled the 

meeting on the 40th anniversary of the hurricane of ’38 

in both attendance and local interest. Thank you, Carol 

Kimball and Marilyn Comrie.” For context, the ’38 Hur-

ricane program was described by President Joyce Ever-

ett as: “an outstanding success. Over 200 people crowd-

ed the Congregational Church parish hall … to hear 

Marilyn Comrie’s excellent accompanying narration.” 

Beyond providing updates on the Society’s work and 

acquisitions, early newsletters experimented with con-

tent. They included items for sale, recipes, out-of-town 

genealogy requests as well as excerpts from local resi-

dents’ letters, diaries and other first-person accounts. 

The topics for these accounts included: doomed civil 

war soldiers, successful rum runners and hapless 49ers 

(one local resident had some success but was ultimately 

hoodwinked and robbed, another came away after 

months of exertion- including the arduous boat voyage 

around Cape Horn-with just enough gold to “plate a 

watch!”)  

Other popular topics that spanned several newsletters 

during this period were the location of and facts about 

the Pequot War and fascinating, wide-ranging recollec-

tions of Mystic residents Alla Allyn and Anson Morgan. 

Alla’s touching Decoration Day remembrance will be 

excerpted in the May-June newsletter to mark Memorial 

Day and Anson’s compelling Hurricane of ’38 recollec-

tion included in the Sept-Oct newsletter to coincide with 

the 85th anniversary of the hurricane. Frequent use was 

also made of content from Mystic’s bygone newspapers: 

The Mystic Press and The Mystic Pioneer. 

When Carol Kimball began occupying the “Historian’s 

Corner” in the newsletter, the quantity and quality of the 

historical content rose tremendously. Carol was the first 

Town of Groton Historian, a weekly contributor to The 

Day, and passionate about history and our town which 

shined through in the newsletters. She used the newslet-

ter to highlight interesting local history as well as to oc-

casionally coalesce residents around local historical are-

Blueprints for the Downes archival building, January 1986.  The 
building was completed by local architect Otto Liebig in June of 
that year.  1991.015.0279, gift of William Downes.   



as of need, e.g., the Lower Mystic (Fishtown) Ceme-

tery.  

One request Carol 

put out was in Janu-

ary 1989 for infor-

mation about early 

movies filmed in 

Mystic. Not surpris-

ingly, the catalyst 

was the recent film-

ing of Mystic Pizza 

and the related local 

hubbub. As it turns 

out, while that film 

may have put Mys-

tic on the tourist 

map, it was not our 

first brush with Hol-

lywood. Portions of 

two “lost films” (no 

surviving copies) 

were filmed here, 

and residents provided fascinating accounts which 

were featured in our newsletters.      

The Old Oaken Bucket was a silent film released in 

1921 about a beleaguered Wall Street financier who 

returns to his childhood homestead and neighborhood 

for comfort and cheer. One of the movie’s taglines 

was: “A challenge to all who think they cannot cry” 

which sounds like an old-fashioned way of describing 

a “tearjerker.” Local resident Anson Morgan’s recol-

lection was covered as follows. 

Anson was a student in Ha-

zel Bucklyn’s class at the 

Old Mystic School. The 

cameraman needed a dozen 

young boys to stage a ball-

game, and a group  of Old 

Mystic lads played a team 

from St. Michael’s School in 

Westerly [sic. Pawcatuck]. 

In this scene the movie’s 

hero and chauffeur watched 

from a stone wall, enjoying 

every minute. Anson re-

membered the hand-held 

cameras cranking away to record the scene and all the 

extras being rewarded with hot dogs and soda which 

were passed out from the company’s trailer. The 

scenes involving the homestead and well with its old 

oaken bucket were filmed at the Brown Farm at Fish-

town on Route 1, a beautiful early farmhouse that was 

torn down to make way for the Bel Aire development. 

Homeward Bound 

was also a silent film, 

released one hundred 

years ago in July 

1923 by Paramount 

Pictures. It was de-

scribed as a drama 

and romance that took 

place on the sea and 

featured two popular 

stars of the day: 

Thomas Meighan and 

Lila Lee. It was be-

lieved that filming 

took place in the gen-

eral vicinity of the 

current Steamboat Wharf. Long-time Mystic resident 

Betty Law called in with the account that is summa-

rized below.  

Betty was a little girl at the time (born in 1915) but 

remembers all the excitement of having Hollywood 

stars right in Mystic. Betty’s grandmother, Kate Perry, 

lived at 6 Water Street. The star, handsome Tom 

Meighan, came down Water Street on his way to work 

one morning and saw the lilacs in bloom in the Perry’s 

yard. He wanted some for 

his leading lady, Lila 

Lee. Betty’s uncle, Tom 

Perry, picked him a great 

big bouquet. Mrs. Perry 

refused pay for the lilacs, 

but Tom Meighan gave 

Tom Perry 50 cents and a 

visiting nephew from 

Providence a quarter, big 

money in those days! 

They always remembered 

when the glamour of Hol-

lywood came to Mystic.  



Carol noted at the end of this section on Mystic movies 

that information about Mystic Pizza will be filed in the 

archives “which may be of interest to future genera-

tions.” Little did she know how prophetic that statement 

was. Perhaps the Society was also prescient regarding 

future Hollywood productions. The last program of the 

decade was on the Amistad — eight years before filming 

took place hereabouts and more than a decade prior to 

the replica being built and launched at the Mystic Sea-

port.  

If you have not recently (or ever),  take some time to 

explore our archives online or in person. Hidden gems 

may await! 

1980s Timeline 

July 1982: Portersville Academy opened to the public. 

May 1983: Mystic by Candlelight tour held and netted 
$7,800 for the buildings fund . 

September 1985: Certificate of Appropriateness issued 
for archives building and site planning. 

June 1986: Downes archive building public opening and 
ribbon-cutting. 

September of 1986: Inception of Carol Kimball’s popu-
lar Historian’s Corner in the newsletter. 

October 1987: Inaugural issue of professionally printed 
newsletter which included newly designed logo and ad-
vertisements from local businesses. 

June 1988: House and Garden tour attended by 2,100 
with astonishing net profits of approximately $19,000. 

February 1989: Endowments created for maintenance 
and improvement of Portersville Academy and Downes 

buildings, the latter established by the widow of Bill 
Downes. 

 

Fun Facts 1980s 

•“Dial-a-ride” service was offered to members who 
needed to be driven to meetings and programs.  

•The pot belly stove in PVA was donated by the Packer 
family and believed to have originally been in the Mys-
tic Grange. 

•A fir tree was placed on the roof peak of the archives 
building during construction which was a traditional 
symbol of good luck.  

•Hurricane Gloria forced a rare rescheduling of a pro-
gram (the topic was Iconography in Elm Grove Ceme-
tery) 

•150 pewter plates with scenes from the Seaport were 
donated to the Society by Providence’s famous Tilden 
Thurber store. Sales were slow and the newsletters con-
tained many entreaties to purchase. 

•The Society had an official phone number shortly after 
the Downes building was opened and continues to use 
the same number today: 860-536-4779. 

•The Society voiced concern several times about the in-
creasingly “shabby” condition of some historic house 
plaques and offered the services of a local Mystic sign 
maker. 

•A fundraising “thermometer sign” for the archives 
building which had spent several weeks in Liberty Pole 
Square was banished to the grounds of the Mystic and 

Noank Library at the request of the property owner. Two 
hours after installation at the library, the $95,000 goal 
was reached. 

 

Notable Partners: 
The Mystic Seaport Museum and Mystic Garden Club 

were important partners to the MRHS.  They  funded the 

restoration of the Porterville Academy steps and land-

scaping around the building, and provided flowers for 

the MRHS house tours and PVA events.    
 

 

We would like to thank CT Humanities for 

awarding us with an operating support grant 

from the CT Cultural Fund for 2023. 

https://mystichistory.catalogaccess.com/


 

 

Mystic Then and Now:  
The Mystic Telephone Exchange Co., 1925-2023 

Then:  The Mystic Telephone Exchange Company, 

at the corner of Washington and Broadway in East 

Mystic, 1925 (note the trolley tracks visible in the 

street).  In 1895, the telephone service was in-

stalled in 30 Mystic houses at a charge of $18 per 

customer.  The telephone became very popular, 

and in 1899, this building was constructed to con-

solidate the Pawcatuck, Stonington, Mystic and 

Old Mystic exchanges.   
  
1983.001.0176, photo by Josephine Dickinson 

 

Now:  The empty lot at 48 Washington Street, pho-

tographed February 2023.  The Telephone Ex-

change building was sold by the Southern New 

England Telephone Company to private owners in 

1951 and to Hendels Investors Co. in 1974.  Plans 

to develop a mixed use commercial and residential 

building on the property never came to fruition, 

and the Telephone Exchange building was ulti-

mately demolished in March 2017 after being left 

vacant for several years.   
 

Read an account of the 1938 Hurricane at the 

Mystic Telephone Exchange below.   

Local telephone people found time to ease up this week 
and review the recent happening that began with the 
destruction of lines serving 2,000 Mystic and Stoning-
ton telephones.  It started on Wednesday, September 21, 
a red letter day in the history of the telephone business 
from now on. 
 

That afternoon at 2:30, Supervisor Eleanor Williams 
and Manager Joseph N. Weymouth could tell trouble 
was brewing.  At 3:00 o'clock it struck.  As the full fury 
of the hurricane blasted Mystic's century old trees 
across telephone lines, lights on the switchboard in-
creased from a glow to a blaze.  The girls worked des-
perately, plugging in at first, trying to find some calls 
among the mass of trouble lights. Then the power went 
off, stopping the flow of current to the batteries in the 
telephone office, current that is vital to all telephone 
operations. 
 

Just before 3 o'clock, Bob Avery, installer-repairman, 
beat his way to the central office, and Herbert Gremley, 
previously sent to collect more operators, arrived with 
his passengers just ahead of the storm.  When the power 
failed, Bob and Herb started pulling out "heat coils"  — 
those little connectors that tie outside wires with the 
central office.  This was imperative, if battery current to 
run what few lines could operate, was to be saved.  Hu-
man hands could not work fast enough, however, and 
soon both the batteries and the switchboard in the Mys-
tic telephone exchange were dead.  But Mystic was not 
isolated, the emergency telephone line that operated 
from the New London central office was intact, and a 
call for emergency power brought it from Groton — a 
portable generator set escorted by Al Skaling and John 
Farrell, of the New London office.   
 

While the gale was raging, trees went down around the 

Local Telephone Exchange Story of Hurricane and Tidal Wave Reads as Fiction; Local People 
Star Characters 

 

The following story appeared in the Stonington Mirror and Mystic Journal on October 14, 1938: 



office with a booming sound, and suddenly part of the 
roof of the office was torn loose.  The three men hur-
ried upstairs; and, taking a rug from the floor, they 
patched the hole in the roof to keep water from getting 
down to the switchboard.  At the rear a window blew 
out, and a tarpaulin was nailed over it to keep the salt 
spray from central office equipment. 
 

Amid all the excitement someone exclaimed, "There's 
water all around the building, and it's coming up fast!"  
It was true.   
 

Soon refugees from nearby points struggled into the 
business office — people from the wrecked railroad 
station, the lumber yard, and travelers whose cars 
would go no further — attracted by the light of two 
kerosene lanterns, which made the place a beacon of 
safety in the darkness.  
 

As the waters rose higher and higher, five stranded 
girls from the Kiddie Wear factory were rescued from a 
freight car by a man in a boat and brought to safety at 
the telephone office.  Still higher the waters of Long 
Island Sound arose until they surrounded the Mystic 
exchange with four feet of water — ten inches from the 
floor of the operating room.  Boats, debris and house-
tops floated past the building; and a bird dog, swim-
ming along chained to his doghouse was rescued and 
brought inside.   
 

How did the girls feel?  Mildred Bergeron expressed 
the feeling of them all — "I was frightened, helpless — 
it was an inexpressible sensation — we all thought the 
water was coming in on us.  But I felt that I must keep 
quiet for the sake of the other girls.  With Miss Bur-
dick, our chief operator, marooned in the Stonington 
Town Hall, Mr. Weymouth made us think everything 
would be all right." 
 

Other girls outside tried frantically to get to their posts 
at the office.  Mary Ebbets and Guerrina Bracci tried to 
walk three miles from Noank.  Trees, water up to their 
knees, and finally, the police would not permit it.  
Night operator Edith Menge made four attempts to 
reach the office.  Next morning, with her knees skinned 
raw, she succeeded.  Ada Thomas and Ethel Johnson 
walked from Old Mystic, but were kept from the office 
by four feet of water.  Thursday morning Assistant 
Chief Operator Genevieve Champlin got in and took 
charge.   
 

Finally the water went down.  The emergency power 
went on, and some lines were found to be working.  
Few girls slept that night, and 30 refugees kept them 
company until the morning.   
 

Next day the girls delivered messages on their way to 
and from their homes to customers without service.  

Neighbors also stopped to carry messages.  Everyone 
helped out in that way for several days.   
 

Then came the repair crews, those capable fellows 
from Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey, 
as well as from elsewhere in Connecticut.  New poles 
and cables, too, from the Western Electric Co., came; 
and this weekend Bell System grit will have put the 
Mystic telephone office back on its feet.   
 

There's much more that could be told — of the steam-
ing coffee Mrs. William Trant made for the operators 
each day; of the food the Reynolds brothers brought by 
boat on Wednesday; of the sizzling two-foot steak Mr. 
Blunt White sent over Saturday night; and of the regard 
the out-of-state telephone men have for the Mystic peo-
ple because of their kindnesses to them.   
 

But it all sums up to one thing — that when there is 
work to be done, telephone people do it, and men or 
women, their code in the same — "The Messages Must 
Go Through." 
 

The following appeared in The Day, Sept. 24, 1938: 
 

The Southern New England Telephone Co. had a clas-
sified plan for restoration of service and was progress-
ing favorably, but the extent of the damage was so 
great that it was said by officials that it will probably 
be a month before service is restored to some homes.  
J.N. Weymouth, manager of the New London, Niantic 
and Mystic exchanges, outlined the details of the ser-
vices restoration plan.  There is a three-division set-up, 
with the restoration to be made in order of importance. 
 

In the first division is the establishment of service to 
hospitals, physicians, undertakers, police, the state 
farm, schools, national, state and municipal depart-
ments and the State Farm for Women at Niantic.  The 
second division lists food stuff dealers, fuel dealers, 
cleaning establishments, dairies, and marine salvage 
concerns.  General business is in the third division.  
The house service situation will have to wait until the 
three divisions are in condition. 
 

The Southern New England Telephone Co. could tell 
many tales of heroism on the part of its employees, but 
the company was working rather than talking. 
 

A number of operators were quartered and fed in the 
headquarters building in Washington Street.  An emer-
gency power generating plant was brought here 
Wednesday night from Norwalk.  With police escort, a 
truck carrying the equipment made the run to this city 
in five hours, with policemen and workmen cutting 
their way through fallen trees.  The power generated is 
being used to light the central switchboard.  Candles 
and kerosene lamps are being used in the rest of the 
building.   



November 2022 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 

The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library Novem-
ber 21, 2022.  Attendees:  Elizabeth Boucher, Grace Cleere, Marilyn 
Comrie, Steve Menno, Stephanie Thorp, John Parry, Nancy Potter, 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder 
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 24 October 
2022 trustees’ meeting notes. MRHS is likely to be awarded a CT 
Cultural Fund Operating Support Grant for 2023. The expected 
amount is $5,000 and community outreach will be the focus for ex-
penditure. The January and February Trustees meetings will take 
place in the library’s Activity Room.  
 
Vice President (M. Comrie):  M. Comrie summarized final devel-
opments related to the bascule bridge anniversary celebration. The 
Chamber of Commerce visitor center will remain open through 2023 
and additional MRHS materials (e.g., Helen May Clarke journal) 
may be offered for sale. The coffee-table book, Walk Your Horses, is 
being printed and will be available for sale no later than 21 Decem-
ber. Sales information will be placed in local venues and media. 
Thoughts were also shared on the importance of community out-
reach as well as the future of and need to reinvigorate the board.  
 
Special Meeting Topics (Various):  President Menno covered the 
various efforts being planned for the MRHS’ 50th anniversary cele-
bration next year. L. Schroder will develop relevant content for in-
clusion in all five Portersville Press newsletters. S. Menno shared a 
template for a banner to be carried in the Mystic Irish Parade. M. 
Comrie noted that 24 September has been held for the Mystic Muse-
um of Art and that she and S. Thorp will meet with museum person-
nel in the coming weeks to ascertain all relevant details for a report 
back to the Trustees at the January meeting. S. Menno suggested 
planning for a budget of $1,000 for the related activities which oth-
ers felt might need to be increased. Once related costs are known, J. 
Parry suggested including a request for donations as part of 2023 
annual membership renewals.  •  Ways to increase membership was 
the next topic discussed. It was generally agreed that our newsletters 
and programs are the two key, most tangible benefits of member-
ship. L. Pyrke-Fairchild suggested that online membership applica-
tion and payment might boost the participation of younger residents. 
Development of a non-members list (e.g., followers on social media 
etc.) for both promotion of our speakers’ programs as well as direct 
membership solicitation was also discussed. M. Comrie emphasized 
the potential of walking tours and others suggested expanded utiliza-
tion of the Portersville Academy for events and programs- parking 
limitations and needed interior improvements notwithstanding. S. 
Thorp offered willingness to lead tours and potentially write a grant 
to fund a professional event programmer/coordinator.   •  President 
Menno ended the meeting with a reminder of Alec Asten’s 7 De-
cember program as well as a thank you to the full board and special 
recognition for E. Boucher and M. Comrie for their impressive con-
tributions throughout the year. 
 
Treasurer/Finance (S. Menno):  Cash in the bank is $ 3,205.15. 
The 2023 budget is being finalized and will be presented in January.  
 

Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  No thank you notes were 
required or sent.  
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  Since the last meeting we have received 
a large collection of postcards and a collection of boat plans from 
the Holmes Motor Co. in Mystic.  •  The application for the 2023 CT 
Cultural Fund grant has been completed—awards will be announced 
the week of December 19, 2022.  
 
Information Technology (S. Thorp):  No report. 
 

Membership ( J. Parry):  One new member was welcomed since 
our October meeting. 

 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The content deadline for the upcoming 
edition of the Portersville Press is Friday, December 16.  Lynn 
Schroder is working on the first of a series of MRHS articles that 
will run throughout 2023.  It should be ready to issue on Monday, 
January 2, 2023.  
 
Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  No new report. 
 

Next Meeting— 9 January in the Ames Room at Mystic and Noank 
Library  

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 
 

January 2023 Meeting Minutes - - -  
 
The Board of Trustees met at the Mystic and Noank Library Novem-
ber 21, 2022.  Attendees:  Elizabeth Boucher, Grace Cleere, Marilyn 
Comrie, Steve Menno, Stephanie Thorp, John Parry, Nancy Potter, 
Lyndsey Pyrke-Fairchild, Lynn Schroder 
 
President (S. Menno):  A motion passed to approve the 21 Novem-
ber 2022 trustees’ meeting notes. MRHS has been awarded a CT 
Cultural Fund Operating Support Grant for 2023. The approved 
amount is $5,400, and one-fourth of last year’s grant has yet to be 
disbursed. G. Cleere continues to coordinate sales of MRHS publica-
tions through Bank Square Books.  
 
Vice President (M. Comrie):  No report. 
  
Special Meeting Topics (Various):  President Menno provided 
updates for the various efforts in support of MRHS’ 50th anniversary 
celebration next year. The Mystic Irish Parade takes place on 19 
March and the hope is that trustees will either walk or possibly ride 
in a convertible that is being loaned for the event. Regarding cos-
tumes, they are optional and N. Potter offered her seamstress skills 
to any interested. A survey will be sent to membership to ascertain 
interest including extended families- including children. Registration 
is free for non-profits and a headcount and whether a vehicle will be 
used is required in advance.  •  Plans to hold the 24 September anni-
versary social at the Mystic Museum of Art have been abandoned 
due to logistics challenges. G. Cleere will contact the Mystic Ship-
yard to ascertain availability and rental requirements. Menu and cer-
emony components and entertainment were discussed as well as 
whether fundraising is an explicit goal. There was general agreement 
that a continuous-loop video presentation of key moments in 
MRHS’ history should be included as well as acknowledgement of 
founding members. N. Potter offered free  DJ services. Members 
will be surveyed at in future to gauge interest and reaction to specif-
ic plans.  
 
Treasurer/Finance (S. Menno):  Cash in the bank is $ 1,455.08. 
2023 budget was shared and will be discussed during February 
meeting. 
 

Programs (Various):  Bill Peterson’s March program will need to 
be rescheduled.  
 

Corresponding Secretary (N. Potter):  Six thank you notes were 
sent since the December 2022 meeting: five for cash or cash incre-
mental to membership and one newsletter patron. 
 

Curatorial (E. Boucher):  MRHS has been awarded a $5,400 oper-
ating support grant from the CT Cultural Fund for 2023.  •  We have 
recently received two large photograph collections and a large post-
card collection, which are currently being cataloged, scanned and 
uploaded to our online database.  Altogether, these collections in-
clude over 1,000 images of Mystic.   
 



Information Technology (S. Thorp):  On 2 January 2023 the Sys-
tem Administrator performed the data backups and security updates 
on the two desktop computers (MRHS1 and MRHS2). All infor-
mation in the Documents and Desktop files was backed up success-
fully. Windows Security Updates indicated that a new version of 
Windows 11 was available for installation. The installation was 
performed on both MRHS1 and MRHS2, completing their upgrade. 
Norton Security updates were downloaded and a Quick Scan per-
formed successfully.  •  At this time both computers are performing 
as expected and are in good condition. The backup data files were 
removed to off-site for safe keeping.  
 
Membership ( J. Parry):  Since our November 21, 2022, board 
meeting, we’ve received four donations totaling $1,150, welcomed 
three new individual memberships (Ms. Frances Goodman, Dan-
ielle Archambault-Nowak, and Edward Novak), and renewed two 
memberships and one newsletter patron. Sadly, we note the loss of 
Family member Dr John H. McGowan on Dec. 14, 2022. A list of 
2022 membership was published in the January/February Porter-
ville Press. A total of 265 (+1) memberships were identified, 101 
(+1) at the Individual Membership level, 78 (+3) at the Family 
Membership level, 27 (-7) at the Contributing Membership level, 
19 (-) at the Benefactor Membership level, 2 (+1) at the Sustaining 
Membership level, 35 (+3) at the Life Membership level and 3 (-) 
at the Honorary Life Membership level. Nineteen 2021 member-
ships were not renewed during 2022 and will be moved to inactive 
status. 
 
Newsletter (E. Boucher):  The March/April edition of the Porters-
ville Press should be ready to issue on March 1.  The content dead-
line is Friday, February 17.  
 

Social Media (L. Pyrke-Fairchild):  Posts covered Mystic fires, 
final Bascule Bridge anniversary items and year-end holidays. 
 

Next Meeting— 13 February in the Ames Room at Mystic and 
Noank Library  

Respectfully submitted,  
Lynn Schroder, Recording Secretary 

 

 

February Program 
 

Over 200 people turned out on Wednesday evening, 

February 22, 2023, to hear Professor Kevin McBride 

discuss his archaeological research on the battlefields of 

the Pequot War.  McBride’s slides and a recording of 

the program will be made available on our webpage.   

 

Reader Tip:   

You can check out photos from the MRHS collec-

tions on display in the new lounge at Angie’s Pizza 

on Roosevelt Avenue.   

 

Mystic River Historical Society Mission Statement  
 

The Society exists to collect, arrange, exhibit and preserve records, papers, photographs, artifacts, relics and related archiv-
al materials that document the history of the people who lived in the area around the Mystic River from the first settlement in 

1654 to the present.  
~ ~ ~  

Officers: President - Stephen Menno • Vice President - Marilyn Comrie • Treasurer - Stephen Menno • Corresponding Secre-
tary - Nancy Potter •  Recording Secretary - Lynn Schroder  

~ ~ ~  
The Newsletter of the Mystic River Historical Society is published five times annually: September-October, November-

December, January-February, March-April and May-June 
~ ~ ~  

Past issues of the newsletter are available for viewing at www.mystichistory.org   
~ ~ ~ 

P.O. Box 245 Mystic, CT 06355  

Editor’s Note: 
 

Two of our members were omitted from the member-

ship list in our previous issue. We apologize and rec-

ognize them here: 
 

MARK & RACHEL BUNDESMANN, Family 

FRANCES GOODMAN, Individual 

http://www.mystichistory.org/


Events Calendar 
 

7pm Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

Goering’s Man in Paris: The Story of a Nazi Art Plunderer and His 
World (1st Half), by Jonathan Petropoulos 

 

7pm Wednesday, March 22, 2023 
“The Great New England Hurricane of 1938”  

Presented by Lou Allyn, at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

7pm Tuesday, March 14, 2023 
History Book Club—MRHS & Mystic-Noank Library 

Goering’s Man in Paris (2nd Half), by Jonathan Petropoulos 
 

7pm Wednesday, April 12, 2023 
“The $100.00 Super Yacht”  

Presented by Capt. Geoffrey Jones, at the Mystic 
Congregational Church 

Refreshments at 7pm, Program at 7:30pm 
 

Bring a friend!  All meetings are free and open to the public! 
Donations are always welcome.  Renew or become a Member of MRHS 

for updates about our events.  Contact us at info@mystichistory.org 
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Membership Updates 
 

We are pleased to welcome six new individual members, Nancy Spillane, Susan Charette, John Rabe, Marie Cox, 
Carol Ambrosch and Karl Jensen, and welcome back individual member Brian McDermott after a several-years ab-
sence. Sadly, we note the loss of three Family Members, Catherine M. "Cathie" McHugh, Robert C. Whitford, and 
Ann Rosemary Rose.  

-John Parry, Membership 

mailto:info@mystichistory.org

